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Ce Said t9 & —— — yy : 
Tous hoy : We invite the attention of our delinquent sub- | will forbear to enforce ber jurisdiction in that part | to beso swnali, as to pnt the idea of attempting to 
1, Which f cribers to an article in another page, headed “rue | of her territory, the possession of which is now expel the troops of Maiue froin the disputed terri 
vide gy ; eee OF EDITORS;” for we assure them that we | usurped by the province of New Brunswick, so far | ‘ory entirely out of the question. A late letter irom 
} oa aie resolved to take a different course from that we | as she can do so consistently with the maintenance Bangor gives the following acc ount of the disposition 
ted | of PF nave recently pursued to collect our dues—for ap- | of the resolve of the 24th January last; but she has | of the militia sent by governor Fairfield to the mouth 
“vie, ipeals to their sense of justice, to say nothing of| seen nothiag in recent events to cause her to doubt | ol 7 ag ng One 4 
we onesty, seem to have been utterly disre- | that it is her imperative duty, as wellas herinva-| “Our foree. have how reached Jarvis Camp, an 
W. Wi Fiicommon ? F , 3 : are busily employed in erecting their fort and block 
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arded. Our affairs have reached such a crisis, 
that forbearance is no longer a virtue; and it is due 
+ to ourselves and others, that the large amount stand- 
“Jing on our books should be collected as speedily as 
Fossible. Thereare not, perhaps,twenty among the 
) fong list of delinquents, who cannot pay their bills 
without the slightest inconvenience—but if there 
‘Fare any who are really, or think theinselves, ‘too 
oor” to take the ‘*ReGiIsTER,”’ we say to them, in 
“the best possible spirit, “pay and quit.’ We 
would rather have «wo thousand subscribers who 
"J pay promptly, than four thousand who do not pay 
Funtil they are weary of being dunned, and we are 
einbarrassed by their remissness. 

They ought to remeber, also, that we are here 
in an independent capacity, and publishing the 
>«“ReGisTer” at a cost of about forty per cent. over 
-what we paid to publish it in Baltimore—that we 
‘have no fat-jobs or rich contracts to aid in defray- 
_ ing our expenditures, but are solely anc entirely de- 
pendent upon the proceeds of our subscription list— 
objects of indifference to ‘scoundrel politicians,” 
and the whole herd who measure their patriotism 
' by the amount of the public treasure they are per- 
mitted to grasp, and would raise the shout for “*good 
man” or “good devil,” if they were paid for it! All 
_ we ask is the amount honestly and justly due from 
our patrons! It will enable us to pay our debts, 
“and to eat our “saw-dust pudding” in peace; 
which will be more dear to us, with our saucy inde- 
pendence, than costly viands and rich wines pur- 
\chased with the wages of venality and prostitu- 
tion. Franklin’s fare, is he only fare politicians 
award to an independent editor here; and as we 
: are too old tolearn to play the parasite, and if not 
~ too old, too proud to worship the creatures we have 
+ helped to make, we do not expect any thing else. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
Charles Walker to be attorney of the United States, 
for the southern district of Florida, in the place of 
> William Marvin, appointed judge for said district. 

’ Franklin Peale to be chief coiner, and 
Jonas R. McClintock to be meiter and refiner, of 
) the mint of the United States at Philadelphia. 
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\ Tue PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CASE. We learn 
Ffrom the Philadelphia National Gazette that the trial 
before the supreme court on the writ of quo war- 
‘ranto, in which the two bodies claiming to be the 
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} general assembly of the Presbyterian church are the 
| Bparlies, terminated on Tuesday. The jury retired 
at eleven o'clock, and returned into. court in about 
half an hour, with a verdict in favor of the plaintitis; 
these are known as the new school party. The 
<ounsel for the defendants, oi old school party, have 
noved for a new trial. 
|) Norruessrgrn pounpary. The following re- 
é. Solutions were adopted by the house of rep,esenta- 
Fives of the legislature of Maine on Wednesday, the 
2%h instant, in substitute of the original resolve of 
the cominittee, which merely authorised the govet- 
por uuder certain contingercies to witharaw the 
military force from the. disputed territory: 
a. Resol ved, That the right of this state te exclusive 
»)"'"sdiction over all that territory claimed by Great 
Britain which lies west of a line dae north rom the 
Anohuinent to the northwest angie of Nova Scotia, 


riable right, to protect her public domain froin de- 
pradation and plunder up to the extremest limits of 
her territory, and that no power on earth shall drive 
her from an act of jurisdiction so proper in itself, and 
to which her honor is so irrevocably committed. 

Resolved, That the public ieasures of the go- 
vernor of this state, in relation to the disputed terri- 
lory, meet the cordial approbation of this legislature, 
that they concur in the doctrines and sentiments 
contained in his recent inessage—that they will sus- 
tain him in carrying into eifect the resolve of the 24th 
January, aforesaid, and that whenever he shall be 
fully satisfied by the declarations of the lieutenant 
governor of New Brunswick or otherwise, that the 
latter has abandoned all intentions of occupying the 
disputed territory with a military force, and of at- 
tempting the expulsion of our party, that the exi- 
gency which called for the wilitary baving ceased, 
the governor be, and he hereby is, authorised to 
withdraw the same, leaving the land agent with 
a sufficient posse, armed or unarmed, as the case 
inay require, to carry said resolve into eflect. 

Resolved, That as the practicability of running 
and marking the northeastern boundary line, in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the treaty of 1783, 
is indubitable to consent to another arbitration; in 
pursuance of the recommendation of the president 
of the United States, would be a virtual abandon- 
ment of the rights and interest of Maine. 

Resolved, Vinat acrisis has arrived, when it be- 
comes the duty of the general government forthwith 
to propose to the governinent of Great Britain, a joint 
commission, for the purpose of running the line in 
accordance with the treaty of 1783—and in case of 
a refusat on the part of Great Britain, it is the duty 
of the United States to run the line upon her own 
authority, and to take possession of the whole disput- 
ed territory without necessary delay. 

The first three of the above resoiutions were of- 
fered by Mr. Delesdernier, and the two latter by Mr. | 
Vose. hen the resolutions were before the senate, 
that body adopted the three resolutions offered 
by Mr# Delesdernier, but struck ont by a strict 
party vote, the first resolve, introduced by Mr. 
Vose, and amended the second by prefixing the 
following words: “that the entire practicability of 
running and marking our N. E. boundary line in 
strict conformity with the stipulations of the defini- 
tive treaty of peace of 1783, is beyond doubt.” The 
resolves, four in all, were then passed to be engross- 
ed. 


After which no strenous opposition was made, 
and they passed almost unanimously. 

The latest intelligence states that the house re- 
fused to concur in the senate’s amendments—that a 
conference was had—that the committee of the 
house reported in favor of concurring—and that the 
house finally did concur. The following resolution 
was then olfered, in the house, and passed to be en- 
grossed: 

Resolved, by the house of representatives, that 
the.unquestionable right of this state to the whole 
territory embraced within the limits as described by 
the definitive treaty of peace of 1783, ought never 
to have been submitted to arbitration, and in the 
opinion of this house, again to consent io another ar- 
b,'‘tration, would be an abandonment of the rights and 
interests of Maine. 

The legislature of Maine were to adjourn on Mon- 
day last. 

Genera! Scott, it is avered in the Boston Post, 














(usually denominated the disputed territory), has 
fen constant and indefeasible since her existenee 
4S an ind-pendent state; and no agreement which 
me or may be entered into by the government of the 
“A ‘on, Can unpair her prerogative to be the sole 
" se of the time when, and the manner in which 
at right shall be enforced. 
# Resolved, That this state, 
mabe 4 adopted by the gevernment of the union in 
Vict {2 this question, and particularly the pro- 
‘sion made for.a special ininister to the court of St. 
, a and actuated by an earnest desire to come 
an amicable adjustment of the whole controversy, 
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in view of the measures 





expressed Himself much dissatisfied with the resolu- 


houses for their accommodation. The fort is laid 
out so as to cover about six acres. They have five 
brass artillery pieces mounted; and two iron twelve 
pounders are now about to be removed from Castine, 
to be planted upon the fort. The main portion is on 
the south side of the Aroostook, at the bend of the 
river. There is an American [post] directly oppo- 
site to it on the other side of the river, which is also 
being occupied and fortified. It is only 18 miles 
from this post to where the St. John crosses the line. 
As soon as the road can be opened so as to reach this 
place convenrently with supplies, our force will 
move up and take possession of the St. John. | 
The 11th regiment of British regulars froin Que- 
bec has arrived at Fredericton. 
The whole of the British regulars under march- 

orders for the frontier is 3,000. 

‘he New Brunswick legislature were still in ses- 
sion. By papers from thence to the 12th, we learn 
that the transport Elizabeth, with a detachment of 
regulars, had struck on a rock, but had been got off, 
and towed into Shelbnrne. ‘The troops were te be 
brought round to St. John. 


———— 


in 


Mexrco. The New Orleans Louisianian of the 
18th has the following: 

By the arrival of the brig Atar Gull, (formerly 
the Iturbide), we have received news from Vera 
Cruz some days later than that bronght by the 
W alter. 

The most important portion of her news is the 
arrival at Vera Cruz of two diplomatic agents, gen. 
Gaudaloupe Victoria and Manual Gorostiza, charged- 
the Mexican government to treat with admirak 
Baudin on the cessation of hostilities. As soon as 
the latter heard of their arrival at Vera Cruz, he left 
Anton Lizardo for that place in the frigate Nereides 


‘he was received at Vera Cruz witha salute from 


the cannon on the forts. The Mexican envoys, 
Admiral Baudin, and the English ambassador, Mr. 
Packenham, repaired on board the English frigate 
La Pique, to discuss the basis of the proposed treaty. 

We are uninformed as to the result of the first 
conferenee, but we have good reason to infer, from 
the tenor of semi-official letters brought by the 
Atar Gull, that there was no obstacle tothe smooth- 


‘ing of all difficulties, and that Vera Cruz would 


soon be re-opened to trade. 

We await the arrival of the Water Watch, which 
was to sail from Vera Cruz for this place three or 
four days after the Atar Gull; she will probably 
bring us the result of the conference. 


Santa Ana. A letter received in this city from 
Mexico, under date of the 22d February, says: 
«Santa Ana has at length arrived from Vera Cruz. 
His march was slow, in order to gain time. A 
commission of ministers is appointed, which, in 
conjunction with Mr. Packenham, will godown next 
week to treat with admiral Baudin. I[ apprehend 
this is a mere russe of Santa Ana to gain time, until 
he can find out whether centralism or federalism is 
most likely to prevail, in order that he may be bet* 
ter able to shape his future conduct to the times,” 

[ New Orleans Commercial Bulletin. 


Later. Captain Ross, of the brig Delaware, ar- 
rived at Charleston on the 24th instant in six days 
from Havana. He reports that an English corvette, 
had arrived at Havana, in seven days from Vera 
Cruz, bringing the result of the conference which 
had been held on board the French frigate Neruda 
between the French admiral Baudin, Mr. Packen- 





tions passed by the Maine legislature. 
At the Jast advices from the frontier, the troops of 


Maine were inthe peaceable and undisputed pos- | 
segsi on of the Aroostook country, while the Tobi- | 


que si >ttlement was held by sir John Harvey, with a 
militar ‘y force of one hundred and twenty-five men. 
Some a. xiety 1s expressed to know whether any re- 
ply -wili be made by the British governor to the 
ness of governor Fairfield. The correspondence 
held with , general Scott is indicative of a highly pa- 


ham and the Mexican envoys. An arrangement 
bad been made which was entirely satisfactory. to 
France, and it only wanted the ratification of the 
'Mexican government, when all vessels would be 
permitted to discharge their cargoes. The parti- 
culars of the treaty had not transpired; the report 
was, that all French who had been expelled from 
Mexico would be permitted to return immediately, 
and that Mexico agrees to pay the amount doe 
French citizens, and indemnify France for her exe 
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cific feeling *- The whole force at his disposal is said | 
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peuses in maintaining the blockade, &c. 
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and whee riso pment for debt has been abolished; | 
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PE halt eae ake x FOR DEBT, We publish | upon black and mulatto persons, thus placing them 


he hou-tmprisoniment fur debt 
passed by congress. Jt was introd i 
Senate aud advocated by Mr, Tallmadge, sik - 


nobi i yey ‘ 
ae in favor of his humanity and intel- 


Be it enacted by the senate 


tutives of the United 
assembled, That ho 


bill recently 


enate thd house of representa- 
Slates. of Aiv.erica in congress 
d person snail be imprisoned tor 
of the ee State, on pro‘cess issuing out of a court 
.villed States, Where, by the laws of such 


y the laws of a state, imprisonment 
a: SHO wed, under certain con itions and re- 
appli ' je same conditions and restrictions shall 
ne eg le to the process issuing out of the courts 
had Ml ted States; and the same ;roceeding shall 

the sein as are adopted in the court of such 


TY WITH THE KING OF SARDANIA. The 
>of Tuesay contains a copy of a treaty of 
rce and navigation between the United States 
e king of Sardinia, concluded and signed at 
10n the 26th of last November, between Na- 
2t Niles, special agent on the part of this go- 
nent, and the Sardinian secretary of state, and 
ed by both governme ts, the ratifications havit 
a exchanged at Washington on the 18th of the 
sent month, ‘by our secretary of state and Anguste 
Colobiano, charge d'affaires of his majesty the 
ag of Sardinia, 


TREA 


Tue WHITE seas. The following notice has 
wen officially received at the departinent of state 
from the Rassian government, through its represen- 
tative in the United States, and is now published 

the benefit of our navigators in the White seas. 

[ Globe. 

_ In order to facilitate the entrance of the river 
Dwina of the North by vessels, a lizht-house of 
stone has been erected upon the island of Mondjouk, 
near Archangel, the height of which, from the lan- 
tern to the base, is 130 feet, (Englisi), and its en- 
tire elevation abave the sea 1404 feet. Ltis situated 
in the latitude of 64 degrees, 54 minutes and 45 
seconds north, and in 40 degrees 16 minutes and 50 
seconds east longitude from Greenwich. It will be 
lighted by a fixed light during the mouths of Auzust, 
September and October of each yeai; and may be 
distinguished from the deck of a vessel, coming 
from the west, at the distance of 17 sea miles, be- 
tween north-northeast and southvast-quarier. south. 

PRINTING FOR THE DEPARTMENTS. In compli- 
ance wilh a provision, appended to the general ap- 

ropriation bill, the various executive departments 
baie advertised for contracts for executing the print- 
ing and binding which may be required by the de- 
partinents, and supplying thein with stationery— 
which contracts are to be given to the lowest bidder, 
whose bidsshail be accompanied with vouchers of 
his capacity to fulfil them. 


AsouiTion. The following resolutions have 
been adopted by the legislature of Onio : 


Resolved by the general assembly of the state of 


Ohio, That in the opinion of this gencral assembly, 
ours is a government of limited powers ; that all 
powers not delegated by the constitution are reserv. 
ed to the peopl: ; and that, by the constitution of 
the United States, congress has no jurisdictiun over 
the institutions of slavery in the several states ot 
the confederacy. 

Resoived, That the agitation of the subject of sla 
very in the non slavebolding states is in the opinion 
of this general assembly, attended with no good ; 


that the amelioration of the condition of the slaves 
is not enhanced, and that it is a violation of the 


faith which ought ever to exist among the states in 
the saine contederacy. 


Resolved, That .the schemes of the abolitionists 
for tne pretendea happiness of the slaves are, in the 


opinion of this general assembly, wild, delusive, 
and fanatical; aid have a direct tendency to de- 
stroy the harmony of the union, to rivet the chain 


of the slaves, and to destroy the perpetuity of our 


free iustitutions. 


Resolved, ‘That all attempts te abolish slavery in 
the siates of this union, or * to prohibit the removal 


of slaves from state to state, or to discriminate be- 
tween the institutions of one portion of this country 


and another, with the views aforesaid,” are in the 


opinion of this genera] assewbly, in “ violation of 
the constitution of the Upited States, and destruc. 
tive of the fundamentul principles on which rests the 
union of these states.” 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this general as- 
sembly, it fs unwise, impolitic, and-inexpedient to 


~ law naw in feree. imposing digabilitics | 


upon an equality with the whites, so far as the 
legislature can do, and indirecily inviting the black 
population of other states to emigrate to this state, 
to the manifest injury of the public interest. 
Resolved, That the governor be requested to for- 
ward copies ol these resolutions to the president and 
vice president of the United States, to each of our 
Senators and representatives in congress, and to the 
executive of every state in the contederacy. 





Fart NEGROES.—The legislature of Alabama 
) have passed an act prescribing that every free person 
of color ariiving in that state, on board a vessel as 
cook, steward, mariner, orin any other employment, 
shall be imemediately lodged i prison, and detamed 
until the departure of the said vessel, when the cap- 
tain thereof shall be bound under a heavy penalty, to 
take him away. If any free person of color thus 
sent away, shall return, he orslie shall receive thirty- 
nine lastes,and if found within the state twenty days 
after such punishment, he or she shall be sold as a 
slave for any term not exceeding one year. The 
captain of any vessel in whch such free person of 
coior shall arrive, shall give security in the sum of 
two thousand dellars, that he will take away the 
said {ree person of color. The 6th section makes it 
lawlul fer any person to seize and make a slave for 
life, to his own use, any free person of color, who 
nay have come into the state of Alabama, after the 
Ist day of February, 1832, provided this section 
shall not take effect untilthe Ist day of Angust next. 
The 7th section makes it lawful for any person to 
seize upon and make a slave for life, any tree persou 
of color who may be found in the state of Alabama, 
after the passage of this act, and whoshall have 
come into the state since its passage. 
Approved February 2, 1839. 





THE BRITISH COLONIAL PossEssions. <A Lon- 
don paper, the Sunday Times, gives the following 
statistical account of the British colonial posses- 
sions, which will be read with some interest at this 
taine: 
| __In North America—Upper and Lower Canada, 
|New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward’s 
_Istand, Cape Breton and New Foundland; contain- 
ing an area of 455,000 square miles, or 279,400,000 
acres, with a population of 1,500,000 of white co- 
lonists. 

In South America—Demerara, Essequibo, Ber- 
bic, Honduras, and the Falkland Isiands; contain- 
ing an area of 165.000 square miles, or 105,600,000 
acres, with a population of 120,000. 

In the West Indies—Jamaica, Trinidad, Tobago. 
Grenada, St. Vincent, Barbadoes, Montserat, Ne 
vis, St. Kitts, Arguilla, Tortola, and the Vergin: 
Isles. New Providence and the Bahama Islands, 
and St. George, and the B-rnuda Islands*®contain- 
| ing an area of 13,000 sqnare miles, or 7,720,000 

acres, with a population of 1,000,000. 

In Africa—The Cape of Good Hope, Mauritius, 
Mahe and the Seychelle Islands, St. Helena, As- 
cension, Sierra Leone, the Gambia, Accra, Cape 
Coast, &e. containing an area of 250,000 square 
niles, or 160,000,000 acres, with a population of 
350.000. 

In Australasia—New South Wales, Van Die- 
man’s Land, Swan River. Kin George’s Sound, 
South Australasia, Norfolk Island, &c. containing 
an area of 600,000 square miles, or 320,000,000 
acres, with a population of 120,000. 

In Asia—Ceylon. containing an area of 14,644 
square miles, or 11,771,160 acres with a population 
ot 1,000,000. 

In Europe—Gibraltar, Malta, Gozo. Corfu, Se- 
phalonia, Zante, Santa Maria, Itchica, Paxo, Seri_o, 
&ec. and Heligoland; coutaining an area of- 1,500 
square miles, or 1,000,000 acres, with a population 
of 400,000. 

Total 1,750,000 square miles, or 1,320,000,000 
acres, with a population of 4,490,000 of «British 
subjects.” 

Independently of the foregoing, we have to add 
the following territories, which are under the tma- 
aagement and influenced by the government of the 
East India company, and the board of control in 
Cannon-row: 

Brit'sh territories in Hindostan—Containing an area 
of 432,483 miles, with a population of 90,636,371. 

Tributary territories in Hindostan—Containing 
an area. of 363,610 square miles, with a population 
of 54,271.092. 

British territories beyond Hindostan—Containing 
an area of 50,117 square miles, with a population 
of 297,054. 

Tribulary territories beyond | lindostan—Contain- 
ing an area of 50,000 square miles, with a popula- 
tion of 408.000. 

- Total—1,096,210 
tion of 146,612,917. 








square miles, with a popula- 





ea 
In the event of our being again piunged 1,15 a 
war, from the immense quantities of troops and 
shipping which they will require to enable this 
c@uniry to retain possession ot them, and the vag 
distance which many of these colonies are {ruin the 
mother country, it is more than probable that the 
loss of several of them would be the resuit of those 
hostilities, with which it appears, aceordiiig to the 
warlike preparations of the ministry, we are now 
threatened. The next question will be, as many of 
our colonies “do not pay their own expenses,” 
whether the loss of the most profitable atoong them 
would not, in reality, is a real gain to the country, 


VirRGINIA SENATOR. The legislature of this 
state having made another trial on Satuicay the 
23 ultimo, to elect a senator in the place oj Mr, 
Rives, postponed the subject indefinitely; it wii), 
no doubt, enter deeply into the elections wich take 
place in April next, and heuce we give place to the 
following irom the “Richmond Enquirer,” iu which 
Mr. Rives “defines his position.” 


To the editor of the Enquirer: 
Richmond, March 1, 1839, 

Dear sir: To prevent misconsiruction, and to & 
satisiy a desire expressed by some of my constitu. FF 
ents, 1 have determined to publish Mr. Rives’s let. 
ter, which I spoke of at one time as *-unsatistac. 
tory,” being under the influence of a rumor alter. 
wards ascertained to be unfounded. I have aiready 
stated, that the letter, disconn: cted from the rumor, 
was declared by gentlemen of afl the parties, inciud- F 
ing those not only politically but personaliy opposed F 
to him, not susceptible of the construciion | gave F 
it. The rumor which misled me was, that Mr, — 
Rives had written to a whig member of the legisia- 
ture, that ‘if his course in the senate had not con- 
vinced the world of his uncomproiising hostility 
to Mr. Van Buren, he could not make it piainer.” 

I have already stated, that after I was intormed F 
by the gentleman who made the communication to F 
me (Mr. Wooltolk, of Orange), that he was wisin- 
iormed, | became thoroughly satisficd myself, that f 
i had placed an improper construciion on it. [ 
have now only to state, that my constituents ought 
to be satisfied, from the course I had deteriined 
to pursue under my first construction of the letter, 
that I was prepared te censure Mr. Rives, when- 
ever his opposition to Mr. Van Buren seemed to be 
indiscriminate, and uot regulated as it shouid be by 
the merit or demerit of his measuses. When J dis- 
covered my error, | promptly did hii the justice to 
say, that I was satisfied his declining to make 
pledges, was dictated by a desire to avoid the sus- 
picion of electioneering forthe office. Inmy Ictler 
to him, to which this is an answer,* I stated expli- 
citly, that 1] was not one of those who had any ‘aiff. 
culties” about the propriety of sustaining bis, but 
| thought then as think now, that the adherence 
to the same political principles which had regulated 
his public life heretofore, would be a sufficient 
pledge to secure his support to any of Mr. Vau Bu- 
ren’s measures, Which ought to be supported. If 
we distrusted his principles, no pledges would be | ~ 
worth any thing. 4 

I eae to wah to try to satisfy others. He de- | 
clined, as he had done to all parties, declaring that | 
his public life would be regulated, as il had been, F 
by the principles of the old republican school of 
Virginia. 





— 





of a liter from Wm, C. Rives. 

™ 6 dion February 13th, 1839. 

“Dear sir: I received yesterday your letter of the 
10th instant, in which you mention that ‘my friends 
in Richmond are placed in a situation of rear 
ble difficulty to defend my recent course, and that 
“some assurance that I will support Mr. Van Bu | 
ren’s administration in the general, is thought nef 
cessary by a portion of then. It is far from my 
wish to place any friend of mine in a situation & 
difficulty on my account. If their own oy 
do not carry them spontaneously to my suppor ys 
certainly have no right to expect it. i have a 
desired any gentleman to risk his popularity he 
station for me. I bave spared no pains to make 4 
political principles (which are those of the old by 
publican school) wellknown. I cannot now cha . 
them for men or office. I can give no pledge 
yond this, consistently either with self-resp: i 
sense of the duty I sball feel, so long as 4 asec f 
the public service, to regard the great pen f 
the country as paramount to every other con-! i 
tion. I remain, very feope cee Pon si es. 
that the publie way & 
Respectiul'y. 
E. Fontatne- 


— 


8 
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Please publish the above, tl 
see that there is no treason In it. 


epeeeah nee 








*I kept no copy of ty letter to Mr. Rives- 








—— 
THE . 
yent st 
os Vew y 
r to 
every Wé 
reilize t 
jexing 
we tiave 
misert6l 
ay (hell 
a a he 
osed to 
course a 
they nay 
There 
debts, or 
man, wh 
being ol 
and put 
unfortal 
cannot, 
rankled 
and nig! 
to the p 
him to b 
the hon 
sweepel 
chance ¢ 
The | 
of edito! 
alive, U 
and so t 
his oily 
ket, sua 
the scal 


“ Tie 
scribers 
earned ¢ 
the hea 
cares, at 
newspaj 
would | 
amount 
on our t 
do they 
remissite 
contints 
it?) Tt 
dishoue 
poor us 
ten doil 
unwiant 
would | 
the inos 
of some 
not «Xa 
Our ow 
froin su 


LAT! 
Chiliou. 
navigat 
nex! lin 
Atoerie 
when o 
finish«« 
isthmus 

The 
which | 
the offi 
tinctio: 
chop be 

Ther 
Enziis! 
injured 

Dur 
lasted « 
ble Oi 
to prey 
moon, ; 
sometii 


jJirea | 
the int 
prehen 
ing Tro 
esteery 
underg 
flayell; 
toa si 
Raties, 


== 
lntn a 
S and 
é this 
* Vast 
iN the 
al the 
those 
lO the 
«how 
ny of 
Ses,” 
them 
lutry, 


this 
'y the 
| Mr, 
Wiil, 
take 
10 the 
Which 


39, 
nd to 
Slitu. 
’s let. 
istae. 
alter. 
ready 
uWmor, 
iclud- 
posed 
pave 
t Mr, 
isla. 
t con- 
stility 
er,” 
rimmed 
inn to 
Hisin- 
, that 
it. | 
ought 
ined 
letter, 


Ahen- § 


1o be 
be by 
J dis- 
ice to 
miake 
v SUS: 
le ter 
x pli- 
iffi- 
n, but 
rence 
tlated 
icient 
ft) Bu- 
ae 
Id be 


le de- 
x that 
been, 
01 of 


39, 

of the 
jends 
jdera 
d that 
n Bu- 
ht ne- 
m my 
on of 
ciples 
ort, I 
never 
or his 
e iny 
id ree 
vange 
re bee 














re: 
ee 
ia 


Hi hd 
£ 
3 
z 


Rope ss Bice awe ne ee 2 Re a 


bag 





Sat. te AREER RE 


{ or ae 


yin in 
sis 0 
era: 


ES. 


way 
] 


: . 


NE. 


Ret Sep et yy x 
in 


: NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 30, 1839—-MISCELLANEOUS. 








— 
[HE BANE OF EDITORS. : 
yent subserbers would read the foliowing irom the 
«New Yorker,” and spay aad quit’ il they are too 
r to continue their patronage! for we endorse 
every word of it, and are aiso resolved, if we cannot 
reilize the proceeds of our most folisoine and per- 
jexing labours, to take more summary measures than 
we pave recently used tosecure them. As lor those 
miserubles who take oifence when they are asked to 
ay their bills and discontinue their pa ronage! they 
are a bappy riddance; for if really honest and dis- 
osed to do justice, they would adopt a contrary 
course and make some return for the ewbarrassment 
they nave already brought upon us. 

There mosT be a reform in regard to newspaper 
debts, or the present systein will drive every honest 
man, who values bis prace of mind and the well- 
being of tis family, from the profession of editor 
and publisher—if he can break his bonds. We, 
unfortunately, have been ‘io the matter born,” and 
cannot, we fear, sever the chain which has so long 
rankled in our flesh, and caused us so many days 
and nights of agony; but rather than doom a child 
to the profession, as now rewarded, we would force 
him to break stones on the highway, or bind him to 
the honest and honorable profession of a chimney- 
sweeper—lor in either case he would have a better 
chance of being happy and respectabic! 

Tue public, we know, care not tor the sufferings 
of editors, ior like the woman who skinned her eels 
alive, they think the “poor devils” are used to it— 
and so they are. But never did an eel denuded o1 
his oily skin and wriggling in the fish-wife’s bas- 
ket, suder more than sume editors we wot of from 
the scaley tricks of their——putrons! [Ed. Reg. 





“Tie injustice of subscribers. If those of our sub- 
scribers wo continue to withhold from us our hard 
earned and just dues, could only be made to realize 
the heavy expenses, light profiis and multiplied 
cares, anxieties and losses attendant upon a weekly 
newspaper establishment, we really think they 
would no longer delay a remittance ot the trivia, 
amount which stands staringly opposite their names 
on our books. If such men are poor and honest, why 
do they chouse to perplex and embrrass us by gross 
remissness? Why-not pay what you owe, and dis- 
continue the paper, if you cannot afford to receive 
it? If on the other hand, there are others poor and 
dishouest, why condescend io swindle those who are 
poor us yourselves? ‘To roba pubiisher of five o1 
ten dollars and leave hiin without redress, is a base, 
unwaniy swindling, which any decent bigbhwayimay 
would be ashamed of. We are determined tu tak 
the inost efficient measures to ex!ubil ‘he dishonesty 
of some of cur pretended putrons to the gaze of a 
not exacily admiring public. If we cannot redress 
our owh wrongs, We will at least preserve others 
froin sulf-ring by the same hands.” 





Latest FROM CANTON’ By the barque Mary 
Chiliou, advices are received to Nov. 17. Steau: 
navigation was talked of from Canton to ladia. Th 
hex! link will be from Canton to the N. W) coast o: 
Atmerica, aad that would make the circle compiet: 
When our jail roads over the Rocky Mountains ar 
finished to Oregon, or our ship canal cut through the 
isthmus of Darien. 

The Freneh exploring fiigate Artemise, La Place, 
which was at New York, bas arrived at Canton, anc 
the officers were treated with more than usual dis- 
tinction, being suffered to go up to the city in inside 
chop boats. 

There iad been a serious affray on board the 
Engiish vessel Jobn Bull, in which the mate was 
Injured, 

During the eclipse of the moon, October 3d, whict: 
lasted over two hours, the Ciin-se, with innumera- 
ble gongs and other noi3y instrameuts, atteiopted 
to prevent the celestial dog from swallowing the 
moon, and succeeded in driving him oif his prey 
sometine afier miduight. [V. ¥. Star. 


The following item from Siam was received by 
the saine vessel. ; 
It appears that Phra Suria Pak de, the son of the 
Praklany Phya See Pepat, a confidential adviser ot 
the king, had been guilty of receiving from the eyes 
Of one of the king’s youthful wives, ‘fair speechless 
Messave,” betokening more love than could exist 
etween the two. consistently with bis majesty’s 
honor, and of paying these glancesin kind. ‘The in 
Jured lord of the frail dame received information of 
the intrigue, and the male culprit was forthwith ap- 
Prehended. Being a person of consideration, hav- 
Ng royal blood in his veins, and bis father in high 
esteein with the king, it was thought that he would 
undergo no more than the ordinary punishment of 
flaxellation and the exposure of his excoriated back 
toa scorching sun. uf these were only prelimi- 


Baties, afier being subjected to which hie was led 


ijly enclosed as to shut her entirely out from the 





We wish our delin- , lo execution, aid fis bead severed WOin lus '¥) wty al Sot to (ue SC oe oO} RUSTE SS: Wit oe Nhe W 


ablow. His tair partnerin crime suiiered the same | 
fate; but some feeiing of del.cacy forbade her ex 
posure to the public gaze, and she was taken down 
to.the place of execution in a fine boat, so complete- 


view. Five men, one of whom was the king’s 
chamberlain, and five women, were executed along 
with them, on suspicion or proof of their having) 
connived at the amour. 


From Texas. A slip from the New Orleans 
Cominercial Bulletin, of the 16th, contains the an- 
nexed intelligence. The steamer Columbia had ar- 
rived, bringing accounts troin Galvesion to the 12th 
and from Houston ‘othe 6th March. — 

“An arrival from Gonzales stated that the utmost 
tranquillity prevailed int hat section. A few days 
since a party of six or seven Wacoes and Tawaca- 
nies were discovered near that place, by the Touke- 
was, who immediately gave iniormation of their ap- 
proach to the ci'izens of Gonzales; a paity of whoin 
accompanied by a few Tonkewa warriors, sur; cund- 
ed then in a thicket and kiiled the whole. They 
were all on fool, and had evidently veutured near 
the town to steal the horses of the citizens. 

“The president has made a requisition upon the 
counties of Harrisburg, Brazoria, Matagorda, Colo- 
rado, Liberty and Gaiveston, to furnish six compa- 
nies of volunteers, to serve for six mouths on the 
frontiers. Five of these companies, when organized, 
will rendezvous at La Grange, under the command 
of colonel Burleson, and one will be stationed at fort 
Milan, on the Brasos. His excelleney has made an | 
impressive and powerful appeal to the chivairy of 
those sections. Two companies of soldiers for the 

wotection of the northern and western fron’ er had 
‘tip organized at Houston, and great enthus‘asin 
evinced in the canse. The officers of the army of 
the trontier were to rendezvous at Houston. A vuin- 
ber bad already arrived. Father Muldon, the vi- 
ear general of Texas during ifs connection with 
Mexico, was on a visit to the republic. He dined 
with Santa Ana a short time betore he started for 
Texas, and was the bearer of a friend!y message froin 
him to general Houston. The state of «ffars in 
‘Texas, is described as quite flourishing, w > h a fair 
prospect of a constant advance and improvement.” 
Extract of a letter to a gentiemen in New York, dated 
Houston, F: bruary 28. 

Padre Muldon, an Irish priest, for many years a 
resident of Mexico, aid high iu the coufiience o, 
Santa Ana, arrived here this morning from the ci v 
of Mexico, via Havana and New Orieans, aud as it 
ig supposed, on a secret mission. 

Colonel Bee, present secretary of state, has been 
appointed minister to Mexico, and general Dunla;, 
iow secretary of the treasury, minister to the Unit- 
ed States. F 

An agent of the French government has arrived 
at Galveston. General Hamilton, of South Carolina, 
recently appointed minister by this governinent to 
the office of loan commissioner, is daily expected 
from the United States. werd 
* The loan of one million of dollars, it is expected, 
has been effected in New Orleans. [N. Y. Gaz. 





From Frorwwa. The “News” published at St. 

Angustine, of the 13th inst coutains the foliow- 
ing: 
About the Ist inst., gen. Tayler shipped 9°0 In- 
dians, consisting of 65 warriors, women, children and 
negroes westward. The women were very reluc- 
tant to go, and upbraided the men with cowardice. 
in refusing te die upen their native soil. The ves- 
sel departed amid their lamentations and taunts, 
and reproaches upon the conduct of their warriors. 

Among the negroes, is Abraham, well known as an 
interpreter, and a wily and treacherous rascal. 

By the steamer Gautel, capt. Poinsett, from the 
southern ports, we learn that the troops are all well 
No demonstrations of the enemy since the aiiair of 
Miami—lieut. Mackall is :apidly recovering. 

Gen. Taylor has secured the above amount of In- 
dians with but little noise—and their shipment is the 
first intelligence received by us of even their cap- 
ure, 

2 "The above Indians have arrived at Savannah, Geo., 
in charge of capt. Frather, who has authority to for- 


ward them to the west. 

More Inptan TRouBLES. The Mobile Journal 
slip of the 16tn inst. says: “there are unpleasant ru- 
mors in town, of hostilities among the Indians west 
of the Mississippi. The Georgia Creeks, headed by 
MelIntoah, are reported to be in arms, with the de- 
termination of inaking war apen another tribe, the 
Osages, we think; and some of the troops of the 


oe 





j ive 
rerving peace. These acccounts are brought direct 
from that country, and though we do not kuow that 
they are to be impiicitly rehed apon, they are credit- 
ed by those more familiar than we are with the 
scene of action.” 


Seneca INptans. New York, March. 12. Se- 
ven chiefs of their tribe headed by a venerable old 
warrior * Blacksmith” successor to Red Jacket, 
arrived in this city yesterday from Washington, and 
at 12 o’clock were received by his honor the mayor 
in the governor’s room at 12 0’clock. The nayor 
was addressid by a chief named Jamieson in the 
Indian tongue, whieh was interpreted into elegant 
and flowing English by the interpreter, a graduate 
from Yale College. They stated ihat the object of 
their visit to Washington had been to urge upou the 
president, with whom they had had an interview, 
the impropriety of driving them from their lands, 
(such a proposition having been tade by a senator 
from this state.) They produced docui.ents signed 
by general Washington, guaranteeing protection to 
them and their rights, Also, papers signed by go- 
vernor Clinton and other governois to-the same ef- 
fect. They iterated protestations of friendship for 
their white brethren, but spoke pretty positively 
about not leaving their eld hunting grounds, 

The mayor made a suitable repiy, and after par- 
taking of some refreshments, they retired to their 
lodgings at the Western hotei in Cortlandt street. 

[ Courier. 





Cottron. The *Savatnah Georgian’? contains 
band 


| the following statement of the quantity of cotton at 


the places named, since the the Ist of Oct, 1838: 








1838. 1837. 

Savannah, March 22 156,121 202,317 
South Carolina. March 15 143,095 192,246 
Mobile, March 16 212.434 246,438 
New Orleaus,March 15 872,103 455,030 
Florida, March 2 §3,302 61.783 
North Carolina, March 2 7,175 11,346 
Virginia, February 1 11.500 18,000 

955.730 = 1,127,363 


The following is a statement of the stock of cot- 
ton on hand in the respective places named. 





Savannah, Mareh 22 26.760 38,126 
South Carolina, March 15 46.442 44,220 
Mobile, March 16 79.783 100,462 
New Orleans, March 15 =141.309 130.8062 
Virginia, February 1 3,000 4.000 
North Carolina, March 2 1.700 3,8°0 
Augusta& Hamburg,Mar. 1 25,091 24,797 
Macon, March 1 10 896 12.589 
Florida, March 2 13,000 15,000 
Philad«Iphia. March 7 1,287 2,€50 
New York, March 6 70.000 19,000 

424,268 395,446 





Great cArco. The Mobile Journal states that 
the British ship England cleared froin that port on 
the 16th, for Liverpool, with three thousand bales of 
cotton under deck. Her burden, custom honse 
measure, is 827 tons; and she received her first 
cotton on the 7th instant. The total weight of cot. 
ton was 1,353,414 pounds, averaging more than 450 
pounds To the bale, anil costing $195,863. Her 
freight list is £4,165 6 4 sterling. [ Balt. Amer. 

Free princes. The act recently passed by 
the legislature of Pennsylvania, relative to the 
erection of free bridges over the Schuylkill, au 
thorises the commissioners of Philad: Iphia county, 
to erect a bridge across Schuylkill, at Mulberry 
(Arch) street, whenever individuals or corporations 
shall subscribe one third of its cost; land for the 
site of its abutments, conveyed in fee to the city of 
Philadelphia, for that purpose, may be received at 
fair valuation, as part of the subscription. The 
city when the bridze shall have been completed, is 
to be made the owner thereof, and it is to remain 
forever free of toll. 

Section 2, makes the same provision fora free 
bridge at or near Callowhill street, by the same 
commissioners. The bridge, when finished, to be 
the property of the district of Spring Garden. 

Sections 3 and 4, provides for obiaining the 
ground for abutments, ard the manner for contract- 
ing builders. 

Section 5, authorises the county commissioners 
to purchase the permane nt bridye for $80,000: pro. 
vided one-third of that sum shall be contributed by 
individuals aud corporations. The bridse co ana. 
ny to have the privilege of collecting tolls to the 
amount of $30,000, besides the $80,000 to be gi- 
ven by the connty—or receiving that sum fiom 
some other sonree: The company, however, must 





United States have been despatched from fort Gib- | 
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first of May, 1839. The property of the bridge to 
be conveyed to the mayor, aldermen and citizens of 
Philadelphia; and if so conveyed, then the bridge 
at Arch street is not to be built. 

Section 6, authorises the Permanent Bridge com- 

any, when they have sold their bridge, to sell the 
ots adjoining. 

Section 7, authorises the county commissioners, 
with the consent of the county board, to make ar- 
rangements with the Philadelphia, Wilmington and 
Baltimore rail road company, to free the bridge at 
Gray’s ferry. The corporation of Moyamensing to 
look to the fulfillment of the covenant. 


HicuHianp cians. The following is an alpha- 
betical list of all the known clans of Scotland, with 
a description of the particular badges of distinction 
worn by such clan—and which served as the dis- 
tinguishing mark oftheir chiefs. In addition to 
the distinguishing badge of his clan, a Highland 
chief also wore two eagle’s feathers in his bonnet: 


Names. Badges. 
Buchanan, Birch. 
Cameron, Oak. 
Campbell, Myrtle. 
Chisholm, Alder. 
Colquhoun, Hazle, 
Cumming, Common sallow. 
Drummond, Holly. 
Farquharson, Purple foxglove. 
Ferguson, Poplar. 
Forbes, Broom. 
Frazer, Yew. 
Gordon, Ivy. 
Graham, Laurel. 
Grant, Cranberry heath. 
Gunn, Rosewort. 
Lamot, Crab apple tree. 
McAllister, Five leaved heath. 
McDonald, Bell heath. 
McDonnell, Mountain heath. 
McDougall, Cypress. 
McFarlane, Cloud berry bush. 
McGregor, Pine. 
McIntosh, Boxwood. 
McKay, Bull rush. 
McKenzie, Deer grass. 
McKinnon, St. John’s wort. 
McLachian, Mountain ash. 
McLean, Blackberry heath. 
McLeod, Red whortleberries. 
McNab, Rose buckberries. 
McNeil, Sea ware. 
McPherson, Variegated boxwood. 
McQuarrie, Black thorn. 
McRae, Fir club inoss. 
Munro, Eagle’s feathers. 
Menzies, Ash. 
Murray, Juniper. 
Ovilvie, Hawthorn. 
Oliphant, The great maple. 
Robertson, Fern, or brechins. 
Rose, Brier rose. 
Ross, Bear berries. 
Sinclair, Clover. 
Stewart, Thistle. 
Sutherland, Cat’s tail grass. 


NAMES OF PLACES. The Boston Mercantile 
Journal has always manifested a proper indignation 
for the scandalous taste or rather want of taste, in na- 
ming places in this country, and the last number of 
that paper, after making some very sensible remarks 
the subject, makes the following enumeration 
of names, taken merely from a glance at the index of 
Mitchell’s map of the United States. It is « very 
choice assortment, to be sure, but exceedingly mea- 
gre andimperfect. Here it is: 

Bean Blossom, Bloody Run, Boggs, Bono, Bon Pas, 
Funks town, Paint, 4 towns, Pumpkin town. Scuffle 
town. 2 towns, Trap, 4towns, Whiskey Ran, Sugar 
creek, 13 towns, Sugar Loaf, 3 towns, Piumb, 2 
towns, Peepee, Bebble, Oil, Olive, 4 towns, Olive 
Green, One Leg, North East, 4 towns, Newstown, 
Moon, 6 towns, Modestown, Metal, Mary Ann, 
Mary Ellen, Logtown, Long-a-coming, Frogtown. 

e could find fifty other names from memory 
quite as pretty and as poetical. Our contempora 
musthave overlooked Slingtail, Shirt Tail Bend, 
Troulesome Oid Iron Works, Hog’s Calamity, Burst 
up, Blatherskite, Tumbleburgh, Whiskeysokerania, 
Bumble Bee, Snakehampton, Blarneyville, Chaw 
Tobaccer, Hot Potater town, Dumplingtonia, &e. 
&e. [N. ¥Y. Gazelle. 


_ FROM EOROPE. 

The following items of news were received 
by the Pocahontas whose arrival we noticed in the 
last “‘Reeister.” 

House of lords, Feb. 28. It will be seen by the 
subjoined report of what took place this evening in 





the house of lords, that lord Glenelg has resigned 
his office of colonial secretary. 

The lord chancellor announced to their lordships 
that the address of the house had been presented to 
her majesty, and that her majesty had been pleased 
to return the following gracious reply. 

««My lords, | thank you for your loyal and dutifal 
address. Relying entirely upon your wisdom and 
patriotism, I can have no higher satisfaction than 
in finding myself supported by your agreement and 
concurrence.” 

Lord Glenelg begged to intorm their hereehipe 
that he had sent in his resignation of the office he 
had the honor to hold, and that her majesty had 
been pleased to accept it. His motive for taking 
this step was, that some arrangements were about 
to be made to which he could not consent. 

Canada. Lord Durham begged to ask the noble 
viscount when he would lay the report and papers 
relating to Canada before the house. Lord Mel- 
bourne was totally at a loss to account for the ap- 
pearance of the noble lord’s report on the state of 
our North American colonies in a morning news- 
paper. He should lay the papers on the table of 
the house on Monday next. 

House of commons, Feb. 8. Corn laws. Mr. 
Wallace presented a petition praying for a repeal 
of the corn laws. Petitions for the repeal, ana 
against any altezation of the corn laws, were also 
presented by other honorable members. 

Cunada. In answer to a question from Mr. 
Leader, relating to Canada, lord John Russell said 
that he feit greatly astonished at lord Durham’s re- 
port appearing in a morning paper. He hopes to be 
able to lay the report before the house on Friday. 

Lord Durham’s outfit. Col. Sibthorpe gave no- 
tice that on the 21st instant he should move for a 
return, and take the sense of the honse upon it, of 
the expenses of lord Durham’s outfit as governor 
general of Canada, and of the salaries received by 
himself and bis officers. 

The last quarterly account of the bank of Eng- 
land, is dated Feb. 7th, and shows 








LIABILITIES. 

Circulation, £ 18,252,000 
Deposites, 10,269,000 
£ 28,521,000 

ASSETS. 

Securities, £ 22,157,000 
Bullion, 8,919,000 
£31,076,000 


Liverpool, Feb.9. Colton market. The market 
has been very steady, and fair amount of business 
going on throughout this week, which closes with- 
out alteration fiom last week’s quotations of Ameri- 
can cotton. The sales of the week amount to 
20,700 bales, including 6,500 American and 450 
Carthagenian on speculation. 


Bales. 

Computed stock on hand, Feb. 8, 1839, 232,500 
Same period, 1838, ; 169,900 
Increase, 62,600 


The corn market had rather improved. Sales of 
foreign and Irish wheat in some instances, were 
made at 1d. to 2d. per bushel above the rates that 
could have been obtained on Tuesday. 

Money continues abundant both in the city and 
on the stock exchange. A reduction in funds has 
taken piace in consequence of the agitation of the 
subject of the corn laws. Fears are entertained of 
acts leading to strong demonstrations on the part of 
the people in the manufacturing districts, by which 
the public tranquillity might be endangered. 


Later news. The packet ship Siddons, captain 
Rritton, has arrived at New York, and furnished 
the editors of the American with full files of Eng- 
lish papers to the dates of Saturday, February 16th, 
from London, and Monday the 18th, from Liver. 
pool. One of the topics of engrossing interest in 
the political circles, is the report and correspondence 
of lord Durham, on Canadian affairs. Some changes 
in the cabinet have taken place; others are ru- 
mored. 

The marquis of Normandy, the lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, has accepted the post of colonial secre- 
tary, in the place of Lord Glenelg. Lord Claren- 
don is named as likely to succeed him as viceroy. 
It is also said that sir George Grey quits the under 
secretaryship for the colonies, and that Mr. George 
Buller takes his place. This is thought an indica- 
tion that lord Durham’s Canadian policy will be re- 
ceived into favor. 

Lord Durham’s report has alarmed and provoked 
the tory lords. It was laid on their table by lord 
Melbourne on Monday; and immediately a battery 
was opened upon the reporter by lords Wharncliffe, 





Wickiow and Westmeath. With perfect compo- 





——— 
sure lord Durham received and repelled the attacks 
He was baited, but his assailants were gored. 4, 
offered himself, he said, to their personalities; byt 
when these things should at last be exhausted ang 
come to an end, he begged that attention might a 
length be turned to the “great and important ques. 
tion, and the mighty interests involved in it, with. 
out any admixture of low, petty and persona 
feelings.” 

Cotton had fallen very slightly, in some instances 

There had been a run upon the Cork banks, pay. 
ticularly upon the National bank, (O’Conrell’s) 
Applications have been made to relieve turnpike 
companies, and to take off the tax on post horses. 
The rail roads have almost ruined all coneerned jp 
this property. A man must now travel two o,- 
three bundred miles a day, or not atall. A turp. 
pike income of 2001. had been cut down to 40], 

A report was current in London, that the bank 
of the United States, of Pennsylvania, had beep 
speculating largely in cotton in South America — 
60,0001. worth is said to have been insured, on cop. 
signments, to Humphreys & Biddle, at Liverpool, 
In the East {ndies, also, the same operations are 
said to be going on. 

In the house of lords, on the 15th of February, 
a motion was made toinguire into the present state 
of the navy of England. Lords Hardwicke and 
Minto asserted that French ships were better built 
than their own. Numerous petitions are presented 
in support of the existing corn laws. 

The duke of Buckingham, with a deputation of 
land owners and farmers, waited on lord Melbourne 
on Thursday, to ascertain his lordship’s intention 
with regard to the corn laws. According to the 
Morning Herald, lord Melbourne stated that “he 
was decidedly opposed to any changes unless their 
benefit should be satisfactorily proved; and that he 
had not seen any thing to cause him to change the 
opinion on the subject of the present corn laws, 
which he had expressed in bis place in parliament 
in last July.” 

London, February 16. The funds presented a 
firmer appearance to-day, with a slight improve. 
ment in the quotations. Consols were 92 3-4 to 
7-8 for money and the account. Bank stock, 205 
to 1-2; India stock, 253 1-2 to 4 1-2; exchequer 
bills. 63s to 65s; India bonds, 61s to 63s premium. 

Railway shares remain without material varia- 
tion. 

February 16, (evening). The stock market is 
looking firm again this morning, anda fair business 
has been done. Consols for the account have ob- 
tained 92 7-8 to 93, and for money 92 3-4 93. 

Accounts from India mention, that lord Auck- 
land had had an interview with Runjeet Sing; who 
adheres firmly to the English alliance. Orders had 
been sent to Madras from Calcutta to employ a 
large force for Burmah. It was rumored that the 
rulers of Scinde were preparing to oppose the pro- 
gress of the British troops towards Affghanistan. 
Sir Henry Fane had retired from the chief com- 
mand of the forces in India. [ Spectator. 

From France. By the packet ship Ville de Lyon, 
captain Stoddard, the editors of the American have 
received Paris papers also to the 16th of February. 

The stock market had been very brisk on the 
15th, and French securities much indemand. Fives 
had advanced 25c for cash. Belgian threes 40c. 
Belgian fives are unvaried. Bank of Belgium shares, 
no quotation. 

An article in a Rouen paper states, that letters 
put in the post by Guizot, and other members of 
the opposition, had not found their destination, and 
that other letters had their seals broken. This is 
declared a calumny. 

Marshal Valee was s2id to have arrived at Tou- 
lon, on his way to assume the functions of minister 
of war. 

The Journal du Havre contains a letter from the 
minister of public works to the French chamber of 
commerce, which states, that information had. been 
received from admiral Bandin, of the fitting out of 
privateers by the Mexicans. The minister of ma- 
rine, he states will take measures for the protection 
of the French commerce by the organization of con- 
voys, to protect trade between France and America. 
Private letters received in England mention, tbat 
accounts from the Havana stated that several 
ships, and their masters and crews, formerly engag- 
edin the slave trade were about to be employed 
as privateers with Mexican letters of marque. 

Captain Casey, commander of of the Hercule Jate- 


lv in our country, has been promoted to the rank of 


admiral. 

The Brussels papers of the 14th contain accounts 
of the forwarding of ammunition and military stores 
to the army, but state that peace is not likely to be 
interrupted. : 

It is said that the withdrawal of the Austrian and 
Prussian ministers from Brussels, on account of the 
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~ pinotion of Skrzyuecki, was hot approved of by 
the other ministers resident. A letter from An- 
twerp says, that the Dutch have increased the num- 
ber of gun-boats at the mouth of the Scheldt. 

The average price of wheat in the Belgian mar- 
kets, has fallen from 24fr. 39c. to 24fr. 18c. per 
hectolitre. The supply continues abundant. 

The Belgian journals of the 13th stated, most of 
thein, that king Leopold, had sent orders to M. Van 
de Weyer to sign the treaty of London on the 15th 
at latest, after having struggled as far as possible to 
ameliorate the conditions relative to the Scheldt. 
Ifthe Belgian diplomatist signs on the 15th, there 


will be just time for the treaty to arrive in Brussels 


on the day spoken of for the re-opening of the 
chamber. The activity of the Belgian Bourse was 
according to the Commerce Belge unexampled. - 

A letter from the Hague, February 12, states that 
our government, as well as that at Brussels, has 
receive a note from Great Britain, in which it is 
intimated that in order to prevent any encounters 
between the Dutch and Belgian troops, it is desira- 
ble that the military force on both sides shonld 
make a retrograde movement. To this it has been 
replied that even before the receipt of this note the 
Dutch troops had withdrawn to a considerable dis- 
tance from the Belgian frontier. 


The village of Si:mplon was visited with a storm 


' on the 21st January, which unroofed houses, tore 


_ up trees by the roots, and set the church bells a 


_ ringing. 


Spain. The London Times of the 16th states 
that they had received Madrid journals and letters 


- of the 7th instant. 


The Chamber of deputies was occupied on that 


day with the charge of peculation brought by gene- 
_ ral Seoane against count Toreno. 


The Eco del Comercio states that the government 


' coutemplated taking away the horses of the cavalry 
» and artillery of the national guard of Madrid, for 
' the use of the army. 


The Carlist captain Nabaze, one of the Cure 


‘ Merino’s lieutenants, in Castile, had been made 
_ prisoner at Roa, with several of his men. 


Advices from Bayonne of the llth instant state, 
that the belligerent parties in the north of the pe- 
ninsula appeared to be preparing for the spring 


_ campaign. 


Madrid papers of the 8th state that it was feared 


_ the tariif question would be discussed with England 


for a long time. 


The British ambassador was not 


_ pleased with the delay. General Narvaez was still 


at Gibraltar. He justifies his flight to that asylum, 
stating that justice was not to be had in Spain. 
Vasquez Povadura, a Carlist chief, had been exe- 


_ ented by virtue of a special order from Madrid. 
Don Carlos and his court arrived on the 7th at 


| Bergara. 
| through the north of Spain. 
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THE ANTI-DUELLING LAW. 

AN ACT to prohibit the giving or accepting, within 
the District of Columbia, of a challenge to fight a duel, 
and for the punishment thereof. 

Be it enacted, &c. That if any person shall, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, challenge another to fight a duel, or 
shall send «r deliver any written or verbal message, 
purporting or intended to be such challenge, or shall 
accept any such challenge or message, or shall know- 


_ ingly carry or deliver any such challenge or message, or 
_ shall knowingly carry or deliveran acceptance of such 


challenge or message to fight aduel, in or out of the said 
District, and such duel shall be fought in or out of the said 
District, and either of the parties inet shall be slain or 
duel, the surviving party to 
such duel, and every person carrying or delivering such 


» challenge or message, or acceptance of such challenge 


or message as aforesaid, and all others aiding or abetting 


. therein, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and, upon con- 


| Viction thereof in any court competent to the trial there- 


ofin the said District, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment and confinement to hard labor in the penitentiary 
fora term not exceeding ten years, in the discretion of 


> the court. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person 


) Shall give or send, or cause to be given or sent, to any 


| hereof, and every person aiding or abettin 


person in the District of Columbia, any challenge to 
ght a duel, or to engage in single combat with any 
deadly or dangerous instrument or weapon whatever, 
or if any person in said District shall accept any chal- 
lenge to fizhta duel, or to engage in single combat with 
any deadly or dangerous instrument or weapon what- 
ever, or shall be the bearer of any such challenge, every 
Person so giving or sending, or causing to be given or 
Sent, or accepting such challenge, or being the bearer 
in the giy- 


Lig, sending, or accepting such challenge, shall be deem- 


| €d guilty of a high crime and misdemeanor, and, on 


Conviction thereof in any court competent to try the 
Same in the said District, shall be punished by impri- 


; Sonment and confinement to hard labor in the peniten- 


Hary for a term not exceeding five years, in the discre- 


» Yon of the court. 





Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person 
shall assault, strike, beat, or wound, or cause to be as- 
saulted, stricken, beaten, or wounded, any person in 
the District of Columbia, for declining or refusing to 
accept any challenge to fight a duel, or to engage in 
single combat with any deadly or dangerous instru- 
ment or weapon whatever, or shall post or publish, or 
cause to be posted or published, any writing charging 
any such person so declining or refusing to accept any 
such chailenge to be a coward, or using any other oppro- 
brious or injurious language therein, tending to degrade 
and disgrace such person for so declining or refusing 
such challenge, every person so offending, on convic- 
tion thereof in any court competent to the trial thereof, 
in the said District, shall be punished by confinement 
to hard labor in the penitentiary for a term net cxceed- 
ing three years, in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, if any person 
or persons, for the purpose of evading the provisions of 
this act, shalt leave the D.strict of Columbia, by pre- 
vious arrangement or concert within the same, with in- 
tent to give or receive any such challenge without said 
District, and shall give or receive any such challenge 
accordingly, the person or persons so offending shal] 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be subject to 
the some penalties as if such challenge had been given 
and received within said District. 

Sec. 5. Ard be it further enacted, That every offender 
may plead a former conviction or acquittal for the same 
offence in any state or country; and the same being 
established, shall be a bar to any further proceedings 
against such person under the next preceding section 
of this act. 


Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That any person 
offending against the provisions of this act may be a 
competent witness against any other person offending 
in the same transaction, and may, at the discretion of 
the court, be compelled to give evidence before any 
grand jury, or on any irialin court: but the person so 
testifying shall not thereafter be liable to prosecution for 
the same matter, nor shall the testimony so given be 
used against him in any case whatsoever. 

Sec. 7 And be it further enacted, That, in addition to 
the oath now prescribed by law to be administered to 
the grand jury in the District of Columbia, they shall 
be sworn faithfully and impartially to inquire into, and 
true presentment make of, all offences against this act. 

Approved, February 20, 1839. 





LETTER FROM THE POSTMASTER 
GENERAL. 
From the Intelligencer of the 21st inst. 

We mentioned, in our paper of Tuesday last, the 
reception of a letter by the editors from the post- 
inaster general, the essential points of which we 
briefly stated, declining to publish the letter entire, 
for reasons which were sufficient for our own go- 
vernment. 


In thecourse of the day of that publication, we 
received from the postmaster — a note, re- 
questing the return to him of his communication, 
on the ground of our raga declined permitting 
him to reply through our columns to “gross mis- 
representations affecting his public conduct” pro- 
mulgated through those columns. 


We complied with the request of the postmaster 
general by returning to him forthwith his commu- 
nication, informing him that we had declined pub- 
lishing it because it contained gross, and, in our 
opinion, unmeritted reflections on a committee of 
the house of representatives, and on members of 
that body individually; and stating that, so far from 
refusing him an opportunity to defend himself, we 
had extracted and published all that part of his let- 
ter that was purely defensive. 

We supposed that our correspondence with the 
postinaster general had here closed. We received 
from him, however, the same evening, another let- 
ter, to the effect that, learning from our note of that 
date that we did nut refuse to Jet hit defend him- 
self through our paper, and not deeming the defence 
made by the few extracts from his letter adequate 
to the occasion, he had ‘carefully struck out of that 
letter all that appeared, by any construction, how- 
ever enlarged, to come within the scope of our ob- 
jections,” and so returned it to us in the hope that 
it might find admission into our columns. 

Finding that, in fact, the most exceptionable 
parts of the letter have been striken out, our objec- 
tions to its insertion in our columns are so far obvi- 
ated, that we yield to the request of the postmaster 
general, and give to his letter the place it occupies 
in our paper of to-day. 

To the editors of the National Intelligencer: 

GENTLEMEN: The sketch of a debate in the house 
of representative, on the 28th of February last, re- 
ported in your paper of the 16th inst. contains mis- 
representations affecting my public characier, 
which I ask the privilege of correcting through 
the same columns which had given them circula- 
tion. 

The following extract contains the allegations 
referred to, viz: 





Mr. Graves would state for the benefit of the 

ntlemen from New York (Mr. Bronson) another 
fact, going to show what use was made of these 
office-holders, and of what sort of material they 
were sometimes composed. A man by the name 
of Smith, who had fled from Bristol county jail, in 
Massachusetts, under indictment as a counterfeiter, 
came into the state of New York, and was appoint- 
ed a postmaster at a town in the district belonging 
to a member of this house, (Mr. Foster). The 
charecter of the man was so bad, and his felony 
so notorious, that whenever counterfeit money was 
circulated in that neighborhood, public suspicion 
was always attracted towards the postmaster as 
having had some hand in the business. ‘These facts 
had been fully represented to the head of the post 
office department, but, because he was an active 
and determined partisan, every effort toremove him 
had been unsuccessful. 

Mr. Graves presumed, as a matter of course, that 
he had been appointed by the late or the present 
administration. The appointment had been made 
three or four years ago, and Mr. G. had quoted it, 
as one instance, to show that men were not appoint- 
ed for their merit, their good character, or their ca- 
pacity to discharge the duties of the office; but that 
the greatest “‘scamps”’ were appointed and retain- 
ed, if they could subserve the political purposes of 

arty. 

r Mr. Briggs. I ask the gentlemen from New 
York whether he denies the truth of the statement? 
If he does, I call upon my colleague over the way 
to state the facts, and to show that the departinent 
does know the character of this man, has been 
fully informed of the facts, and still keeps him in 
office. A wretch who was guilty of forgery and 
counterfeiting, and who escaped the fangs of the 
law only by turning state’s evidence. 

Here are two serious charges: 

1. That I retain in office as postmaster ‘a wretch 
who was guilty of forgery and counterfeiting, and 
who escaped the fangs of the law only by turning 
state’s evidence,” although I have been ‘fully in- 
formed of the facts,” and ‘knew the character of 
the man.” 

2. That my reason for retaining such a villain is, 
that he is “tan active and determined partisan.” 

These charges appear to have been made on the 
28th day of February last. Lucias D. Smith, post- 
master at New London, Oneida county, New York, 
the individual referred to, was removed from office 
on the 21st day of January last, and the appoint- 
ment of his successor was officially announced in 
the Globe on the first of February last. He had, 
therefore, been removed more than a month when 
these charges were uttered on the floor of the house. 
This Messrs. Graves and Briggs had the means of 
knowing as well by the official publication as by 
asking a single question at the department. 

Moreover, this man was removed upon the in- 
stant on the first presentation of the case to me. 
This also Messrs. Graves and Briggs might have 
ascertained. 

The origin of the charge is probably this: 

In December, 1836, the files of the appointment 
office were destroyed by the fire which consumed 
the post office building. On those files were pro- 
bably papers then recently received, giving the 
character of Smith, and their destruction saved him 
froin rémoval at that time. Mr. Graves had pro- 
bably heard of those papers, and uttered the injuri- 
ous charges which have now found their way to 
the public without inquiring into their truth. 

Mr. Graves seys that Smith was not removed, 
because he was ‘an active and determined parti- 
san.” If Mr. Graves knows this man’s politics, he 
knows more than I do. They do not appear in the 
case, and, it is believed, never did. His office 
yielded him not more than $60 per annum. If this 
sum paid him for taking care of the office and for 
eens services also, they were cheap, indeed! 

heir iinportance may be appreciated from the fact 
that Mr. Grant, one of the representatives from the 
district in which he lived, knew nothing of him or 
his case. 

Mr. Graves says “the character of the man was 
so bad, and his felony so notorious, that whenever 
counterfeit money was circulated in that neighbor- 
hood, public suspicion was always directed to the 
postmaster as having some hand in the business.” 
And does any man really believe the administra- 
tion expected to gain strength in that neighborhood 
by keeping such a man in office? When counter- 
feiters of money become favorites with the people, 
then may the uncharitable conclude that they will 
be protected in office by the administration. 

Equally baseless is the charge or insinuation 
from the same source that the clerks or any others 
holding office in or under the post office department 
are taxed for political purposes, as the condition 
on which they are permitted to remain in office. So 
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Ter as regards myseit, J #aow, ad, so far as regards ! eveet if. 


‘hese acting auder me, L believe, twat uo sug 


* 


‘of sucha coniributiom, voluatary or involuniary, | part only. 


thas been made by a superior to an inferior, directly 

or indirectly, throughout the vast ranificatfions of 

this department. AMOS KENDALL. 
Posi office department, March 13, 1339. 





NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The followin, is the inessige of governor Fairfield 

alluded to in the last *RecisTeR.” 
GUVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 
Augusta, Tuesday, March 12. 

This day, at eleven o’cluck, the governor co:muin- 
Nicated the foliowing message to the lez:siature. 

To the senate and house of representatives: 

1 herewith jay velore you certain documents that 
have been transinilted to ne by the hon. Juhn For- 
syih, secretary of state, to wit: Message of the pre 
sideat of the United States, transimitt-d to congress 
on the 26th of Feoruary—letter froin Mr. Fox, the 
British minister, to Mr. Forsyth, under date of 23d 
of the sane inonth—and the repiy of the latter on 
the 25th—ietter of Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth of the 
25th uithno—.a2moranduin of anagreeinent between 
Mr. Fox and Me. Forsyth of the saine date—and two 
letters from Me Forsyth to the governor of this state, 
under dates of 26ch and 27th ultino. 

By the agreement referred to, it will be perceived, 
that, Mr Fox and Forsyth, without claiming to act 
with authoriiv, bave recommended that ‘her majes- 
ty’s forces will not seek to expel by military force 
the arined party which fas been sent by Maine into 
the district bordering on the Aroostook river; but 
the government of Maine will voluntarily, and with- 
Out unnecessary delay, withdraw beyond the bounds 


.esdion | bave a right appreheusion of the facts, [ uust say in 


jbut they have given out that as soon as our force is 
removed they will return, throw the timber already 
cut into the streams, and run it down to the St. 
Johns. This can undoubtedly be accomplished by 
thei, Without the utmost vig lance and activity ou 
our part, 


Has tha! object been accomplished? [rf Tj 


it is trne the trespassers are dispersed, 


it is true, also, that the [feutenant gover- 
nor ot New Branswick proposes to swing a boom 
across the mouth of the Aroostook, to seize the tun- 
ber th re, sell if, and place the proceeds in the *dis- 
puted territory rund.” But without intending dis- 
respect to the government of the province, may it 
not well be doubted, whether Maine would ever 
realize any thing froin such a procedure? Would 
not the debts tn this disputed territory account al- 
ways exceed the credits? Would not the tracks 
about this “iund,’’ so far as we are concerned, like 
those about the lion’s cave, be all one way? Be that 
as it may, Maine is capable of superintending her 
own atfairs, and ought uot to impose that duty ona 
neighboring province. 

Betore answering, the main question, however, let 
us 1iqguire still further as to the legality and propriety 
of our proceeding thus far. 

My respect ior you, will not permit me to go into 
an elaborate arguiment to show our clear and un- 
qnestionable right and title to the territory embraced 
within the line, running from the source of the St. 
Croix due north to the bighlands dividing the waters 
that flow into the Atlantic ocean froin those which 
fail into the river St. Lawrence—thence along the 
said higbla:.ds to the nortiwes ernmost head of Con 
u-cticut river. At the last session of congress the 
senate of the United States adopted unanimously the 





of the disputed territory any armed force now within 
thein: aul that if future necessiiy should arise tor 
dispersing noturous trespassers, or profecting public 
property from depredations by armed force, the ope- 
ration shail be conducted by concert, jointly or sepa- 
rately, according to agreement between the govern- 
ments of Miine ant New Beunswick.” This, it is 


‘following resolution, viz: 


* Resolved, That after a careful examination and 
deliberate considera ion of the whole controversy 
between the United States and Great Britain, rela- 
tive to the northeastern boundary of the former, the 
senate does not entertain a doubt of the entire prac- 





said, is recommended to the governments of Maine 
and New Brunswick, “to regulate their future. pro- 
ceedings according to the terms hereinbefore set 
forty, until the final settleinent of the territorial dis- 
pute, or until the goveruivents of the United States 
an! Great Britain shall come to some definite con- 
clusion on tne subordinate points upon which they 
are now at Issue,” to wilt the right of temporary 
jurisdiction and possession of the disputed territory. 

The important question pow presented, is whether 
the state of Maine wiil assent to the agreement or 
not. Deeming it a question beyond my legitimate 

rovince to decide, 1 communicate the papers relat- 
ing to it, and ask for instructions; with a determi. 
nation, so far as 1 may be able, to carry into etiect, 
your decision, whatever it mnay be. 

As I donot wish, however, to shun any portion of 
the responsibility fairly devolving upon me, I will 

roceed, as brieily as I can, to give my opinion in 
he case presented, and the reasons upon which it is 
founded. 

Shall we then, in accordance with the agreement, 
withdraw our forces from the disputed territory, and 
leave ali future operations against trespassers to be 
contucted by concert and agreement with the pro- 
vincial gov. rnmeal? ' 

In determ‘ning this question, your attention wil 
naturally be directed to the origtaal design and ob- 
ject of the movement on your part—the extent to 
which that object has been accomplished—your con 
stitutional power and right to adopt tie course hith- 
erto pursued—anid tue expediency of continuing to 
exercise that right. 

The object in the first place, was, to protect public 
property. The territory bordering upon the Aroos 
tovk river, in many respects the fairest portion o! 
Maine, particularly in-the noble forests of timber. 
and in the extraordinary fertility of soil, tas long 
been the scene of very extensive and wanton depre- 
dations, principally on the part of persons resident 
in, if aot inabitanis of the province of New Bruns 
wick. The circumstances in regard to the extraor- 
dinary depredations cousnitted this winter, by a bani! 
of armed and desperate men—the course you took 
to arrest them—the seizure and Linprisonment of th. 
land agent and his assistants—I need not detail, a 
they are already familiar to yon. This proceeding 
on our part, was denonaced by the lieutenant zo 
vernor ot New Brunswick as an invasion of tha 
province and a military oceupation of the territory 
threatened, as also a forcible expulsion of our agent- 
if they should not immediately retire. Instead, how 
ever, of permit nz them to retire, you sent what was 
deeined a suffictent military force to sustain them, 
and also to repel any invasion of our soil that should 
be attempted. 

This | beheved to be a succinct and unvarnishe:! 
statement of your object, and the method pursued to 


| 


neability of ronning and marking that boundary, in 
strict conforinity with the stipulat.ons of the definite 
treaty of peace of 1733; and it enterlains a perfect 
conviction of the justice and validity of the title ot 
the United S ates to the full extent of all the territory 
in dispute between the two powers.” 

Tie same resolve was, oa a subsequent day, taken 
np in the house of representatives, and unanimously 
adopted by that body. I need say no more upon the 
subject of title, especiaily to you, with whom the 
whole subject is periectly familiar. 

Then as to the right of jurisdiction and possession, 
while this preposterous claim of Great Britain re- 
inains ansettled—is it in the British government by 
virtue of an agreement as has been alleged by the 
lieutenant governor of New Brunswick, and reiterat 
ed by Mr. Fox at Washington, or is it not? The 
orestdent in his tnessage to congress on the 26th 
February after alluding to the allegation of Mr. Fox 
says: The important bearing which such an agree- 
ment, if it existed, would have upon the condition 
and interest of the parties, and the inflzence it might 
have upon the adjust:nent of the dispute, are too ob- 
vious to allow the error upon which this assumption 
seems to rest, to pass fora moment withoul correction. 
[n alluding to the correspondence between the go- 
vern'nents upon this subject. he says further—*in- 
steal of sustaining this assumption of the British 
func ionaries, that correspondence dis«proves the ex- 
tslence of any such agreement.” 

Mr. Forsyth, secretary of state, to a letter of Mr. 
Fox. in which this alleged agreement was again put 
forth, under date of the 24th ultimo says: so far from 
any retinguishinent of the right of jurisdiction having 
heen at or aby agreement etiher expressed or 
impl.ed, entered into on the part of the government 
of tue United States. of the nature allege | by the 
liew enant governor of New Brunswick, and affirmed 
also in your note of the 23d inst., it will appear trom 
the whole course of the correspondence between the 
two zovernments extending through a series of years, 
that. that of the United States has throughout and on 
fre juent occasions, solemnly protested as well against 
the existence of the right to the exclusive possession 
and jurisdiction as to the exercise thereof, and has 





upon every proper occasion asserted that both belong- 
ed to Muine and the United States. 

T sis would see: to b> enough to settle this ques- 
ton now and forever. No such agreement has ever 
mwerinade, On the contrary, the right of posses- 
sion and jurisdiction has always been and Is now, 
isserted by the general government, to be in Maine. 
Butif it had been otherwise, and the governinent of 
‘he U. Srares had agreed that the British govern- 
men should have exciusive jurisdiction and posses- 
sion of this territory, which it acknowledges to be 
ours, would it have b-en binding upon Maine? 
Ciear'y not The respective s'ates of the union are 
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vereignty has been restramed or modified by thy. On 
siituGion of the United States. The general vover F 
ment is one of fimited aud defined powers. Thy 
power to alienate the territory of @ state, or to eta 
fer a portion of it, or the jurisdiction and POSSeSsign 
of it to a foreign power, for an indefinite period or 
for one hour, is no where granted. An assumption 
of such a power on the part of the generai gover, 
meut, itis believed, would always meet the stern 
and uncomproinising opposition of this state. 

But withouc inlending probably to assert any sic} 
power, it seems there has been an us.derstari(j, 
hetween the general government and that of Great 
Britain, anounting perhaps, on our side, to ar. Cou). 
mendation to the state of Maine, rather tian to, 
contract by winch she would be conelusively bong 
What are the terins of that “understanding,” which 
has been the prolific source of s@ much imisuider. 
standing? Clearly these and no more; that, dur) 
the pendency of the question, the two parties sho |j 
exercise jurisdiction as they had respectiuily beep 
uccustomed to exercise it. Now over the territoy 
south of the St. Jolin, especially that part of it wa. 
teved by the Aroostook and its tributary streains 
Massachusetts and Maine have always had posses, 
sion and exercised jurisdiction. As early as 1793, 
a large tract, say 2,000,000 of acres, were suiveyed 
and located by ag+ its of Massachusetts under a bar. 
gain and contemplated grant to Jackson & Flint, 
This tract embraced a large part of the Aroostook 
territory, and extended to the river St. John. For 
some reason or other, believed to be the inability of 
the purchasers to pay the consideration, no grat was 
ever actually made. In 1806 and 1807, grants of 
large tracts Iving upon both sides of the Aroostock 
were made by Ma suchusetts to the town of Ply si uth 
and general Eaton, which have ever since been held 
by them and their grantees. Soon after the s: para. 
tion of Maine and Massachusetts, these lands ex. 
iending nea:ly to the St. John, on the south, were 
surveyed, and some of them divided and held in se- 
verality by the two states. 

For several years. commencing as early as 182], 
agents were sent to the Aroostook by the governor of 
Maine, for the purpose of arresting trespassers pon 
the public lands. In 1821, BenjaminJ. Portes. esq. 


ney Geneial Wetmore npon the subject of punishing 
British subjects for that intrusion upon our teriitory, 
The attorney general said “the governinent of New 
Brunswick would unquestionably render every pos- 
sible facility to punisn the oflenders, as they had suf- 
fered greatly in that province, (N. B.) by such law: 
less pillages. This is the language of Mr. Porter, 
taken from his report, nade July, 1821, and now on 
file in the office of the secretary of state 


those engaged in it to settle with him, giving their 
no‘es for the amount of damage due. Thr'se notes 
were left with an attorney at Woodstock, and were 


county. 
S.milar agencies with similar results, I understant, 
have frequentiy been instituted by this governimen!, 


ing permits to cut timber upon her townships ol 
this stream; and thongh with the knowledye of the 
provincial government. without any attempt on the 
part of the latter to forbid or prevent it. so far as! 
am info med. 
expending large sums of money in making a roal 
through the territory, and has sold and conveyed 


part of the provincia! government. I am also cred 
bly informed that claims in favor of the inhabitan's 
of the province, against settlers upon the Aroostook, 
are prosecuted by the creditors in tlie courts 

Maine. These facts, with others that mizht b 
named, go to show that the jurisdiction and posses 
sion of this territory, is not, and never has been 
New Brunswick, but, so far as the unsettled cond 
tion of a portion of the country would per:ai!. 
Maine and Massachusetts. Upon this point 1a” 
happy also to be able to add a very apposite quota: 
tary of state in 1829, to sir Charles Vaughan. He 
says —“the undersigned cannot acquiesce in the sup" 
pusition that, because the agent of his Britannic mae 
jesty thought proper, in the proceedings before the 
commissioners to /ay claim to all that portion of 

state of Muine which hes noith of a line runnin 
westerly frou: Mars Hill, and designated as the hin! 
or boundary of the British claim, thereby the Unite 
States or the siate of Muine, ceased to have jurisdiclion 
in the territory thus cluimed. In the view ol this 2° 
verninent, his Britannic majesty’s agent mig 








sovereign and indepeiadent, except so far as that so- 





was sent to that territory by governor King, for this f 
purpose. Mr. Porter took the city of St. Jonns and | 
Fredericton in bis way,and consulted with Mr, Atior- F 


collected by suits prosecuted in the proviucia f 
Massachusetts has long been in the habit of graut > 


Maine has for several years beef 


portions of this=aine territory to actual sett]. rs, with F 
out anticipating or receiving any opposition on the F- 


tion from a letter from Mr. Van Buren, while sect® Be 


ht, with 


+ 


| equal justice have extended his claim te any other 
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Mr. Por F 
ter proceeded to the scene of depredation upon thep- 
Aroostook, broke up the trespassing and compeiled F 
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) Maine, and nothing out that extreme spirit of peace 
actuated, could induce her to argue such a point for 
) Maine be nearly established, why 1s she not justi- 
| fied in her present attewpts to protect the property 
} on this territory froin plunder, and the soil 1fseli 
/ can be found—any American I should say—of uncor. 


aicuth { 
on held E 


whole report isa lucid and forcible exposition of 


_ fying proof of the rectitude of her course. In ac- 
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———— ; ae 
dispuled part of the state, as to claim the portion ol 
it which He bas drawn in question; and ia such case, 


surely not have considered a continuance on the 


to be au encroachinent. [i so, in what light are we 
to regard the continued acts of jurisdiction now ex- 
excised by him in the Madawaska settiement? 
More than Seen ie bo large tracts of land ly- 
ing westward oO ars Hiil, and nocihward to the 
river R~stook, were granted by the state of Massa- 
chusetts, which tracts are held and possessed under 
these grauts to this day; and the United Siates and 
the states of Massachusetts and Maine, in succession, 
have never ceased to exercise that jurisdiclion, which 
the unsettled condition of the country in that region, 
and other circumstances admitted and required.” 
Surely there can be no need of muitipiying words 
upon this point. Ifthe British government have any 
jurisdiction Over this portion of our territory, it may 
“with equal justice” claim to have it over the county 
of Kennebec. Bit why should we be compelled to 
resort to facts of this description to prove our juris- 
diction? If the title be in Maine, the jurisdiction 
fuliows of course. No power can have a right of 
jurisdiction over a territory belonging to the state ol 


and f-rbearance by which Maine has been so long 


a moment. ‘ 
If then, the title, possession, and jurisdiction of 


against invasion? It is hard to believe that any man 
rupted patriotisin, and whose mind is not poisoned 
by prejudice, who will deny it. 

On (iis point the president says: “The stvte of 
Mvine hud a right to arrest the depradations com- 
plained of; it belongs to her to judge of the exigency 
of the occasion calling for her interterence.”’ 

Tue adie report of the coinmittee of fcreign rela- 
tions, in the house of representatives at Washington, 
says: “Every government in the union has a right 
to regulite the landed interest, whether public or 
private, within ils limits, and Maine stands upon the 
same footing, unless as to such parts of it as are de- 
cided not to be under its jurisdiction by the exercise 
of the coustitutioual powers of the federal govern- 
ment. But, as has already been observed, no pro 
ceeding or agreement of the federal government can 
be fonnd which di: not recognise an actual jurisidic- 
tion, just such as that now cluimed and enforced by 
Maine.” Again it says: *The proclamation of the 
liestenant governor of New Brunswick was issued 
before any steps were taken by Maine to sustain the 
civil by ihe anilitary power, and was directed against 
the interference of the ministerial officers of the law, 
acting in strict conformity with what ure believed to be 
fundamentad principles of British as well as American 
law. The first appeal to military force was made 
by him, and the subsequent proceedings of Maine 
were defensive merely.” 

But | need not quote particular expressions. The 


the injustice of the proceedings of the government 
of New Brunswick, and a triumphant vindication of 
the course pursued by Maine. The almost unani- 
nous vote of the house of representatives upon the 
bill reported by the same committee, intending to 
carry out the views expressed in the report—the 
unaniinous vote of the senate upon the same bill, 
also furnist: to Maine the most conclusive and grati- 


cordatice with all this, I take pleasure in saying, has 

en the general voice of the American press. Such 
unanimity of opinion and feeling among the mass of 
the people—such a spirit of enthusiasm pervading, 
all classes of society, it is apprehended has seldom 
been witnessed. Nothing could be more gratifying 
to Maine, and sure I am, that it will constitute a 
perpetual source of grateful recollection to her vir- 
tuous and intelligent sons. 

Under these circumstances, the question recurs, 
shall we withdraw our forces agreeably to the re- 
Coinmendation contained in the memoranda signed 
by Mr. Fox and the secretary of state, and leave the 
future protection of the timber to the concurrent ac- 
lion and agreement of the governments of Maine and 
New Brunswick? Under a full sense of the respon- 
sibility resting upon me, I have no hesitation in say- 
ing that we ouzht not. I admit that the gev.eral 
sovernment has nobly responded to our call, and, 
With a promptness and efficiency beyond all praise, 

as taade preparations to discharge its constitutional 
obligations to this state. Much is due trom us on 
iS account to the union. But the duty of Maine 
to herself runains unchanged. The property, for 





the protection of which we sent an armed posse, 


under the land agent and sheriff, reaains still ex- 

posed, aud the threat of expulsion from the territory 

and of invasion, whic. we sent our military force to, 
repel, still remains pending over us, while Britisi. 

troops, it is understood. are datly concentrating neal 

the line with the apparent purpose of carrying the 

avowed design of the lieu'enant gover.or of New 

Brunswick, into efiect. 

But, looking a little more minutely at the terins of 
this agreement, the objections to it are obvious. In 
the first place, it would make our movement upon 
the question of the boundary a retrogade movement. 
Instead of having made any advance toward the ac- 
guisition of our mghts, and teruvination cf the ques 
tion in dispute, our position would not really be se 
favorable as it was bef re the occurrence of those 
events which have induced this ‘memoranduin.” 
Then we had exclusive jurisdiction over this portion 
of the territory. Under the agreement we should 
only have a concurrent jurisdiction with the province 
of New Brunswick, for we could not expel a single 
trespasser without in the first place agreeing with 
the provincial government as to the manner of doing 
it. lis language is thus: “And if futare necessity 
should arise for dispersing notorious trespassers, or 
protecting public property from depradation by 
armed force, the operation sball be conducted by 
concert, jointly or separately, according to agree 
menis between the governments of Maine and New 
Brunswick.” 


Again this agreement is inadmissible, becanse of 


By it Maine is abso- 
But are the forces ol 


the irregularity of its terms. 
intely to withdraw her forces. 
the British govern:nent also to be withdrawn? Not 
at all. That goverument is simply to refrain froiw 
attempting to do what it never had the right or power 
of doing, that of expelling us from the territory. It 
is understood that aregiment of British troops, lately 
arrived from Quebec, is now at Madawaska, and 
there they may remain for ought to the contrary in 
the terms of the agreement, erect fortifications to 
their hearts’ content, aud exercise any power they 
please short of attempting to expel us from the 
territory. 

Another objection to this agreement arises from 
its equivocal phraseology upon one point which 
inizht prove to be hereafter the source of much mis- 
understanding and difficulty. Ove of them is in re- 
yard to whether -the armed posse under the land 


agent and sheriff is included in the ‘armed torce” | 


required by the “memoranduin” to be withtrawn 
from the territory. Ifthe agreement should be con- 
strued against us, in this respect, we could not here- 


. ‘ | 
after expel a single trespasser unless the governor of | 


New Brunswick should kindly agree with us upon 
some mode in which it mizht be effected. To such 
an arrangement [ trust Maine will never assent. 
She has been sufficiently trammelled heretofore in 
the exercise of ber rights. and will not now volun- 
tarily forge new shackles for herself. 

What, then, shall be done? The people of the 
state surely are not desirons of hurrying the two 
nations into a war. Such an event is anxiously to 
be be avoided if it can be without dishonor. We 
owe too much to the union, to ourselves, and, above 
all, to the spirit and principles of christianity, to 
bring about a conflict of arms with a nation having 
with us a common origin, speaking a common lan- 
guage, and bound to us by so many ties of common 
interest without the most inexorable necessity. Un- 
der these circumstances, I would recommend that, 
when we are fully satisfied, either by the declara- 


tions of the lieutenant governor of the province of 


New Brunswick, or otherwise, that he has abandon- 
ed all idea of occupying the disputed territory with 


a military force, and of attempting an expulsion of 


our party, that then the governor be authorised to 
withdraw our military force, led¥ing the land agent 
with a sufficient posse, armed or unarmed, as the 
case may require, sufficient to carry into ellect your 
original design, that of driving out or arresting the 
trespassers, and preserving and protecting the tim- 
ber from their depradations. 

From such an act of jurisdiction—an attempt so 
right and proper in itself as this, and so imperatively 
cailed for by the circumstances of the case, we sliould 
not be driven by any power on earth. We onght 
not, however, wantonly to do more than ts necessary. 
We want no military force in the territory, if Urere 
be no military force against us. Brave inen would 
not battle with the air. We do want, however, wen 
enough, armed or unarmed, as the case may require, 
to resist the inaraulers and protect the timber; ard 
we want no more. In pursuing this course, whilk 
we maintain our just and honorable position, we do 
nothing which our sister states can regard «s unne- 
acta provoking hostilities, and nothing whicl 
our provincial neighbors can view as indicating @ 
hostile or even illiberal feeling. 

These are sy views, briefly and imperfectly ex- 
pressed. Whether they coincide with your own or 


not, I repeat my determination to obey, so far as IT 

inay be able, whatever instructions you may be 

pleased to give. JOHN FAIRFIELD. 
Council chamber, March 12, 1839. 


Note. Since the foregoing message was pre- 
pared, | have received a note fiom sir John Harvey, 
a copy of which is herewith communicated. From 
the spirit manifested, [I shall entertain the hope that 
he will take such a course as will enable Maine to 
pursue that indicated in the foregoing. 


WAR PROCEEDINGS IN NOVA SCOTIA. 
Legislative council chamber, 26th Feb. 1839. 
On motion of the hon. Mr. Stewart, Resolved, 
That a committee be appointed to prepare and re- 
port stich resolutions and other measures, as it may 
be proper to adopt in consequence of the invasion 
of the province of New Brunswick, by an arined 
force from the state of Maine. 
Ordered. That Mr. Stewart, Mr. Ratchford, Mr. 
Wilkins, Mr. Camnpbell and Mr. Alon, be a com- 
inittee to prepare the said resolutions. 


Legislative council chamber, Feb. 27, 1839. 

The committee appointed under the resoiution 
passed yesterday, reported a series of resolutions, 
| whereupon, on motion of the honorable Mr. Stewart, 
the following resolutions were unanimously passed: 

Whereas, It appears te this house that, under the 
pretence of removing trespassers, a forcible inroad 
has been made by the authority of the state of Maine, 
upon that part of the province of New Brunswick 
which is claimed by the United S ates, but of which 
the exclusive possession and jurisdiction have ever 
been in Great Britain: and that the government of 
the said state has adopted measures to levy an arm- 
ed force, and to raise a large suin of money, with 
the avowed object of committing further outrages 
upon the sovereignty and dominion of her majesty; 
And, whereas, as by agreement between the impe- 
rial government and that of the United States, Great 
Britain is to remain in such exclusive possession and 
jurisdiction, until the right thereto shall be deter- 
mined, and negotiations are now pending for the 
amicable adjustment and determination of the said 
claim. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this house regards 
with the deepest mdignation, the sudden and un- 
provoked attempt to wrest, by violence, the said pos- 
session and jurisdiction from our empire, distin- 
guished as much by its justice, as by its power and 
greatness, and this house condemns as utterly un- 
worthy and frivolous, the pretence by which the said 
state attempts to vindicate its extraordinary and 
most unjustifiable proceedings. 

Resolved, unanimously, That these measures, if 
, persisied in, inay bring a destructive and unnatural 
war and its attendant horrors upon the people of two 
nations, Whose cominon origin, language, and inter- 
est, render every well dispoged inhabitant of both 
countries anxious to preserve uninterrupted the peace 
and friendiy intercourse which have for a long pe- 
riod so happily existed. | 

Resolved, unanimous/y, With humble reliance upon 
Divine Providence, and looking for protection and 
assistance to the parent state, this colony will use 
its utmost endeavors. to vindicate the sovereignty 
and defend the rights of Great Britain, whenever 
they may be assailed. And our fellow subjects in 
the sister colony may confidently rely that the peo- 
ple of Nova Scotia will, to the utmost of their power 
and ability. aid them in resisting every attempt to 
take forcible possession of a teiritory, fle custody 
and safe-keeping whereof have been entrusted to 
them by their sovereign, until she shall have com- 
manded them to surrender it. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this house will cor- 
dially unite with the other branches of the legisla- 
ture, in devising such measures as may be requisite 
to adopt in the present emergency to vindicate the 
supremacy and integrity of the empire. 

Resolved, unanimously, That a liumble address be 
presented to his excellency the lieutenant governor 
with these resolutions, praying that he wiil take 
such steps as he imay think fit, to make known the 
sentiments of this house, and of the people of this 
province, to the government and the brave and loyal 
people of New Brunswick. 





At five o’clock this day the president and mem- 
bers of the legislative ‘council waited on his excel- 
lency the lieutenant governor with the following 
address. 

The humble address of the legislative council. 

To his excellency lientenant general sir Collin 
Campbell, K. C. B. lieutenant governor and com- 
mander-in-chief, in and over the province of Nuva 
Scotia, and its dependencies. 

May tt please your excellency—The legislative 
}council have passed the accompanying resolutions, 
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upon the subject of the recent outrages which have 
been committed upon that part of the province of 
New Brunswick claimed by the state of Maine, and 
the legislative council humbly pray your excellency 
to transmit them to the right honorable the secretary 
of state for the colonies, to be laid at the foot of the 
throne—and the legislative council further pray your 
excellency to transi:it copies thereof to his excel- 
lency the governor-in-chief, and to his excellency 
sic John Harvey, the lieutenant governor of New 
Brunswick. 


His excellency’s reply. 
Mr. President and honorable gentlemen of the 
legislative council. ; 

The sentiments and expression contained in these 
firm and spirited resolutions are most gratifying and 
acceptable to me. ' 

You designate the unprovoked conduct of the au- 
thorities of Maine in its true colors, as being utterly 
unworthy and frivolous in endeavoring to vindicate 
i‘s unjustifable proceedings, by attempting to wrest 
from a neighboring state, during a period of peace, 
the custody of a territory with which they had been 
intrusted by their sovereign. 

It is most gratifying to me to find that a feeling of 
entire unanimity pervades the legislature and peo- 
ple of this province, to assist in resisting, to the ut- 
most, any aggression that may be altempted upon 
New Brunswick, and you may be assured that the 
parent state will afford you every aid and support. 

I shall have great pieasure in transmitting to the 
right honorable the secretary of state, to be laid at 
the foot of the throne, sentiments so honorable from 
so highly respectable a body, and I shall not fail to 
coimmunicate these resoJutions to his excellency the 
ce general of British North America, and to 

is excellency sir John Harvey. 
C. CAMPBELL. 

Government house, 27th Feb. 1839. 

RESOLVES OF THE ASSEMBLY. 

Resolved, unanimously, That in consequence ofin- 
formation this day received from New Brunswick, 
of the proceedii.gs on the part of the state of Maine, 
involving a proposed invasion of the neighboring 
province, this house deems it necessary to suspend 
all other business at present, in order to concert such 
meastires as may be necessary to prepare for joining 
in repelling any such invasion, and defending the 
just rights of the neighboring province, as well as 
our own. 

Resolved,That Messrs. Howe, Young, Doyle, Des 
Barres and Forrester, be added to the committee on 
the military defence of the province—that the comm. 
mittee wait upon his excellency the lieutenant go- 
vernor, to request his excellency to furnish any in- 
formation he may have received from New Bruns- 
wick. 

1. Resolved, unanimously, That one-third of the 
militia force of the province between the ages of 18 
and 45, be drafted by direction of his excellency, the 
lieutenant governor, and officered for active service, 
to the extent ofeight thousand men. 

2. Resolved, unanimously, That his excellency the 
lieutenant governor be authorised to require every 
regiment or battalion to select two hundred volun- 
teers for every six hundred men, rank and file be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 45, or in the like propor- 
tion for a greater or less number. 

8. Resolved, unanimously, If a sufficient number of 
men in each regitnent or battalion do not volunteer, 
that his excellency be authorised to fil! up the num- 
ber from the draft of such regiment, agreeably to 
law. 

4. Resolved, unanimously, That such lists of men 
who shall have volunteered, or been drafted as afore- 
said, when returned and approved by his excellency 
the commander-in-chief, or such person as_ he shall 
appoint for the purpose, shall be considered the 
lists of men liable to be first called on for actual ser- 
vice. 

5. Resolved unanimously, That the lieutenant go- 
vernor be authorised to appoint officers, to command 
such drafts or bodies of voluuteers, for the regiment 
or battalion to which such drafts or volunteers may 
belong, or make such other arrangement, as may se- 
cure efficient officers to cominand such drafts or 
volunteers. 

6. Resolved, unanimously, That his excellency the 
lieutenant governor be authorised to call into actual 
service, so many and such of the said drafts, or bodies 
of volunteers, as he may deem proper, and to inake 
the necessary regulations for consolidating any num- 
ber of such drafts or bodies into a regiment or regi- 
ments, as may be requisite and necessary, and to ap- 
point field officers, adjutants and staff to each such 
regiment, in order to render the same efficient for 
actnal service. 

7. Resolved, unanimously, That his excellency the 
lieutenant governor be authorised to order any such 


drafts or volunteers, when required for actual service, 
inte barracks, and to march them from one part of 
the province to another, asthe exigency of the service 
inay require, and beyond the frontier of this province, 
when necessary. 

8. Resolved, unanimously, That his excellency the 
lieutenant governor be authorised to accept the ser- 
vice of any volunteer companies now formed, or 
which may be formed in this province, and to conso- 
lidate them into regiments or battalions, and to ap- 
point officers for the same, and to take such mea- 
sures generally as may be requisite to render, such 
battalions, regiments, or companies efficient for ac- 
tual service; Provided, that such volunteer compa- 
nies be willing to volunteer for service either in this 
a i orin the adjoining province of New Bruns- 
wick. 

9. Resolved, unanimously, That all non-commission- 
ed officers and private soldiers, called into actual 
service, over and above the pay and allowance pro- 
vided by her. majesty, shall be entitled to additional 
pay from the treasury of the province. 

10. Resolved, unanimously, That this house will 
make suitable provision for the widows and orphans 
of such officers, non-commissioned officers, and rank 
and file, who may fall in actual service. 

11. Resolved, unanimously, That his excellency the 
lieutenant governor be requested to direct an imme- 
diate enrolment to be made of the whole militia force 
of the province, between sixteen and sixty years of 
age, and to have the same divided into classes agree- 
ably to law, and to have full and accurate returns 
made forthwith to the office of the adjutant general 
of militia, of such enrolment, and of the state, condi- 
tion and efficiency of the arms, and of the quantity 
ofammunition possessed by each regiment or batta- 
lion of inilitia, or compary of artillery. 

12. Resolved, unanimously, That provision be made 
by law, for the due and proper organization of the 
militia, and for promoting its efficiency, by squad, 
company and regimental or battalion drills. 

13. Resolved, unanimously, That his excellency the 
lieutenant governor be authorised to expend asum of 
one hundred thousand pounds, if necessary, in the 
payment of the militia and other services incidental 
to the protection of this and the adjoining province, 
from invasion, and that this house will provide for the 
same. 

After a very able and animated address from the 
hon. J. Uniacke, the house adopted the foregoing 
resolutions unanimously, and the hon. E. M. Dodd, 
who, in every case supports the dignity of the house, 
trusted the speaker would allow an exception to the 
rules customary, when he proposed that three hearty 
cheers might be given, to be joined by the gallery, 
which, we rejoice to say, was heartily responded to 
by every individual present. Never have we before 
witnessed such a heart-stirring scene, nor never be- 
fore were such cheers heard in our house of assem- 
bly. 

The asseinbly resolutions were passed unanimous- 
ly, and as a proper finale to the whole proceedings, 
one of the members, more loyal, or more valorous 
than his compeers, moved that the house give three 
times three cheers, and that the assembled spectators 
be allowed to join in upon the occasion. The cheers 
were duly given, and the assembly adjourned. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

The following letter from the late governor, Mr. 
Ritner, to the committee on the militia system, is in 
reply to a resolution calling for certain information 
relative to the ordering out of troops to suppress the 
mob at the meeting of the legislature. 

Harrisburg, 5th Feb., 1839. 

Sir:—I received at a late hour last evening your 
communication of yesterday’s date, containing a re- 
solution adopted by the committee on the militia 
systein of the honse of representatives, of which you 
are chairman, requesting me to inform the commit- 
tee whether at the time I i-sued iny orders to major 
general Patterson, to cal! into service the volunteer 
troops under his command, I notified the brigade in- 
spectois of the Ist division, through the adjutant 
veneral, the time of service for which the said de- 
tachment was required—and also, whether I issued 
an order to general Alexander, of the 11th division 
P. M. to discharge the troops under his command; 
and if so, at what time said order was issued. 

I unequivocally but respectfully protest against 
the right of the legislature, or either branch of it, or 
any of its committees, to ask, or compel me to ac- 
count for, or explain my official conduct, either ex- 
amining me under oath, or addressing me in writing. 
If iny official conduct has been in violatiog of the 
laws, there is a inode by which it can be investigat- 
ed and punished. To that constitutional test | am 
most willing to submit. 

Having thus protested with regard to my acta 











while governor of this commonwealth, I now, as a 





z —=: 
private citizen, waive my rights, and express tn 
readiness to explain to you, to the legislature and 
the public, every act of my official life. 1 cos fo 
the whole, the most rigid scrutiny, and especially 
for that part of it, connected with the unhappy dig 
turbances which disgraced the seat of SVerhinent 
during the greater part of last December. 

In reply then to tne somewhat peremptory (a 
mand ot the resolution—I say: That { did not notig, 
the brigade inspectors, though the adjutant gene;,j 
of the time of service for which the detachment of 
the Ist division P. M. would be required, for th, 
simple reason, that the adjutant general was they, at 
his residence in Bedford county, and if I had waitey 
until I could have communicated orders through 
hiin, the stain of blood might have been added tg 
the stigma which now rests upon the character of 
the state, and the adoption of the amendments to th. 
constitution might have been prevented by the cop, 
tinuance of the riot. 


The emergency admitted of no such delay; neithe; 
could I then know how long the troops might be re. 
quired; but I am proud to say, that I conscientious) 
believe, that the prompt measure then adopted, was 
inainly instrumental in restoring order, and prevent. 
ing bloodshed. That the course pursued was with. 
in the limits of executive authority, in case of jp. 
surrection against the laws, [ never had any doubt; 
and that it was so, is established by the fact, that 
the cominanding generals felt no hesition in ob: ying 
the orders issued on the occasion. They are both 
officers who know their duties, and who would not 
be induced to comply with an illegal order. 

I would also beg leave to inform, that no orders 
were issued by me to either of the major generals, 
or to any other offices, (during the late rebellious 
and disgraceiul riot), except those that are on file, 
and on record, in the secretary of the comuinon- 
wealth’s office, or in the possession of the geierals 
named in the resolution; of course copies of the or- 
ders which the committee seem desirous of obtain. 
ing from me, may be obtained officially from the 
souices just mentioned, to which I respecifuily refer 
you. Your fellow-citizen, JOS. RITNER. 

To col Jumes Woodburn, ch. com. on the militia 

system, H. R. 


GETTYSBURG RAIL ROAD—VETO MESSAGE OF THE 
GOVERNOR. 
To the senale and house of representatives of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
GENTLEMEN:—It will always be with reluctance 
that I shail feel snyself constrained to refuse the 
executive assent to any matter of legislation which 
has passed the representative and senatorial branches 
of the legislature. 1 would not, however. be in the 
line of duty to approve of a measure, in the justice 
or expediency of which Icannotconcur. Ajler ma- 
ture deliberation and reflection, I have decided that 
I cannot approve of the resolution entitled ‘“resolu- 
tion relative to the Gettysburg rail road,” presented 
to me on the 20th ultimo, and [ accordingly return- 
ed it to the senate in which it vriginated with the 
following reasons for so doing. 


The constitution provides that ‘no money shall 
be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law.” To preserve this 
salutary provision in its spirit, we should never 
permit that to be done indirectly which it prohibits 
from doing directly. Hence we have seen the con- 
stant care and attention of the legislature to prevent 
the canal commissioners from incurring debts beyond 
the appropriations from time to time made. This 
would be altogether nngatory if, when a distinct and 
specific amount is appropriated, the canal commis 
sioners by continuing the contractors at work after 
the appropriation to the object is exhausted, could 
involve the state in further responsibilities without 
the sanction of legislative enactment. 

By the act of the 18th February, 1836, incorpo- 
rating the bank of the United States, the 9th section 
of which authorises the canal commissioners to su!- 
vey and locate the road in question, and to put not 
less than 20 nor more than 30 miles thereof under 
contract, the sum of two hundred thousand dollars 
is specifically appropiated to this work, and the 12th 
section expressly provides that “the canal comm!s- 
sioners shall not be authorised to incur any debt on 
the faith of the commonwealth, in any way or mal 
ner beyond the appropriation aforesaid.” Here (he 
original act by which this road was introduced into 
the public improvements of the state, without pre 
vious survey or examination, and with nothing [€ 
recommend it to public favor but the influence 
which its friends could bring in support of an act 0 
legislation, since repeatedly and constantly d1s@p- 
proved by the people, prohibits the expenditure 0 
money upon it beyond the specific appropriation. . 

On the 19th December, 1837, an act passed bot 
branches of the legislature, appropriating forty-five 
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work actually done prior to the Ist day ol January 
: then) next, and directing the canal coumissioners 
» give notice to the contractors to suspend their 
work upon said road from and after the saia first day 
nf January. By a course wholly unexpected, and 
which, for the character and reputation of tie com- 


PD ponwealth, it is hoped will never be considered a 


t example for imitation, this Ist day of January, 
338, was nade in point of law to mean tue Ist oF 
anuary, 1839, and thus the intention of the legisla- 
ure, solemnly expressed by both branches, was for 
» time frustrated. 

By the act of the 14th April, 1838, the further 
su of one hundred and ninety-five thousand dollars 
as appropriated to this rail road, to be appiled to 
he work already under contract, and the resolution 
hich bad previously passed the legislature, as be- 
ore stated, and which became a law on the 9th of 
January, 1838, was repealed. But by the 6th sec- 
ion of this act it is provided that “the canal com- 
pissioners shall not be authorised to incur any debt 
Yon (the faith of) the commonwealth in any way or 
Qnauner beyond the appropriation aforesaid, and no 
part of the aforesaid appropriation shail be appled 
oany other than the several specific purposes to 
which itis appropriated by the preceding sections 
“of this act, .or shall any contracts be eutered into 
For any new lines of canal or rail road not mentioned 
Fn this act, or for any extension of the lines herein 
awed, beyoud the limits prescribed by this act.” 
It was therefore the duty of the canal commis- 
$ioners to have stopped the work on the road the 


‘moment the specific appropriation thereto was ex- 
Pausted. 


Bat it appears this was not done, and the 
Subject was brought to the attention of the legisla- 
ure in the previous part of the present session. By 
aresolution passed by both houses, and approved on 
he 19th of February last, it was declared that from 
and after the Ist day of March, 1839, the work on 
he Gettysburg rail road should be suspended, and a 
Hemporary loan of one hundred and fifty thousand 
Mollars was authorised for the purpose of paying the 
‘contractors on said road for woik done, or that might 
be done, previous to that day, including the retained 
‘er centaze, the accounts of the contractors to be 
Bettled by the auditor general and state treasurer, in 
the usual manner, according to law. In ten days 
)Bfter approving this resolution, I ain called upon to 
Approve another resolution, providing that the con- 
Mractors on this road shall be permitted to countiue 
Aheir work until the first day of May next, unless 
hey should sooner be paid the amount due them. 
What circumstances have transpired to change the 
Beterinination expressed in the resolution of the 19th 
of February I have not been informed, and being 
Heft to gather the reasons for adopting the resolution, 
“Dow returned to your body, from its language, I in- 
fer that they consist in the fact of the iunds not be- 
Aog forthcoming on the Ist of March, to pay the con- 
'@ractors the amount claimed to be due thein, and, 
‘Wherefore, the state is to incur a further debt in pur- 
Buing this work already suspended. 
> Whilst the commonweaith is bound to meet all 
“Per lawful engagements, persons entering into con- 
Pacts with ber, through ber agents are bound to as- 
Fertain and know the extent of the authority given 
By lawto such agents. In the present instances, 
“#he contractors were bound to know the amount of 
“Bhe appropriations made, and that it was unlawful 
or the canal commissioners to expend any further 
uns, or to involve the state beyond such amounts. 
If they continue the work afterwards, it was at 
eir own risk, and to permit them now to go on, in 
he embarrassed state of the public treasury, and 
crease the expenditure on a work which a comn- 
mittee of vour body, after a personal examination, de- 
lared to have been begun infolly,and the prosecution 
f which would be inadness, would not, in my judg- 
nent, be promoting the interests of the common- 
ealth, but would be a useless waste of the public 
honey, and a legislative recognition and sanctioning 
bf acts done in positive violation of existing laws. 
Again expressing the sincere regret I feel in be- 
N§ constrained, by a conscientious sense of duty, 
Ho disagree with the representatives of the people in 
his inatter, [ return the resolution to the senate for 
heir further action thereon, according to the con- 
tution of the commonwealth. 


DAVID R. PORTER. 


MR. WEBSTER’s ARGUMENT 
P” the supreme court of the U. States, Feb. 9, 1839. 
he record, (said Mr. W.) presents this case: 

The bank of the United States is a corporation 
‘eated by alaw ol the state of Pennsylvania. By 
‘tact, the bank, among other functions, posses- 
'¢s that of dealing in bills of exchange. In the 
Youth of January, 1837, having funds in Mobile, 
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Mr Poe, purchased a bill of exchange to remit to 
New York. ‘This bili, drawn at Mobile upon New 

York, and endorsed by Wm. D. Primrose, the de- 

fendant in this case, not having been paid either at 

New York or by the drawer, the bank of the Unit. 

ed States has instituted this suit in the circuit court 

of Alabama to recover the money due on the bill. 
In the court below, it was decided that the con- 

tract by Poe in bebalf of the bank was void, on two 
grounds: First, because it was a contract made by 

the bank of the United States in the state of Ala- 

bama; whereasa bank incorporated by the state ol 
Peniusylvania gan do no act out of the limits of 
Pennsylvania; Secondly, because Alabama has a 
bank of her own, the capital of which is owned by 
the state herself, which is authorised to bny ana 
sell exchange, and from the profits of which she 
derives her revenue; and, the purchase of bills of 
exchange being a banking uperation, the purchase 
of such bills by others, at least by any corporation, 
although there is no express law forbidding it, is 
against the policy of the state of Alabama, as it 
may be inferred froin the provisions of the consti- 
tution of that state and the law made in conformity 
thereto. 

It is admitted that the parties are rightfully in 
court. Itis admitted also ‘that the defendant is a 
citizen of Alabama, and that all the citizens who 
compose the corporation uf the bank of the United 
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thousand dollars towards the construction of the 
SGettysburg. rail road, to be applied in payment of 





for this admission, that it would be a single special 
act, necessary to enable the corporation lo execute 
its funcilons within the state to which it belonged, 
and in this respect dillering trom the case now une 
der consideration. in what circumstance, it way 
weil be asked, do the cases difler? One act only of 
the corporation of the bank of the United States is 
set forth in this record, and that act stands singly 
and by itself. There is no proof betore the court 
that the co: poration ever bought another bill of ex- 
change than that which is the subject of this suit. 
Tiansactions of this nature must necessarily come 
one by one before this court, when they come at 
all, and must stand or fall on theirindividual mesits, 
and not upon the supposition ef any policy which 
would recognise the legality of a single aet, and 
deny the validily of the dealings, or transactions, 
generally, of which that act is a part. 

Then, as to the other reason stated by my learn- 
ed friend in support of the idea that such a purchase 
o! iron might be supported; he says it is, because, 
that, in that case, the purchase being made abroad 
solely to enable the corporation to perform its func- 
tions at home, might be considered legal, under the 
law of comity from one state to another. 

Now, (said Mr. Webster), that supposed case is 
precisely the case before the court. Here is the 
case of a corporation established in Philadelphia, 
one of whose lawtul functions is to deal in exchange. 











States are citizens of the state of Pennsylvania, or 
of some other state besides Alabama. The question 
is, can they as a corporation do any act within the 
state of Alabama? [In other words, is there any 
thing in the constitution or laws of the state of Ala- 
bama which probibits, or rightfully can prohibit, 
citizens of other states, or corporations created by 
other states, from buying and selling bills of ex- 
change in the state of Alabama? 

In his argument, yesterday, for the defendant in 
this case, my learned friend, (Mr. Van de Graff), 
asked certain questions, which I propose to an- 
swer. 

Can this bank, (said he), transfer itself into the 
state of Alabama? Certainly not. 


there to perform the same duties and transact the 
same business in all respects as in the state of Penn- 
sylvania. Certainly not. 

Can it exercise in the state of Alabama any of its 
corporate functions. Certainly it can. 

For my learned friend adinits its right to sue in that 
state, which is a right that if possesses solely by 
the authority of the Pennsylvania law by which 
the bank is incorporated. 

We thus clear the case of some difficulty by ar- 


exercise within the state of Alabama, and certain 
others which it cannot exercise. 

The question is, then, whether the bank can ex- 
ercise, within the state of Alabama, this very pow- 
er of buying a bill of exchange? 

Our position is, that she can buy a bill of ex- | 
change within the state of Alabama; because there | 
are no corporate functions necessary to the act of | 
buying of a bill of exchange; because buying and | 
selling exchange is a thing open toall the world, in | 
Alabatna as well as every where else; because, al- | 
though the power to bny and sell bills of exchange | 
be conferred upon this bank by its charter, and it} 
could not buy orsell a bill of exchange without that | 
provision in its charter, yet this power was confer- 
red upon it, as were other powers conferred by its | 
charter, to place the bank upon the same footing as | 
an individual—to give it not a monopoly, not} 
an exclusive privilege, in this respect, but simply | 
the same power which the members of the corpora- 
tion, as individuals, have an unquestionable right | 
to exercise. The banker, the broker, the merchant, 
the manufacturer, all buy bills of exchange as indi- 
viduals; the individuals who compose a corpora- | 
tion may do it; and we say that they may do if, 
though they do it in the name of, and for, the cor- 
poration. We say, undoubtedly, that they cannot 
acquire power under the Pennsylvania charter to 
do acts in Alabaina, which they cannot do as indi- 
viduals; but we say that the corporation may do in 
their corporate character, in Alabama, allsuch acts, 
authorised by their charter, as the members thereof 
would have a right to perform as individuals. 

The learned counsel on the other side was cer- 
tainly not disposed to conced», gratuitously, any 
thing in this case. Yet, he did admit that there 
might be a case in which the acts of a corporation. 
created by one state, if done in another state, would 
be valid. “He supposed the case of a rail road com- 
pany in one state sending an agent into anothe: 
state to buy iron for the construction of the road. 
Without conceding expressly the point of law in 
that case, he admitted that it would be a case very 
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' his bank, through the instrumeatality of its agent, 





| ma? 


Can it establish a branch in the state of Alabaina, | 


riving at this point, the adinission on both ‘sides | 
that there are certain powers which the bank can | 





different from the present; and he gave as a reason | 


A Philadelphia merchant, having complied with the 
order of his correspondent in Alabama, draws a bill 
upon him for the amount due in consequence, goes 
to the bank of the United States and sells the bill. 
|The funds thus realized by the bank from the pur- 
‘chase of bills of exchange accumulate in Alabama. 
| How are those funds to be brought back by the 
| Philadelphia corporation within its control?) The 
| bank has unquestioned power to deal in bills of ex- 
change. Can there be such a thing as dealing in 
| exchange, with a power to act only on one end of 


the line? Certainly not. How, then, is the bank 


of Philadelphia to get its funds back from Alaba- 
Suppose that it were to send an agent there, 
and buy specie. Can the hank ship the specie? Can 
it sign an agreement for the freight, insurance, and 
| charges of bringing it round? To do that wovld be 
_an actof commerce, of navigation—not of exchange. 
| A power conferred upon a bank to deal in exchange 
| would be perfectly nugatory, unless accompanied 
| by a power also to direct its funds to be remitted. 
|The practical result of a contrary construction 
| would be, that this Pennsylvania bank may carry 
on exchange between Philadelphia and Reading, or 
| Philadelphia and Lancaster, but not by possibility 
| with Mobile, or any other city or place in the 
| south, or even with New York, Trenton, or Balti- 
more. Out of Pennsylvania it could only buy and 
‘remit. It could get no return. An exchange that 
runs but one way! What sort of an exchange is 
| that? 

Having cleared the case of some of these gene- 
ralities, Mr. Webster proceeded to the exposition 
of what he considered a constitutional, Aierican 
view of the question. 

The record of this case finds that these plaintiffs, 
the members of the corporation of the bank of the 
United States, are citizens of other states. and that 
the defendant is a citizen of Alabama. Now, in the 
first place, (to begin with the beginning of this part 
of the question), what are the relations which the 
individual citizens of one state bear to the individual 


_ citizens of any other state of this union? 


How did the matter stand before the revolution? 
When these states were colonies, what was the re- 
lation between the inhabitants of the different colo- 
nies? Certainly it was not that of aliens. They 
were not, indeed, all citizens of the same colony; 
but certainly they were fellow subjects, and owed 
a common allegiance; and it was not competent for 


| the legislative power to say that the citizens of an 


one of the colonies should be alien to the other. 
This was the state of the case until the 4th of July, 
1776, vhen this common allegiance was thrown 
off. Afier a short interval of two years—after the 
renunciation of that allegiance—the articles of con- 
federation were adopted; and now let us see what 
was the relation between the citizens of the differ. 
ent states by the articles of confederation. The 
government had become a confederation. But it 
was something more—much more. It was not 
merely an alliance between distinct governments 
for the common defence and general welfare, but it 
recognised and confirmed a community of interest, 
of character, and of privileges, between the citizens 
of the several states. 

“The better fo secure and perpetuate mutual 
friendship and intercourse among the people of the 
different states in this fnion,’’ said the 4th of the 
articles of confederation, “the free inhabitants of 
each of these states shall be entitled to all the pri- 
vileges and immunities of free citizens in the seve- 












































































74 





NILES’ NATIONAI. REGISTER—MARCH 30, 1889—-MR. WEBSTER’S ARGUMENT. 








ral stetes; aud the people of each sta e s.iad nave 
iree ingress and egress to aud from auy over stale, 
and sul enjoy Crerein ail the priviteges ol trade | 
aud Coumucree,” &c. Tis placed the mpab.tants 
of each state on equal grounu as to the mighis aud | 
privileges which they might exercise in every oluer 
Siate. Sv things stood at the adoption ol ine Ccun- 
stitution of the Untied Siates. ‘The article oi the 
present constitution, in lewer words aud muse pe- 
heral aud COuprehensive terms, Co. Midis (ils CO.n- 
munity of righis and privileges in the tollo stag 
fora: “Pane evtizens of each siate sali be eatilied 
tu ali the privileges and macnuatives of citizens la 
the seveal s-aies.’? However obv.ous and geaeral 
this provision may be, it will be found to have some 
Paricular application fo the Case now vbelore Le 
Court; the article in the conted: ration servinss as 
the expound. r of this article lu the consittuiion, 

Tat this article n the coustitution docs vot con- 
fer on the ciuzens of each state political rigiits tn 
every olher state, is adinitted. A e.tizen of Penn 
Sylvania cannot go into Virginia and vole at an 
election in tbat state; though, when he has acquired 
a residence im Virginia, and is oiherwise quaiified, 
as required by her constitution, be becomes, with- 
Out formal adoption as a ciuzea of Virginia, a cil 
zen ol that state politically. But, for the purposes 
of trade, commerce, buying and selling, 11s evi- 
denily not 1a the power of avy state to uupuse any 
hindrance or eanbarrassinent, or lay any excise, tori 
duty, or exciusioa, upon eitlizens of Other states, to 
place thei, comlug there, upon a different footing 
trow her own e@itizens. 

Tiere is one provision, then, in the constitution, 
by which citiz-ns of one state may trade iu anuluer 
without hindrance or embarrassine nt. 

‘Taere is another provision of the constitution by 
which citizens of one staté are entilied to sue cil 
zeus ol any other state in the courts of the United 
States. . 

This is a very plain and clear right under the 
coustitution; but itis not more clear than the pre- 
ceding, Bip 

Here, then, are two distinct cons‘itutional pro 
visions coaferriug power upon citizens of P-nusy! 
vaniaand every other state, as to what they may do 
in Alabama or any other st-ce: citizens of other 
states miv trade in Alabama in whatsoever is law- 
fal to citiz-ns of Alabaina; and if, in the course of 
their dealings, they have claims on citizens of Ala 
bama, they may sue in Aiabama in the courts of the 
United Siates. Tunis is Asnerican, constitutional 
law, independent of all comity whatever. 

By the decisions of this court it has been settled 
tha! this right to sue is a right which may be ex-r- 
cised in the name ofa corporation. Here is one of 
their rights then, which may be exercised in Ataba 
ma by citizens of another state ta the name of u cor- 
poration. If citizens of Pennsylvania can exercise 
in Alibaina the right to sue, in the name of a cor- 
poration, what hinders them from exercising tn the 
saue manner this other constitutional rignt, the 
rizhtto trade? Ut it be the established right of per 
sons in Peansylvania to sue in Alabama in the name 
of a corporation, why may they not do any other | 
lawtul act in the name of a corporation? If no rea- 
son to the contrary can be given, then tee law in 
the one case is the law also in the other case. 

My learned triead says, indeed, that suing and 
making a contract are diferent things. True; but 
this argument, so far as it has any force, tnakes 
against his cause: For itis a much more distinet 
ex-rcis® of corporate power to bring a sui! than by 
an agent to make a purchase, Wiat dors the law 
take tobe true whenit says that a corporation of 
one state may snein another? Why, that the cor- 
poration is there, in court, ready to sub nif to the 
cour’s decree, a party on its record. But in the 
case of a purchase of the bill of exchange, such as 
is the subject of this suit, what is assumed? No 
more than that George Poe bought a bill of ex- 
change aid paid the value for it on acconnt of his 
emplovers in Philadelphia. So far froin its being 
a more natural right for a corporation to be allowed 
to sue, it is a more natiral right to be allowed to 
trate ina state in which the corporation does not 
exist. What is the distinction? Buving a bill of 
exchate is said to be an act, and therefore the cor- 





and in other parts of the world where England ne- 
ver precended to any territorial authorly. The 
bank of England, established in 1694, has been 
alwajs trading and dealing in exchanges and bul- 
jon with Hambarg, Amsterdain, and other marts of 
Kurope. Numerous othercorporations have been 
created in Englacd for. the purpose of exercising 
power Over waiters and things in territories wherein 
the power of Engtaud has never been exerted. The 
whoie commercial world is tull of such curpurations, 
excising siimiuar powers, beyoud the territorial 
Jurisdiction within which they ave legal existene-. 

[ say, then, tuat the mght, secured to the people 
of Pennsylvacia, to sue iy any other state in the 
tame Of aco:poration, is no wore clear than this 
other right of sach a corporation to trade in any 
ober state; nor even so clear; it is a further-fetch- 
ed legal prestinption, or a :wuch greater extent of 
natlonai courtesy or cowily, to suppose a foreign 
corporaiob actually in court, in its l-gal existence, 
with lis legal attributes, and acting in its own name, 
than itis to allow an ordinary act of trade, done by 
its agent, ou its own account, to be a valid transac- 
thon, 

Mr. W. here referred to an opinion of this court 
directly bearing on this question, It was the case 
of tee bank of the United States vs. Deveauz, de- 
cided in 1309.) The bank here mentioned was the 
first b nk of the United States, which had not, like 
the last, express authority given in its charter to 
sue inthe courts of the United States. [t sued, 
there.or , as this plaintill sues, in its name as a cor- 
poration; but with an averment, as here, that its 
members were citizens of Peunsylvania, the action 
being brought agaist a citizen of Georgia. The 
only question Wwa-, whether the plaintiifs might not. 
exercise tieir constititional right to sue in the; 
courts of the United States, although they appeared | 
in the name ot thei Penusylvania corpo:ation; and | 
the court decided that they might. “Substantially | 
and essentially,’® sat chief justice Marshail, «the 
parties in such a case, where the meinbers of the 
corporation are aliens, or citizens of a diiferent | 
state froin the opposite party, coine within the 
>pirit and terms of the jurisdiction conferred by the 
constiiation on the national tribunals.” “That cor- 
porations composed of citizens are considered by 
the legislature as citizens, under certain. cirenm- 
stances, 18 to be strongly inferred from the regis: 
tring acts. It never could be intended that an, 
A -nerican registered vessel, abandoned to an insur- | 
ance CO upany composed of citizens, should lose her 
character as an Aierican v ssel; and yet this would | 
be the consequence of declaring that the members | 
of the Corporation were, to every intent and puar- 
pose, out of view, and merged in tne corporation.” | 

The argument here is, that citizens may exer- | 
cise their tights of suing, 2s such citizens, in the 
pane of their corporation; because, in such a name, 
the law recozniz-s them as competent to enzage in 
t ansactions, hotd property, and enjoy rights pro- 
per tor therm as citiz-ns. 

li the court agree in this language of its own 
opinion as far back as the year 1809, it must be ad | 
mitted that the rights of the people of Pennsylva- 
nia, as citizens of the United States, are not merged 
in the act of incorporation by which they are asso- 
ciated, and under which they are parties to this suit, 
Li there ever was a human being that did not argue to 
the obscure fron the more obscure, it was certainly 
the late chief justice of the United States. And 
what was his argument to prove that the citizens 
of one state may sne in another by a corporate 
name? [tis as I have said, that they may sue by a 
corporate name. because they can do acts ont of 
court by a corporate name; whilst, directly revers. 
ing this conclusion, it has been held in this case, in 
the court below, that, whilst a corporation of one 
state nay rightly sue in another, it cannot do any 
other act therein. ; 

In this view of the case, (said Mr. W.), I see no 
oecasion to invoke the law of co:nity or international! 
courtesy toour aid. Here our case stands, inde- 
pendently of that law, on American ground, as an 
American question. 

Now, as to the reason of the case What possi 
ble diiference can it make it these citizens of Penn- 
sylvania can trade, or buy and sell bills, in Alaba- 











poration could not do it in Alabama. Is nota suit 
an act? Is it not doing? Does it not In truth in- 
volve many acts? z 

The truth is, that this argument against the power 
of acorporation to do acts beyond the territorial 
jurisdiction of the authority by which it is created, 


is refuted by all history as well as by plain reason. | 


What have all the great corporations in Encland 
been dving for centaries back? The English East 
India co-npany, as far back as the reign of Eliza. 
beth, has been trading a'l over the eastern world. 


That company traded in Asia before Great Britain; Xe. 
had established any territorial government there,| sociated company, 


ina, whether the trading, or buying and selling, be 
und -r one agency or another? That Poe, (the agent 
of the bank of the United States at Mobile), could. 
under a power of attorney from a citizen of Phila 
delphia, buy and sell bills of exchange in Alabama, 
| will not be denied. If, without an act of incora. 
tion. several citizens of Philadelphia should form an 
| association to buy and sell bills of exchange, with 
‘five directors or manazers of its concerns; those 
five directors may send as many agents as they 
| please into other states to buy bills of exchange. 
| Having thus formed themselves into this as 


——$————— 
purpose of transacting their business, it they Should 
40 one step further, and obtain a charter froin Penn. 
sylvania, that their meetings and proceedings iy3 
be more regular, and the acts of the associat 
inore inethodical, what would be the diiftrenc, 
the eye of reason, between the acts of the menibe 
of sucha corporation, and the act of the samme jy, 
dividuals associated for the same purposes Without 
corporation, and acting by common agents, ep, 
respondents, or attorucys? Phe olticers of a bang 
are but the agents of the proprietors; and their pup, 
chases and salvs are founded upon their Propeity 
and directed by their will, in the same manner ag 
the acts of agents of unincorporated associations oy 
partnerships. The Girard bank, we ail know, Wag 
never incorporated until after Mr. Girard’s death. 
yet ils proprietor, during a considerable part of his 
life, and until his death, acted a3 a binker. Couly 
he not, during his life, send an agent into Alabama 
and there purchase bills of exchange? And if pj; 
neighbors over the way chose to ask for an act of 
incorporation from the state of Pennsylvania, are 
they thereby any less entitled to the privileges 
common to all other citizens, than Stephen Girarj 
was? 

I agree, certainly. generally, that a state law can. 
not operate exterritorially, as the phrase is. But 
it is a rule of law that a state authority may create 
an artificial being, giving it legal existence; and 
that that being, thus created, may legally sue in 
other states than tiat by which it is created. [t 
follows, of course, as a consequence of the rizht of 
suit in another state, that may obtain jedsment 
there. If it obtain judguent, it may accept satis. 
faction of that judgment, Ifa judgment be obtain. 
edin Alabaina by the bank of the United States, 
would not acknowledgment of satisfaction by an 
agent of the bank be a satisfaction of the decree of 
the court? How isthe fruit of a suit to be gathered, 
ifthe bank, by i's agent, cannot do this act?) What 
bens fit can it be to this bank to be allowed to sue 
in Alabama, if it cannot take the money sued for 
But it is said, by the court b low, that it cannot re. 
cover money in Alabama, because it cannot do an 
actthere. According to this argument, although 
the power to appeal to law and the power to recov. 
er judgment exist, yet the fructus legis is ail dust 
and ashes. - 

On the commercial branch of this question, (Mr. 
Webster continued), he would say but little. But 
thus much he would say: the state of Alabama can- 
not make any commercial regulation for her own 
emolument or benefit. such as should create any 
diiference between her own citizens and citizens 
of other states. He did not say that the sate of Ala- 
bama may not make corporations, and give to them 
privileges which she dos not give to her citizens, 
But he did say, that she cannot create a monopoly to 
the prejudice of citizens of other states, or to the dis- 
paragement or prejudice of any common commercial 
right. Suppose that a person having occasion to pur: 
chase bills of exchange should not like the credit of 
bills sold by the bank of Alabaina; or suppose ( what 


ion 
in 
rs 


Alabama should fail; may not a citizen buy bills 


bama can give such a preference to any institution 
of her own in the buying and seliing of exchange, 
that no exchange can be bought and sold withia 
her}: mits but by that institution? [t would be, doubt: 
| ss, doing the state great injustice to suppose that 
she could entertain any such purpcese. 

In conclusion of the argument upon this point, 
(said Mr. Webster), | maintain that the plaintiti 
in this case had a rizht to parchase this bill, and ! 
recover judgment upon it. For the same reas0l 
that they had a right ‘o bring this suit, they had 
the right to do the act upon which the suit we 
broucht. 


stitutional view of the case, be doubted, then what 
has been cailed the co:nity of nations obliges the 
court to sustain the plaintiffs in this cause. 

The term “comity” is taken from the civil la¥ 
Vatte! has no distinct chapter upon that head. 
But the doctrine is laid down by other authori‘ 
with sufficient distinctness, and in effect by hit 
It is, in general terms, that there are, between 1 
tions at peace with one another, rights. both 0% 
tional and individual, resulting from the comity % 
courtesy due froin one friendly nation to anotiel 
Amung these is the right to sue in their courts tf 
spectively; the right to travel.in each other’s 40 
minions; the right to pursue one’s vocation in trade, 
the right to do all things generally, which belong 
‘othe citizens proper of each country, and which 
they are not precluded from doing by some positivé 
law of the state. Among these rights, one 0 





and appoiated agents for the 


other frieudly nation, without molestation or obje¢ 


































































is within the reach of possibility) that the bank off 


elsewhere? Or is it supposed that the state of Alf 


But, if the rights of the plaintiffs, under this con 

























f the 
clearest is the right of the citizen of one nation te 
take away his property from the territory of ak 
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—. J 
Y should 
ce on. ‘This is what we cali the comliy of nations. the boundary line of the state, aud he could do ne 
ociatic js the usage Of waiiuns, and bas becowe a post act Whe he gol beyoud i, and the court had agrced 
ence on ve obligation on uli uations. lL know (said ivir. with us, we migh:, periaps, have yaiaed our Cause. 
Nember Teystes ) tuat It 1s Dal Cusiomary oF voluntary law; But it never occurred to me, nor probably to the 
Saine i Mut itis a law existiug by the Cominon uuderstand- | court, that the agency of our a sent terminated lhe 
Without e aud consent ol Hails, avd not estabiished for moment that he passe d the liiuits ol the siate. 
its pi - overument of nations by any cominon supesor. | The law of curity is a part of the law of na- 
. a bank or this reason, every nation, fo a Certain extent, tious; and it does authorise a Corporalton of any 
lei pup Wges jor iisell of the extent of the obirgation of state to make contract beyond the liiatis of that 
ropeit is Jaw, and put Is own Coustruction upon it. | slate. ; 
anner y very olher nation, however, bas a right to doy How does a stute contract? How tmany of the 
tions y ye saines and if, therelore, any two nations ditter Siates ol Ulis union have nace coutracts tor loais 
Ow whe recouciiably in their coustruciton of this law,}in England? A state is severeizgn, in a certain 
3 death. wre is wo resort for settling that diifercuce bul the | sense. But, when a state sues, i sues as a corpo- 
rt of hic Kuna ratio rezum, | ration. | Wien it eaters into contracts with the ciil- 
Conid Tie rigit ul a foreigner to sue in the courts of} zens of foreign naiions, it does so lu ts Corporate 
Jabama ny couniry may be regulated by particular iaws or| character. 1 now say, that itis the adjudged and 
dif pie ppruinances of that country. He may be sequired | aduitied law of the world, that corporations have 
An act of vive security tor ibe costs ol Sull lil any case, or the saine right lo contract and to sue in loreigi 
nia, are otto leave he country until the end ot the con-| countries as individuals have. By the baw of na- 
ivileweg oversy. He may possibly be required to give se-| Uons, individuals of oiner countries are allowed in 
Girar4 urity tiat he wilt vot carry his property out of the | fhis country to contrac! aud sues and we iwake no 
ouatiy till tas debts are paid. butit, under pre- distinction, in tie ease of individuals, between the 
aw can. ence ot such regulation, any nation shail lunpose righi to sue and the right to Contract. Nor can 
s. But gepereasonabl restrictions or penalties on the citi-| any such distinction be sustained in law in ihe case 
¥ Create Jeers of any other nation, the power of judging that) ol Corpo: auons. Wiiere, in history, ia the books, 
ces and atter for itself lies with that other nation, Sup- | i3 any law or dictum to be found (except the disput 
sue in eapose that the government of the United Siates, tor) ed case from Virginia) in weieh a pete coo is 
ted. [t [eexample, sould say that every foreigner should) drawn betw: en the rights of individua:s aid of cr 


pay in O the public treasury ten, twenty, or fifly per 
ent. of any ainount which he might recover by 
But in our courts of law; would such a regulation 
: be peif cliy just and right? Or would notthe prac- 


rizht of 
id stent 
pt satis. 


qian ice ol such exiortion upon the citizens ol other 
1 by oa atlous be a jast ground of complain’; and, if unre 
ecree of Hressed, a gvround ot war, tinued more sufficient 
athered, hail inost Oi the catses whieh put nations 1a arms 
What ayainst One another? What is, in fact, now the 
{ to sue fed ston, which bas assamed so S»rivus an aspect, 
ted foo be Ween the governments of France and. Mexico? 
inot re. Due Of the leading causes of diifereice between 
it do an the two countries, so far a3 1 understand it, is not 
Ithouch that the couris of Mexico are not open to the cit- 
) recov. eels OF subjects of France, but that the courts 
ail dust ido not do justice between thein and the citizens of 


"Mcxico; in other words, that French subj cts are 
n, (Mr, pegnot treated in Mexico according to the comity of 
» Butpytie law of uations. [Mr. Webster said he did not 
Pspeak of the merits of this quarrel; into that he did 














na can- & | 
re oun_ not enter; he spoke only of things alleged between 
er own ) 5 =e 

ate any Tthe parties]. Look (said Mr. Webster) into Vattel, 
itivens and you will find that this very right to carry away 
of Ale- Dproperty, the proceeds of trade frota a foreign | 
to them Atriendly country, by exchange, is a well understood 


itizens Pea! positive part of the law of nations. Suppose 
EB othat there existed no tr aties between the United 


poly toh: * : 
po”. “BaStates and France or England, gnarantying these 


the dis 3 ; ; : 
mercial rights to each other’s citizens; those rights would 
to puree yet exist by tacit consent and permission. Sup.- 


pose this yoverninent, in the absence of treaties, 
were to shut its courts against the citizens of ei- 
ther nation, (to do so would be only a violstion of 
the comity of nations), and shouid grant them no 
redress upon compiaint being made; it might un- 
qustionably be ground of war against the United 


redit of 
> (what 
bank of 
iy bills 
of Ala & 


ms, Siates by that nation. 
within Lere are in London several incorporated insnr- 
doubt- uence Companies. Suppose a ship insured by one 
se that of these co.npanies should be wrecked in the Chesa- 
Peake bay. Being abandoned, she becomes the 
; point, Property of the corporation by which she was in- 
aintifi sured. I demand whether the insurers may not 
‘and tof COM? and take this property, and bring an action 
aaa for it, if necessary, in any court in this country, 
ey had state or federal? They may recover by an action 
it was ee °! tort against the wrong-doer, They may replevy 
Pe their property, if necessary, or sell it; or refit it; or 
is con sendit back. Unquestionably, if any country were 
, what fem (© debar the citizens of another country of the en- 
res the Jame JOY Ment of these co.nmon rights within its territo- 
ral jurisdiction, it would be cause of war. I do 
‘1 law. hot inean that a single act of that sort would or 
head. should bring on a war; bat it would be an act ot 
orities that nature, so plain and manifest a violation of our 
y him duty under the law of nations, as to justify war. 
en na According to the judginent of the court below in 
th na the present case, however, these insurance co:npa- 
nity of i would be deprived of thei> rightful remedy 
sotier: on let thein sue, indeed; but hat is all. 
rts re _ Mr. Webster here referred to a case tried some 
5 d0- fine ago in the cirenit court of the Massachusetts 
trades district, in which he was counsel. in which a vessel 
velongme (9SUred in Boston was wrecked in Nova Scotia, 
which @"4 was abandoned to the insurers. The insur 
sitive 2"C° Office sent ont an agent, who did that which 
of the & Owner of the vessel said was an acceptance of 
jon {0 he abandonirent. On the qnestion whether the 
f ange “S¢ot of the Boston office accepted the abandon 
objec ment, (said Mr. Webster), the court decided the 


Case. If we had said that we sent him down, in- 








deed, but that his agency ceased when he got to 


porations to contract aud sue in foreign countries 
in regaid to things, generally, free and open to 
every body? In the whote civilized world, at howe 
and abrvad, in Kiaglana, Holland, and othr coun. 
tries of Europe, the equil rights of corporations 
and individuais, in this respect, have been undis- 
puted until now, and in this case; and if a distinc- 
tion is to be set up between them at this day, it lies 
wiih the counsel on the other side to produce some 
semblance of autiuritv or show of reason tor it. 

But it is argued, that though this law of comity 
exists as between independent nations, it does not 
exist between the states of this union. That argu- 
ment appears to have been the foundation of the 
judgmic nt in the court below. 

In respect to this taw of comity, it is said, stafes 
are not nations; they have no national sovereign: y; 
a sort of :esiduuin of sovereignty is all that remains 
tothem. The national sovereignty, it is said, is 
conferred on this government, and part of the muat- 
cipal sovereignty. The rest of the municipal sove- 
reignty belongs to the states. Notwilistanding the 
respect which I entertain tor the learned judge who 
presided in that court, 1 cannot tollow in the train 
of his argument. I can make no diagram, such as 
this, of the partition of national character between 
the state and the general governments. I cannot 
map it out, and say so far is national, and so tar mn- 
nicipal; and here is the exact line where the one 
begins and the other ends. We have no second 
Laplace, and we never shail have, with his Mecha 
nige Politique, able to define and describe the orbit of 
each sphere in our political system with such exact 
mathematical precision. There isnosuch thing as 
arranging these governments of ours by the laws of 
gravitation, so that they will be sure to go on forever 


without impinging. ‘These institutions are prac 
tical, adinirabie, giorious, blessed ereations. Silk 


they were, when created, experimental insiitutions, 
and ifthe convention which framed the constitut on 
of the United States had set down in it certain ge- 
neral definitions of powers, such as have been alleg- 
ed in the arzument of this case, and stopped there, 
[ verily believe that, inthe course of the fifty years 
which have since elapsed, this government would 
have never gone into operation. 

Suppose that this constitution had said, in terms, 
after the langnave of the court below, all nationa! 
sovereignty shall belong to the United States; ali mu- 
nicipal sovereignty to the several states. 1 will say, 
that however clear, however distinct, such a defini- 
tion may appear to those who nse it, the employ- 
ment of it in the constitution could only have led te 
uttercontusion and uncertainty. [ aim not prepar- 
ed to say that the states have no natioual sovereign- 
tv. The laws of some of the states—Mary land and 
Virginia, for instance—provide punishment for 
treason. The power thus exercised ts certainly no! 
inunicial. Virginia has a law of alienage that ts a 
power exercised against a foreign nation. Does no: 
the question necessarily arise, when a power is ex 
ercised concerning an alien enemy--enemy to whom? 
Che law of escheat, which exists in many states, is 
also the exercise of a great sovereign power. 

The tern *‘sovereignty” does not oceur in the 
constitution at all. The constitution treats states 
as states, and the United States as the United States; 
and by a careful enumeration declares all the pow- 
ers that are granted to the United States, and all the 
rest are reserved to the states. If we pursne, to the 
extre ne point, the powers granted, aud the powe:s 
reserved, the powers of the general and state go- 











Verniments willbe found, it is to be leared, impinging, 
andinconuflict. Our hope, is, that the prudonce 
and patriotisia of the s'ates, and the wisdom oi this 
government, Mill prevent that catastrophe. For 
myself, L will pursue the advice of the court in De- 
veau’s case; J will avoid nice netaphysical subtil- 
ties, and ail -useless theories; | Will keep my feet 
out of the traps of general de finvion; 2 wall 
keep my feet ont of all traps; Twili keep to things 
as they are, and go no further to inquire what they 
might be, if they were not whatithry ae. The 
states of this union, as states, are subj ct to all ihe 
voluntary and customary law of nations. j Mr. We be 
sier here relerred to, and -qtioted a passage trom 
Vattel, page 61, which, he said, clearly showed that 
states connected together as are the states of this 
union, must be considered as much component parts 
ol the law of nations as avy others. } 

If, for the decision of any question, the proper 
rule is to be found in the law of nations, the law id- 
heres tothe subject. It follows the subjeet through 
no matter in‘o what place, high or low. You can- 


/not escape the law of nations ip a case where it is 


appleable. The air of every jud cature is full of it. 
It pervades the courts of law of the highest cha- 
rac'er, and the court of pie poudre; ay, even the coue 
siabie’s court. It is part of the univers:} law. It 
invy share the glorions enlogy pronounced by Hooke 
er upon law itsel!; that there is nothing so high as 
to be beyond the reach of its power, nothivg so low 
as tobe beneath its care, [fany question be within 
the influence of the law of nations. the law of uations 
is there. It the law of cemity does not exist be- 
tween the states of this union, how can it-exist be- 
tween a state and the subjects of any foreign sove- 
roignty. 

Upon all the considerations that [ have ziven to 
the case, the concinsion seems to me inevitable, that 
ifthe law of comity do not exist befween the states 
of this union, it cannot exist between the states in- 
dividually and foreign powers. It is true a state 
cannot make a treaty; she cannot be a party toa 
new chapter on the law of nations; tut the law 
which prevails among nations—the customary rule 
of jndicatare, recognised by all nations—binds her 
in all her courts. 

I have heard no answer to another argument. If 
a contract be made in New York, with the expecta- 
tion that itis to be there exeented, and snit is bronght 
pon it in Alabaina, it is to be decided by the law 
of the state in which the contract was made. Ina 
vase now belore this eourt, there has been a deci- 
sion by the court of Alabaina, in which that court 
has undertaken to learn the law of the state of New 
York, and administer it in Alabama. Why take 
nolice in Alabama of the law of New York? Be- 
cause simply. there are cases in which the courts in 
Alabama feel it to be their duty to administer that 
law, and to enforce rights accordingly. That (said 
Mr. Webster) is the very point for which we con- 
tend, viz: the court in Alwbaina should have given 
ett ct to rights exercised in that state by the plain- 
tiff in the present canse, under the authority of 
Pennsylvania, without prejudice to the state of Ala- 
bama. 

After ail that has been said in argument about 
corporations, they are but forms of special partner- 
ship, in soine of which the partners are severally 
liable. The whole end and atm efmost of them, as 
with us, is to concentrate the means of su all capital- 
ists in a form in which they can be used to advan- 
tage, 

In the eastern states, nannfactures too extensive 
for individual capital are carried on in this way. A 
large quantity of goods is manufactured and sold to 
the south, out ef cotton bonglt in the south, to 
the amount of many millions in every year. Up- 
on the principle of the decision in the conrt be- 
low, the inanufacturers of the goods and the grow- 
evs of the cotton would be equally precloded from 
recovering their dues, What will our fellow-citi- 
zens of the south say tothis? If, after we have got 
heir cotton, they cannot get their money forit, they 
vill be in no great love, I think with these new 
doctrines, about the comity of states and nations, 

Again, look at the question as it regards the 
insurance offices. How are all marine insurances, 
fire insurances, and life insurances. effected in this 
conntry, but by the agency of companies, ineorpo- 
rated by the several states? And the insurances 
made by these companies beyond the limits of their 
narticnlar states, are they all void? ] suppose that 
‘he insurances against fire, effected for companies 
1t Harttord. in Connecticut, alone, bv agents all 

iver the northern states, may amount toan aggre- 
sate of some millions of dollars. IT remembera 
case ocenrring in New Hampshire. of a suit against 
ne of those companies for the amount of an insur- 
ince, in whieh a recovery was had aginst the 
company: and nothing was said, nor prebably 
ihought, of such a contract ofinsuraace- being iilegal 
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on the groand that a corporation of Connecticut 
could not do an act or make a contract in New 
Himpshire. Are those insurances all to be beld 
void, upon the principle of the decision froin Ala- 
haina? 

And as to notes issued by baaks: if one in Ala- 
bana hold the. notes of a bink incorporated by 
Ponnsylvania, are they void? If one be robbed 
there of such notes, is it no theft? [f one counter. 
feits those notes there, is it no crime? Are all 
such notes inere nullities, when out of the state 
where issued? 

R:ference has been made to the statute books to 
show cases in which the states have torbidden foreizn 
insurance companies from making insurances with- 
in their limits. Bat no such prohibition has been 
shown against insurances hy citizens of, or compa- 
nies created in, the different states. Is not this an 
exact case for the apolication of the mle exceptio 
probal regulam? The fact of such prohibitory le- 
gislation shows that citizens of other states have, 
and that citizens of foreign powers had, before ti-y 
were excluded by law, the right to make insur- 
ances in any and every one of the states. 

Mr. W -bster next called the attention of the court 
to the deposite law passed by congress on the 23d 
of June, 1836. It was (said he) one of the condi- 
tions upon which, under that act, any state bank 
should becone a depository of the public money, 
that it should enter into obligations *‘to render to 
the govern:nent all the duties and services hereto- 
fore required by law to be performed by the late 
bank of the United States, and its several branches 
or offices;”’ that is, to remit money to any part of 
the United States, transfer it froin one state to an- 
other, &c. But that act required, also, somethin 
more: and it shows how little versed we in cong-ess 
were (aid I take to myself my full share of the 
shaine), in the legal obstacles to the doing of acts 
in one state by corporations of other states. The 
first section of that act provides, that ‘tin those states, 
territories, or districts, in which there are no banks,” 
&c., the secreta-y of the treasury ‘nav make ar- 
ranzeinent with a bunk or banks in some other state, 
territory or district, to establish an agency or agencies 
in the slutes, territories, or districts, so destitule of 
banks, as banks of deposite,”’ &c. Here is an ex 
press recognition by congress of the power of a 
state bank to create an agent for the purpose of 
dealing as a bank in another state or territory. 

It has been said that, as there is no law of comity 
under the law of nations between the states, it re- 
mains for the legislatures of the several states to 
adopt.in their conduct towards each other, as inuch 
of the principle of comity as they please. Here, 
then, there is to b> negotiation between the states, 
to deter nine how far they will observe this law of 
comity. They are thus required to do precisely 

‘what they cannot do. States cannot make treaties 
nor coinpacts. A state cannot negotiate. It can 
not even hold an Indian talk! And now, JT would 
ask, how it happens, at this time of the day, that 
this court shall be called unon to make a decision 
coatrary to the spirit of the constitution, and against 
the whole course of decisions in this country and in 
Europe, and the undisputed practice under this go 
verninent for fifty years, overturning the law of 
coinity, and leaving it to the slates, each to establish 
a comily for itself? 

Mr. W. here took leave of the question of the 
power of a corporation created by one of the states 
to make contracts in another. 

I now proceed (said Mr. W.) toconsider whether 
there be any thing in the law or constitution of the 
state of Alabama which prevents the agent of the 
bank of the United States in that state from making 
such a contract as that which is the foundation of 
this snit. 

It is said that the buying of a bill of exchange by 
such agent is contrary to the policy of the state of 
Alabama; and this is inferred from the law esta- 
blishing the bank of Alabama; that bank being au- 
thorised to dealin bills of exchange, and the con. 
stitution of the state authorising the establishment 
of no other than one bank in the state. 

This (said Mr. W.) is a violent inference. 

How does the buying or selling bills of exchange 
in Alabama, by another purchaser than the bank of 
Alaba na, infringe her policy? Because, it is said, 
it diminishes the profits which she derives from the 
dealings of the bank. Profit is her policy, it is ar- 
gued; gain. her end Is it against her policy for 
Mr. Biddle to buy bills, because his bank is incor 

orated; and not against her policy for Mr. Girard 
to buy bills, because his isnot incorporated? Or. 
how far does she carry this policy iinpnted to her? 
Is no one to be allowed to buy or sell bills of ex- 
change in Alabama but a bank of her own, which 
may or ‘nay not be in credit, and may or my not 
be solvent? It would be strange, indeed. were any 
state in this union to adopt such a policy as this. / 





Bat, if the argu nent founded on this inferred policy 
of Alabaina asnounts to any Ching, it proves, not that 
incorporated citizens of other states cannot buy o: 
sell biils there, but that it is the policy of Alaba.a 
to prevent other citizens from buying bills at all in 
Alabaina. 

I think (said Mr. W.) that there is no just foun 
dation for the inference of any such policy on the 
part of the state of Alabama. By reterring to 
Akins’ Digest of the laws of that state, it wall be 
found that she has carried her policy a little further 
than ‘aerely the establishing of a bank. Her pub- 
lic officers are authorised to receive the notes oi 
banks of other states gn payment of dues to her; 
aid she has enacted laws to punish the torgery of 
notes of other banks. Now, taking her acts to- 
gether, considering thein as a whole, the inference 
which has been drawn from her establishmeut of a 
state bank under her constitution is certainly net 
sustained, 

To consider this argument, however, more close- 
ly: it is assumed by tt, first, that the state meant. 
by her legislation, to take to herself all the profits 
of banking within her territorial limits; and, second- 
ly, that the act of buying and selling a bill of ex- 
change belongs to banking. 

The profits of banking are derived more from cir- 
culation than from exchange. If the state meant, 
throngh her bank policy, to take all the profits of 
banking, why has she not taken all the profits of 
circulation? Not only she has done no such thing, 
but she protects the circulation of the notes of banks 
of other states. 

Mr. W. begged now to asik the particular atten- 
tion of the court to this question: What is banking? 

Alabaina, in reference to banking, has done no- 
thing but establish a bank, and given it the usual 
banking powers. And when the learned counsel 
on the other side speak of banking, what do they 
mean by it? A bank deals in exchange; and it 
buys or builds houses also: so do individuals. If 
‘here be any thing peculiar in these acts by a bank, 
it must be not in the nature of the acts individually, 
but in the aggregate of the whole. What consti- 
tutes banking, must be something peculiar. Tiere 
are various acts of legislation by different states in 
this country for granting or preventing the exeicise 
of banking privileges. But has any law ever been 
passed to anthorise or to prevent the buying by an 
individual of a bill of exchange? No one has ever 
h-ard of such athing. The laws to restrain bank- 
ing have all been directed to one end; that is, to re- 

ress the unauthorised circulation of paper money. 
There are various other functions performed bv 
banks; but, in discharging all these, they only do 
what unincorporated individuals do. 

What is that, then, without which any institution 
is not a bank, and with which itis a bank? Itisa@ 
power to issue promissory notes with a view to their 
circulation as money. 

Our ideas of banking have been derived princi- 
nally fro:n the act constituting the first bank of the 
United States, and the idea of that bank was bor- 
rowed from the bank of England To ascertain 
the character and peculiar functions of the bank of 
England, Mr. W. had referred, and referred the 
court, to various authorities: to McCulloh’s Coin- 
‘nercial Dictionary; to Smollett’s continuation of 
Hume’s England: to Godfrey’s History of the bank 
of England, in lord Somer’s Tracts, llth volume, 
Ist article; to Anderson’s History of Cominerce, 
&e. 

The project of the bank of England was con- 
ceived, Mr. W. said, by Mr. Paterson, a Scotch 
sentleman, who had travelled much abroad, and 
had seen somewhere, (he believed in Lombardy ), 


a sinall bank which issued tickets or promises of 


payinent of money. From this he took the idea of 
a bank of circulation. That was in 1694. At that 
time neither inland bills nor promissory notes were 
negotiable or transferable, so as to enable the holder 
to bring suit thereon in his own name. There was 
no negotiable paper except foreign bills of ex 

change. Mr. Paterson’s conception was, that the 
notes of the bauk of England should be negotiable 
lolies quoties, or transferable from hand to hand, 
payable at the bink in specie, either on demand, or 
at very short sight. This conception had compl+te 
snecess, because there was then no other inland 
paper, either bills or notes, which were negotiable. 
The whole field was occupied by bank of England 
notes. In 1698 inland bills were made negotiable 
bv act of parliament; and in the fourth year of 
qneen Anne’s reign proiaissory notes were made 
aegotiable. Of course, after this, every body inight 
issue promissory notes; and where they had credit 
enough, they might circulate as money. There is 
not mach of novelty in the inventions of inankind. 
Under this state of things, that took place in Eng- 
lind which we have seen so often take place among 
us, and which we have put to the account ef mo- 
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professedly banking; one, especially, to Shry 2 »y fetched? 
the inining business on a large scale. These eal “Mr. W 

panies issued promissory notes, payable on demang shich, he 8 
and these notes readily got into circulation ag cashiaably as not | 
lo the prejudice of the circulation of the bank ABourt by 2% 
England. But parliainent being at this tine : The learn 
great want of ready money for the expenditures : Bourse of hi 
the war on the continent, the bank proposed to do, Ppewspapers 
‘ble its capital, and to lend this new hall of it to al on of the 


vernment, tf government would secure to the bank y 
exclusive circulation of its notes. ‘The statute of thy 
6th of Anne, chapter 22, was accordingly pasgeg, 
which recites that other persons and divers corporg. 
lions have presumed to borrow money, and to deal 
« bank, contrary to former acts; and thereupon jt jg 
enacted, that **no corporation, or more than sir per. 
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sons in partnership. shall borrow, owe, or take y, on it to b 
any money on their bills and notes. payable at demand Bauct is cet 
or at less than six months from the borrowing.” Thisgegacter of th 


provision has been often re-enacted, and constiinte, 
the banking privilege of the bank of England. Conf 
petition was not feared from the circulation of jp, 
dividual notes. fence individuals or partnership 
of not more than six persons have been at liberty t 
issue small notes, payable on demand; in othe 
words, notes for circulation. And we know that 
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the bunking privilege of the bank of England congipe vast o 
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sisted simply in the privilege of issuing notes for cir 
culation, while that privilege is forbidden, by law, tl 
all other corporations, and all large partnerships andj 


associations. rospect of 
This privilege was restrained ir 1826, so as nofepsee neith 
to prohibit banking companies, except within thegguences of 
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distance of sixty-five iniles of London; and, at the 
same time no‘es of the bank were made a teniley 
in payment of all debts, except by the bank itself 


This igre may be considered as a new priviger remote. 
lexe; but it does not belong to the original andjWhat prac! 


essential idea of banking. Mr Mr. MeCulloh re.ffsh, a ret 


marks, and truly, that all that government has pro-faystems al 
perly to do with the banks is only so far as t! ey areflaw and th 
banks of issue. Upon the same principle, the { hat has 
banks of other countries of Europe are incorporated,paseful; wh 
with the privilege to issue and circulate notes, aspmew and 
their distinctive character. Here Mr. W. explainedpipon to sa 
the character of the banks of France, Belgium, &e. i d wonde 
Now, how is it in our own country? When onrp@t indulgi 
state legislatures have undertaken to restrain bank.g mations, p 
ing, the great end in view has been to prevent thef @umstance 
circulation of notes. Mr. W. here referred to thef @xpiration 
statute books of Massachusetts, Maine, Rhode Is.§ ander this 
land and New Hampshire, for restraining unautho- t een made 
rised companies from issuing notes of circulation. £ mr the la: 
He then turned to the statute of Ohio, imposing af Been hearc 
punishment for unauthorised banking. Her lawB With all tl 
defines, in the first place, what constitutes a bank, F@ourt belo 
viz: the issuing of notes which pass bv delivery, —@elivered | 
and intended for circulation as cash. That (saidf@y judgm 
Mr. W.) is the true definition of a bank, as we un- fs court 


derstand it, in this country. Mr. W. referred also ti-social 
to the laws of other states, Maryland, New Jersey, f @aleulated 
Missouri, Pennsylvania, Delaware, North Carolina, : bng prev 
South Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, all to the same § Mion. 
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effect. The law of the state of Alabama herself, F@ It is not 
said he, is much more important, in this view of B@r myself 
the case, than that of any other state. The consti: P@y. We 
tution of the state of Alabama was established in B@ents, bu 
1819; the law creating the bank of Alabama was B®" you, I 
passed in 1823. The constitution and this law are F@" other 
all the authorities from which the inference has P@"d to de 
been drawn of the policy of the state of Alabama. F@ her con 
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Did she suppose by this law that she was establishing 
snch a monopoly of the purchase of bills of ex- 
change as has been contended for in this case! 


Certainly not. For. by a law passed afterwards, B@oubt that 
she restrained the circulation of unauthorised bank BM, at or 
notes; that is, notes not issued by some authorised B¥er of this 
banks But did she, also, restrain dealings in ex: F 
change? She did no such thing. Noris there any T 
thing, either in the constitution or the laws of the 
state of Alabama, which shows that by banking she March : 
ever meant more than the circulation of bills a3 Bgcator fr 
currency. There is nothing. therefore, in any law. Bp record: 
or any policy, of Alabama, against the purchase of Bee bill gi 
bills of exchange by others as well as by the Lank BP onal | 
of Alabama. She ‘has prohibited, by law, other BP étlain ec: 
transactions which are clearly banking transac: ® — as 
tions; but she has not touched this. If even het M, the 
banking policy includes as well buying exchancée Be r. Be 
as circulation, and she guards against competifion woe in th 
in the one, and leaves the other onen. who can say; per Foe, 
in the face of such evidence, that it is her policy 4 Coa 
guard against what she leaves free an‘! nnrestrain: @ " pas 
Is there any thing in the constitution, or any ‘an in 
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ground in the legislation of Alabama, to sustain the 
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Hlegation which has been nade of her policy? {f 
of, is the existence of such a, olicy to be esta- 
‘shed here by construction, and that construction 
e ed? 

pa here rested his argument on this case, 
shich, he said, had been discussed by others so 
bly as not to justify his occupying the time of the 
surt by going further into if. 

The learned counsel on the other side had, in the 
nurse of his argument of yesterday, alluded to the 
ewspapers, which, he said, had treated the deci- 
on of the conrt below scornfully. Mr, Webster 
id he was sorry to hear it; for the learned judge 
.d acted, in his decision, he had no doubt, under 
hich sense of duty. 1 have been told, (said Mr. 
7.) but [{ have not seen it, that a press in this city, 
nee this case has been under consideration in this 
purt, has undertaken to speak, in a tone something 
pproaching to that of command, of the decision 
on it to be expected from this court. Such con- 
nct is ce tainly greatly discreditable to the cha- 
acter of the country, as well as disrespectiul and 
pjurious to the court. 

A learned gentleman on the other side said, the 
ther day, that he thought he might regard hiinself, 
» this cause, as having the country for his client. 
e only meant, doubtless, to express a strong opi- 
ion that the interest of the country required the 
ase to be decided iu his favor I agree with the 
arned gentleman, and I go, indeed, far beyond 
im in my estimate of the importance of this case 
the country. He did not take pains to show the 
tent of the evil which would result from undoing 
e vast number of contracts which would be 
fected by the affirmation here of the judgment 
ndered in the court below, because his object did 








rospect of mischief, not toenlargeit. For myself, 
see neither limit nor end to the calamitous conse- 
uences of sucha decision. I do not know where 
would not reach, what interests it would not dis- 
rb, or how any part of the commercial system of 
he country would be free froin its influences, direct 
rremote. And for what end is all this to be done? 
hat practical evil calls for so harsh, not to say so 
ash, a remedy? And why, now, when existing 
Systems and established opinions, when both the 
1 wand the public sentiment have concurred in 
@®hat has been found, practically, so safe and so 
seful: why now, and why here, seek to introduce 
ew and portentons doctrines? If T were called 
fpon to say what has struck me as most remakable 
and wonderful in this whole case, I would, instead 
@ indulging in expletives, exaggerations, or excla- 
patiuns, put it down as the most extraordinary cir- 
instanee, that now, within a short month of the 
expiration of the first half century of our existence, 
Ander this constitution, sueh a question should have 
Been made; that now, for the first time, and here, 
for the last place on earth, such doctrines as have 
en heard in its support should be brought forward. 
‘ ith all the respect which I really entertain for the 
; urt below, and for the arguments which have been 









Melivered here on the same side, I must say that, in 
Dy judgment, the decision now under revision by 
y is court is, in its principle, anti-commercial and 
: ti-social. new and unheard of in our system, and 
@alculated to break up the harmony which has so 
‘Bng prevailed among the states and people of this 
Bion. 
+ It is not, however, for the learned gentleman, nor 
br myself, to sav, here, that we speak fur the coun- 
By. We advance our sentiments and our argu 
hents, but they are without authority. But it is 
br you, Mr. Chief Justice and judges, on this, as 
@. other occasions of high importance, to speak, 
ud to decide, for the country. The guardianship 
@! her commercial interests; the preservation of the 
armonious intercourse of all ber cilizens; the ful- 
lling, in this respect, of the great object of the 
onstitution, are in your hands; and I am not to 
oubt that the trust will be so performed as to sus- 
ail, at once, high national objects, and the charac- 
r of this tribunal. 


TWENTY FIFTH CONGRESS, 

; THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 

» March 3. Mr. Pierce moved that his friend, the 
‘nator from Georgia, (Mr. Cuthbert), be permitted 
© record his vote in the journal on the passage of 
ste bill giving to the president of the U. States ad- 
ional powers for the defence of the U. States in 
érlain cases against invasion, and for other pur- 

moses, as he was absent from extreme indisposition 
vhen the vote was taken. : 

Mr. Benton observed that, if there was any one 
ase in the world on which he would agree to dis- 
ense with this important rule, it would be this— 
: which the senator was compelled, from extreme 

ndisposition, ta be absent when the vote was taken 

"an important question, on which every gentle- 
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ot require that: his object was to diminish the] tha 
reason by the senator from Michigan. 





man wished his vote to appear. But he deeme: 
the rule of such vital importance, that it ought no 
to be departed from in any instance. 

The president was under the impression that tli 
rule being imperative, it could not be departed frou. 
without the unanimous consent of the senate. 

Mr. Pierce would not have nade this motion, bu’ 
froin the peculiar circumstances of the ease. At 
important bill to provide for the defence of thy 
country had been brought in froin the other house. 
and the question on its passage taken late at night. 
soun after the senator from Georgia had been cou 
pelled, from extreme indisposition, after a protract 
ed and exhausting session, to leave the chamber. 
Under these circumstances, the senator from Geor 
via wished his vote to appear on the journal in fa 
vor of the bill. 

Mr. Benton observed that the very decision made 
by the chair, was given when he first caine inte 
the senate, by Mr. Gaillard, the then presiding offi 
cer, who was one of the most urbane gentlemen he 
ever knew. Mr. Gaillard declared that, if the rule 
was not adhered to, there would be no termination 
of the business of the senate. If one gentleman 
was permitted to come in under certain circum 
stances, another gentleman would claim to come in 
under other circumstances, and there would be no 
knowing where it would end. 

The president said the motion was already de- 
cided on. 

Mr. Ruggles asked leave to withdraw the memo- 
rial of Thomas Jefferson Stnith, which he had pre- 
sented some days since, for the reason that he had 
discovered that it contained language derogatory 
and personally offensive towards W. A. White- 
head, another memorialist on the same stibject, 
whose memorial had been withdrawn for a similar 
He observ- 
ed that he certainly stould not have presented it, 
had he been aware of the indecorum in the lan- 
guage of the memorial, to which his attention had 
since been called. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, presented several joint re- 





solutions of the legislature of that state, which, on 
his motion, were ordered to be laid on the table 
and printed, it being at too late a period of the ses- 
sion to take any further order upon them. 

An act for the improvement and survey of cer- 
tain rivers, and the repairs of certain roads in Flo- 
rida, was taken up, and Mr Allen offered as an 
amendment a proposition for the United States to, 
applv the proceeds of their stock in the Louisville | 
and Portland canal to the purchase of s'ock heJd by | 
individuals, with the view to absorb the ownership | 
of the stock; which was supported by Messrs. ./1- | 
len, Walker. Benton and Crittenden, and opposed by 
Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, Smith, of Connecticut, 
and Sevier. and was rejected—ayes 6, noes 23. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

The bill to provide for taking the sixth census or 
enuineration of the inhabitants of the United States, | 
was read a third time and passed. | 

An act to authorise the construction of certain | 
improvements in the territory of Wisconsin, and lor | 
other purposes, was taken up, and after some re- | 
marks from Messrs. Hubbard, Walker, Clay. of | 
Alabama, Norvell, Buchanan aud Lyon, it was laid 
upon the table. 

A great number of bills from the house, whose 
titles have been heretofore given, were read a third 
time and passed. 

A message was received from the house of repre- 
sentatives, stating that they had suspended the 16th 
joint rule, so as to permit the house to send to the 
senate the bill making an appropriation for the 
erection of a fire-proof bnilding for the post office 
department, and asking their concurrence therein; 
which was agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up, carried through its 
several atages as in committee of the whole, and, 
by unanimous consent, read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, noved to reconsider the 
vote on the passage of the bill to incorporate the 
Washington Male Orphan Asylum and Manual La- 
bor School in the city of Washington. This bill, 
he said, had passed in the course of the evening 
without exciting much attention in the senate, and 
he himself assented to its passage, without being 
acquainted with its details. The truth was, he 
looked towards the seat of the senator from Ohio, 
who he understood intended to oppose this bill, and 
not seeing him there, he supposed that his objec. 
tions were removed. Since the passage of the bill. 
however, he had examined some of its details, and 
he was convinced that had they been understood, it 
could not have passed the senate, It allowed this 
corporation to take charge of any unprotected or 
phan found in this city, and work him till twenty 
one years of age, or bind him. ont to any other per 
son. The bill also took the control of these orphan- 
from the chancery court, and left them there with- 
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it any remedy, wholly at the disposal of this cor- 
oration, whether well treated or not—a thing un- 
eard of in the legislation of any civilized country. 
He did not use too harsh a term when he said, that 
his bull authorised the corporation to catch every 
anprotected orphan in the District. and hold them 
in servitude. The bill was degrading to this unfor- 
unate class of persons, and was opposed to princi- 
oles that had been deemed sacred for ages. By the 
iaws of the country from which we have derived 
‘ur jurisprudence, the care of these orphans is con- 
fided to one of their highest judicial tribunals; but 
this bill takes the orphan from the courts, and turns 
him over, without appeal, to an irresponsible cor- 
poration. 

Mr. Allen thanked his friend from Alabama for 
calling the attention of the senate to this subject. 
Che principle of the bill was siusply this: it was to 
incorporate a few citizens of this district to take 
charge of all the unfortunate erphan children found 
within its limits, and to work them tillofage. The 
bill did not impose on the corporation the obliga- 
tion of teaching these children trades, or, in fact, of 
teaching them any thing at all. The whole of the 
anfortunate orphan children of this District who 
have no one t= protect them, are to be turned over 
to this corporation, to be worked as slaves till they 
are twenty one years of age. And this was not all. 
This corporation was to have the power of trans{er- 
ring the services of these children to any one they 
pleased; and no court whatever would have tle 
power of releasing them from servitude. He would 
undertake to say, that if the whole history of fhe 
civilized world was searched into, a parallel to this 
bill could not be found. It was odious for its in- 
justice, odious for its cruelty, and odious for its 
rapacity; and the whole of this odious principle 
was covered up ina mass of words. It was very 
imposing, too, in its title, being called, or rather 
miscalled, an orphan asylum. If there was any 
thing true on earth, it was that governmeuts should 
be the protectors of the poor, the fatherless, and tiie 
needy; and here you propose to turn over the most 
unfortunate of these to a heartless corporation, to 
be workedas slaves. Mr. A. contended that though 
congress, as the local legislature of the District, had 
the guardianship of these orphans, it had no right 
to transfer them to a corporation. Nothing could 
be said to justify this bill. 

Mr. Wall made a few remarks in defence of the 
bill. contending that it was not liable to the objec- 
tions of the senators from Ohio and Alabama, and 
went into a history of the rise and progress of the 
institution, which, he said, was founded in motives 
of benevolence. 

Aitersoine remarks from Mr. Clay, of Alabama— 

The question was taken on the reconsidesation, 
and carried; and the bill was then laid on the table. 

A tnessaze was received from the house of repre- 
sentatives, stating that they had non-conenurred in 
the amendinents of the senate to the bill making 
appropriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the government for the year 1839: the amend- 
ments were, first, to strike out the provision that the 
printing of the executive departments should be 
done by contract; and the second was, striking out 
the provision for distributing copies of the Docu- 
mentary History of the United States to the mem- 
bers of the senate and house of representatives, 

Mr. Wright moved that the senate insist, and 
that a conference with the house be asked; which 
was agreed to. 

Numerous bills from the house were acted on; 
after which the senate took a recess until 6 o’clock. 

Evening session. Mr. Wright, from the commit- 
tee of conference, appointed to consider the dis- 
agreement of the two houses on the arnendments of 
the senate to the general appropriation bill, report- 
ed that the managers appointed to conduct the con- 
ference on the part of the senate, and the managers 
on the part of the house, had agreed to recommend 
to their respective honses to adopt the following 
course: that the senate shonld recede from so much 
ofits amendment as provides for the manner of ex- 
ecuting the printing for the executive departments, 
with an amendment providing that the printing shall 
be executed in the city of Washington; and that the 
senate insist on so much of their amendinent as re- 
lates to the distribution of the Clarke and Force 
papers to members of the senate, leaving it in the 
power of the house to make the distribution to its 
own members, while any such distribution to mem- 
bers of the senate is prohibited. 

Mr. Benton said he never would agree to this re- 
port, and he demanded the ayes and noes_on con- 
curring in it. This system of distributing books 
had grown up to an enormous abuse, indeed the 
most enormous abuse in oar government. He 
would oppose it to the last; and if the appropria- 
tion bill was lost in eanseqnence, and the govern- 


jment stopped, why jet the responsibility rest on 
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thos: vould gacar ihe tisk for the sake of se- 


Curing io tuewseives turee or jour bundred doliars’, tion was oii red by a-sena'or frown Massochusetts, 
| (Mr. Webster), to distribute among the inembers 


worth of books, 


Mr. Wright asked that the questions on coneur-| two volumes relating to the land laws. He had 


ring with the recommendations of the coinmittee of 
conference be taken separately, which was aceord- 
jugly ordered. 

Mr. Tallmadge inquired whether the bill would 
be lost,in case neither of the two bouses wouid 
agree to recede rom the ground taken by thein, 

The president answered tiat that question was 
not belore the senate; but it was obvious that if one 
house should insist on its aneudimenta, and the other 
shoul insist on its disagreement, aud no comproinise 
could be effected, the bill would be lost. 

Mr. Tullaadze observed that if the honse of re- 
presentatives saw fit to vote for a distribution of 
books to its ineinbers, he would be willing to lei 
the:n take the responsibility, and settle the matter 
with their constituents. He would, therefore, vote 
for concurring with the recommendations of the 
coamitee of conference. 

Mr. Norvell said that if any peincipls was involved, 
it applied as well to the distribution to the me:bers 
of the honse as of the senate. He should, therefore, 
Vote against concurring in the report. 

Mr. Walker was for concurring with the coimnmit- 
tee. [f that was not done, the result would be that 
the whole bill waking appropriations for the civil 
and dijlomatic expenses of the government, would 
be lost. ‘I'he goverainent, throughout all its de- 
partments, legislative, executive, and judicial, 
would be brought to a close; and that, too, at a pe- 
riod of all others the most unfortnaate. Other se 
nators might think it would be less dangerous to 
lose this bill than tosuif-r members of the house to 
vote themselves a few books. © He hoped the sena 
tor fron Michigan would reconsider his determina 
tion, aud let the report of the committee be concur- 
red in, 

Mr. Beaton said that the consequence of the se- 
nate adhering to the resolution it bad taken on th 
subject of the distribution of these books, mizht be 
the loss of the bill now pending; and as that bill 
conta ned the appropriations neces-ary for keeping 
the government in action, gentlemen were a crea! 
deal alarmed at the danger of the sovernment’s being 
stonpet. Then on whom would the responsibilits 
rest? It will rest on those who have nersonal im 
terests in these books; and those meimb-rs, there- 
fore, who are to receive these books, ought not to 
be peruitted to vete on this question, in which they 
are personally interested, 

The president here stated that the discussion was 
not in order, thet. by the joiat roles, when a coisn- 
tittes of conference was asked for by one house, 
and assented to by the other, the report of the co: 
ferees, together with all the papers, should first be 
presented io the honse that assented to the confer 
ence. Uader this rule, therefore, the report and 
papers were sent by the secretary to the bouse of 
repres-titatives, ; 

A message was received fram the house of repre 
sentatives, statiig that the house had concurred ii 
the report of the committee of conterence on the 
anend nents to the general appropriation bill, and 
resolved that the bill do pass accordingly. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
that patof the reco:;mnmendation of the committee 
of conference as relates to the printing of the exe- 
cu'ive departinents, and carried 

Thequestion then recurriag on concurring in tha! 

art of the report whieh e-lates to the distribution o! 
the Clarke aud Force documents— 

Mr. Beaton warmly oppos-d concurring in the 
azreement. He objected to it becanse it made a 
distinction between the two hovses—ailowing a 


through ihe senate iast nine, A resolu- 


Oereh Fuas 


given full notice of his opposition to this resolution, 
and bis intention fo oppose it when it came up for 
consideration, Yet, in the course of a fatiguing 
session of eighteen hours, he had been absent from 
his seat but a few moments, and in those few mo- 
nents this distribution was galloped through. It 
was presented to the senate while he (Mr. B.) was 
in his seat; objected to by him; then withdrawn; 
taken up in his absence, and hastily ren through. 
This book making coreern was one of the most 
crying abuses in our system. There was no end to 
it—it ran round ina Continued circle. In the first 
place, a sollicient nuinber of books are ordered to 
supply the wwembers of a congress, At the ensuing 
session, the new members are to be supplied; and 
this is easily done, and in the following manner: 
some of the members who had already received co- 
pies, inay sell them to Mr. Templeman, and he sells 
tiem at a simall advance to the publishers, and they 
are furnished to the new members af government 
price as new books, who, in their turn, sell them 
to Mr. Templetnan, and the process goes on ad ine 
finttum, so that the original fiiteen hundred copies 
may supply fifteen thousand members, the govern- 
ment, at every revolution of the cirele, paving the 
full price. He hoped the senate would insist on 
its ainendiment, and let the people of the country 
see what members of congress were willing to 
break up the government to hold on to the books 
they had voted to hems- Ives. 

Mi. Clay, of A abama, said he had never voted 
for a purchase or distribution of books in his life 
{l- was opposed to the whole matter, and thought 
(t a most serious abuse. JITe would not, however. | 
incur the hazard of such a serious embarrassment 
as would result to the government from :he loss of 
the appropriation bill. He would, therefore, vote 
for azreeing to the report of the committee ef con 
ference, and let the members of the house take the 
esponsibility of voting hooks for themselves, 

The question was then taken on agreeing with 
the report of the eon mittee of conference, and de- 
cided in the affirmative—ayes 24, noes 7, as fol 
lows: 

Y B&AS—Messr>. Buiehanar. Calhoin, Clav, of Ala- 
‘ama, Cuthbert, Foster, Fulton) Hubbard, King, Lian, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Pieres, Roane, Sevier 
Smih, -fI:diaoa, Southard. Swift. Tallmadge, Walk- 
er, Websior Williams, of Maine, Williams, of Missis- 
sp rand Wricht—24, 

N \YS—Mbossrs. Allen, Benton, Davis, Niles, Ro- 
Dbinson, Sint h, of Connecticut and White—7. 

The honorable William R. King having tempora- 
rily retired from the chair 

Mr. Tullmadge submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the thonks of the senate be presented 
‘athe honorable Willizm 72. King, for his sble, impar- 
ial, and dignified conduct as presiding officer of this 
bedy. 

Mr. Daris heartily concurred in the resolution, 
and hoped that it would meet with the unanimous 
concurrence of the senate, 

Mr. Southard hoped the word “unanimous” would 
be ins ried in the resolution. 

Several members were heard at the same time 
expressing the same wish, \ 

Mr. Tullmadge modified his resolution by insert. 
ing the word unanimous, and the resolution was 
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distribution of books to the members of the honse, - 


While it refused a distribution of the books to the 
Senate. Hl» objected to it because a distribution o} 
books to either honse was wrong in principle. 
Sone gentlemen seemed to fear that if the senate 
insisted on its amendinent, the appropriation bill 
would be lost, and the wheels of government stop- 

ed; bat could they suppose there was any mem- 
oe of either honse who would be willing to break 
up this government for the sake of retaining his 
share of these books, which was not worth more 
than three hundred and thirty doliars at the price 
they eost the government, and which iisold to Mr. 
Templeman, or any other bookseller, would not 
bring the half or quarter of that sain. 


be willing to pnt an end to this government for the 


sake of retaining his three hundred and thirty dol-| conenrred in, and Mr. Hubbard and Mr. Fulton were 


ars’ worth of these books 
Mr. B. here enlarged on the growing evils of this 


system of distributing books to inembers of con- | presentatives, stating that they had passed the joint 
gress; and in illustration. alluded te the manner in: resolution of the senate for the distiibution, in part, 
which another proposition to distribute books had, of the Madison papers. 





‘of the United Siates and inform him that the two 
Now he was| houses of congress had completed the business be- 
deterinined, as far as it depended on bin, to put it | fore theto, and were ready to adjourn, if be had no 
to the test, whether any memb r of congress would | further communications to make. 


then unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Tallmadge moved that a joint resolution for 
the distribution, in part, of the Madison papers, be 
taken ap; which was agreed to, and the resolution 
was passed, 

Mr. T. moved that the 16th and 17th joint rules 
be suspended, so as to per.nit this resobition to be 
sent to the house for concurrence; whicli was also 
agreed ‘O. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Ordered, Tiat the secretary inform the house of 
representatives that, having completed the legisla- 
five business before them, the senate was ready to 
adjourn. 

A message was received froin the honse of repre 
sentatives by Mr. Garland, their clerk, stating that 
they had passed a joint resolution for the appoint- 
ment of a joint committee, to wait on the president 


On motion by Mr. Hubbcird, the resolution was 


}appointed on the part of the senate, 
A message was received fiom the honse of re- 


Mr. Benton, asked what resoiuiion? He (,, b 
in his seat, with the exception of a tew thitvagy 
the whole day and the whole night, and he hag, 
the least recollection of any resolntion of th. ki 
having passed, and this was the first intimation } 
had that any seh resolution was before the senay, 
| ' Senat 
Mr. Allen aiso said that he had no knowledge 
any such resolution having passed, and he belivye 
he was in the chamber at the time of its passacu 

Mr. Wiliams, of Mississippi, stated that be » 
in the chair when the consideration of the ren 
tion was called for by the senator from New Yo, 
(Mr. Tullmadge) The resolution was 14:, 
up, considered and adopted, with ali the forming 1), 
are usual on the passage of a resolution. He wis} 
to know if the senator from Missouri Intended | 
impute any incorrec ness of co-.duct to the chuiy; 
the proceedings on the resolution. 

Mr. Benton. Not at all—not at all. He was oy 
of his seat at the time, and knew nothing of wh, 
was done, or how it was done; be 6nly knew jt Wa 
quickly done. He was out of tis seat but a & 
minutes; was invited out of if into a near roo, 
was, in fact, invited ont several times b«fore hd 
went; and was out but a few minutes. He typ 
nothing of what was done unt] since he came bag 
He certainly iioputed no blame to the senator {ry 
Mississippi; neither thought it. or imputed it, 

Mr. HU right said he had looked at the resolntioy 
and found that it contained the certificate of | 
secretary, thatit had passed. Without making ay 
complaint as to the irregularity with whieh th 
resolution passed, he would only sav. that if the 
secretary. or the secretary of any other body. dis 
tributed books. under a resolution thus passed, 
would, so far as he (Mr. W.) was concerned, do} 
upon His responsibility. 
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Mr.. Tullmadge said, that as to the responsibili 
aftendtny this rescelution., he avowed hitiself willi 
to meet i! there or before the country. He hy 
called up the resolution. and it had been acted on 
hie instance. He acknowl dyed that advanta 
had been taken of time and circumstances, butt 
same advantage had been taken of him and othe 
in various instances. He did not pretend to 
much of a Jackson man, but he waz perfec'ly wi 
ling, as rerarded hic participation in this matter, 
ineet the responsibility. 

Mr. Hubbard, froin the joint committee appoin 
ed to wail on the president of the United St-te 
and inform him that the two houses of conxre 
having finished the bnosiness before them, 1 
ready to adjourn, provided he had no firther con 
inunications to make, reported that they had pe 
formed the duty assigned them, and had receiv 
for answer that the presiden’ had no fuither coy 
munications to make to congress, and requesi 

hem to wish to cach member of the senate a sil 
return to his family and his home. 

Mr. Wrighi moved that the senate now ac jou 

Mr. Tulimadge hoped that the s: nate would td 
adjourn until they bad consummated the bositv 
before tiem; thet they wonld disregard this u@ 
sage, which had been sprung upon them—i 
Sprung upon them in an irregular manner, duril 
the disenssion of a pending questiuu—and couple 
the business before thei. 

The question on adjournment was taken and é! 
cided in the negative, 


Mr. Penton said this resolution conld not p* 
It was in the power of any one member to stops 
and he should use every effort to daso. Itm 
then after midnight—it was two o’clock—ther 
not a quorum of the senate present; messages 
adjournment have passed between the two! ov 
and with the president, and no act. save the @ 
journment. can be done except hy unanimous C° 
sent. which hides and covers up irregularities. 
resolution had better be dronned; it cannot be pa 
ed; it will not be passed. Mr. B. sais it was fw 
after two o’clock—half-past two o'clock. and 
moved that the senate do now adjourn, and that! 
hour be entered on the journal. If was now ha 
past two o’clock on the 4th day of March. anil! 
constitutional existence of the senate was at an‘) 
This was the fact, and he wanted it on the jour" 

Mr. Tallmadge inquired if the motion to ent 
the hour on the journal was in order. 

The president stated that by the rnles, any mm 
ber who moved an adjonurninent had the right 
have the hour at which such motion was made 
tered on the journal. 

The entry was aetordingly made on the Jv! 

The president said that before taking the 4" 
tion on adjonrnment, he would ask the indulge 
of the senate to make a few remarts. He rest th 
exceedingly that he bad left his sifnation 1" | 
chair for a moment. as it had led most an 
hly to unpleasant feelings. He had hoped tha 


urn 





this hour, when they were about to separate, ° 
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——— 
thing woul have occurred to mar the bar.nony of 
the budy, or interrupt the feelings of personal kend- 
ness 30 appropriate to the occasion. He had eti- 
qeavored, Walle presiding over their deliberations, 
to whic 


n he had beer caidled by the kindness of the 
senate 



























to discharge his duties to the extent of his 

pinty—laithfully he believed, honestly he knew 
he had; and he regretted, deeply regretted, that any 
thing vould have oceurred doring has temporary 
pbsence trom the chair, to induce uapieasant fecl- 
jogs, and prevent a harmonious adjouimment. 

Mr. Benton said that every wo:d spoken by the 
esiient, [Mr. King], weat into bis heart, and 
jound a resting plaice there, Like trim, he wished 

harmonious adjournment; like tina, he wished ait 
to sep wate with feelings of personal kindness; and 
for tuat very purpose ne haf moved the adjourn- 
ment It was ihe quiet and easy way to get rid of 

n unpleasant subj-e'; tu avoid a struggle which 
will lead to-no results; for the resolution could not 
become alaw. He wished to drop it as it was; and 
then there would be nothing to mar the kind feel- 
jigs which prevailed, and which all would wish, 
with the president, to see preserved. 

Tue qiestion was then taken on the adjourn- 
ment, and decided in the negative—ayes 6, nves 12, 
as follows: ; 

YeéAs—WMessrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Hub- 
bard, K ng ard William, of M ssissippi—s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Foster, Fulion, Leona, Merrick, 
Nicholas, N rvell, Roane, Southard, Talimadge, Wal- 
ker, Wail and Waite—12. 

Mr. Benton said it was now entered on the jour- 
nal tual it Was half past 2 o’clock in the morning. 
and no quorum, only eighteen members present; 
and he now made a motion, which was addressed 
to the presideat hitaself. In doing so, he would 
cite the example of Mr. Micon, whoin they all 
knew, and than whom no man was more scrupu- 
Jos. Mr. Macoa held that at 12 o’clock at night, 
onthe 3d of March of the short session, his powers 
as a Senator ceased, and if tue senate was nof wil- 
ling to adjourn at that tive, he went away. Now, 
Mr. President, (said Mr. B.) [ b lieve that at this 
hour haif past 2 o’clock in the worning of the 4th 
of Mareh, you have uo authority here and I have 
no rizht to address you. I[ therefore near to make 
the question with you, whether, at this hour, you 
have powerto act. Tnecha’rias given notice that 
he is going tosizu the resolu'ion, aud [ object to it. 
It is the 4n of Marci, and no quoruin, 

The presideit said it was a very conmon thing 
at the ciuse of the congress to sit and do business 
alter nidnight on the 3d of March. 


Mr. Benton said he knew it was, but in such 
cases the fact was kept out of the jouraasl; all ap- 
eer there to have been done on the 3d of March. 

ve journal went on headed the 3d, and the ap 
provais of the presiden bore date the 34. But 
now this is not the case. The time is inarked on 
the journals it is marked the morning of the 4th, 
and the whole proceeding will be invalid on its face 

The president was of opinion that he could not 
sign the resoiution when a quorum of the senate 
was not present, and so stated to the senate. 

Mr. Beaton said, as there was ne quoruin present, 
he hoped the senate would adjourn, 

Several members said they hoped not; that a 
quorum would be soon present, and said that the 
chair could despatch the sergeant-at-arus after the 
absentees, 

Mr. Beaton said they had no right to send the 
Sergeant-at-arins afier members; that all power 
over senators was at an end. 

The question was then taken on adjournment, 
and decided in the newative. 

Mr. Merrick then ade a few remarks in relation 
to the passage of the resolution. He said he was 
In his seat in the senate, bat knew not of the pas 
Saxe of this resolution. In facet, he did not know 
that the resolution had been presented for the con- 
Sidera‘ion of the senate, untit he was informed that 
ithad pissed. He was in favor of the object of the 
resolution, and would hav- voted for it if he had 

een aware of its having been before the senate. 

Mr. Walker said. in regard to the resolution, he 

ad understood such a one was to be offered, and 
hot having been offered. he had conclwied that it 

ad b-en abandoned The first actual knowledze 

@ had of the resolution being b-fore the senate, 
Was hearing its title pronounced by the voice of his 
Colleague, (Mr. Williams). 1 did not know what 
It meant. He read the resolution. [ heard hum 
distinctly put the question; and the various ques- 
tions that are usually put on the passage of a reso- 
ution, were put as fully, and as clearly, as they 
E-neraliy are, and the question was carried as fair- 
ly, and the senate was as full, as it was when a ma- 
Jority of the acts passed by that body were carried 

Mr. Roane said that he knew no more of the pas- 


refused to agree toa distribution of the Madison 





Sage of that resolution than the child unborn. He. 


must have been in the chamber at the tine, but he 
had never heard it called up, nor any questio ta- 
ken on it. With respect, however, to these Madi 
son: papers, he looked on thei in a very different 
light from the trash that was so often published by 
congress. He had received this very evening, from 
a distinguished gentleman in Virginia, a letter ask- 
ing infor.nation about them. It was a letter aboutd- 
ing with good sense, and placing a proper estima- 
thn on these papers. With this letter in his band, 
he went round to the seat of his friend from Mis 
souri, and endeavored to soften bis rigid rosolution 
with regard to the distribution of books, so as to 
make the Madison papers an exception. He en 
deavor-d to put these papers in contrast with the 
trash that was put abroad under the sanction of 
congress, which may, perhaps, fortr the materials 
fur a spurious history of the country. He repre- 
sented that these Madison papers had already been 
published, and that there would be an absurdity. 
after paying lor them, to pnt them away in the gar. 
ret, with the trash that has luinbored there amone 
the cobwebs of time. The senator from Missouri 
stated the terms on which he would azree to the 
distribution of this particular work, and that was 'o 
inake a yeneral distribution throughout the union 
and into every state; and he desired meto go te 
the secretary’s table, and get the cl -rk to make on! 
a list of the general distribution of documents, and 
then he would support it. Mr. R. then descanted 
at length on the great value of the Madison nap re; 
the i.aportance that the information contained t 
therm should be disseminated as widely as possibl >, 
and the absurdity of locking them up from the pub. 
lic view, after having paid for printing them. H 
did not consider the works of Jaines Marlison of the 
same nature with thos: publications with which i 
had been the custom of the two houses to supply 
their meinbers—‘a custoin more honored in the 
breach than in the observance’’—and he hoped that 
the resolution of the senator fro: Missouri, with 
regard to distributing books. wonl! not, like the 
a laws of the Medes and Persians, be applied to 
them. 


Mr Benton said the reference of the senator froin 
Virginia (Mr. Roane) to him was correct; he had 


papers tothe members of congress, but was willing 
toa general distribution, according to the general 
distribution of documents; and desired the senator 
from Virginia to get that list froin one of the clerks 
and either omit the me:nbera of congress, or require 
‘hem to pay the cost. This general distribu ion 
would carry the work into every sla'e—its s nat. 
aud house of representatives—its «xecutive offies— 
its colleges and universities—to ail the executiy 

offices of the general govern:nent—to the library of 
congress—to the offices 0! the secretary of the se- 
nate and clerk of the house of representatives, and 
manv others. It would distribute eleven or twely 

hundred copies, and place them in every part of the 
nnion, and in vhe best hands for preservation and 
for use. Gentlemen were debating as if the only 
alternatives were between an exclusive and gratu) 

tous distribution of these papers to members o! 
congress, ora consigninent of them to the worms 
in the garret, and an everlasting loss of thein to 
mankind. Thiswasrather wild The distribution 
which he proposed would have saved thein from 
the worms, would have given them to the whole 
union, and to all mankind; it would have curtailed 
nobody but members of congress. 


The president said that on further consideration, 
and consulting the rules, he was of opinion that it 
did not requirea quorum to be present to authorise 
the signing of a bill ar resolution. It was not pro 
perly an act of legislation, but merely a signing to 
be done by the chair to anthenticate the act. Hold 
ing this opinion, he would now proceed to sign the 
joint resolution. 


Mr. Benton said the signing could only be done 
in the presence of the senate, and there was no se- 
nate when there was no quorum, Every signing 
was a public act. Tie presiding officer gave au fi- 
ble notice of it; the senate ceased to act; no sena 
tor could speak; nothing could be done while the 
president was signing. Mr. B. was clearly of opi- 
nion that acts could only be-sizned when the senate 
was formined and a quornin present, 

The chair then signed the resolution. 

Mr. Allen said that the resolution con!ld not now 
go to the president for his signature. There is no 
comnmittee of the house of representatives which ts 
necessary to form the joint committee, to join the 
committee on the part of the senate to carry it.— 
The honse of representatives had adjourned and 
dispersed, and the two members who composed part 














of the joint committee to take bills to the presi lent, | 
hal ceased to exist as members of congr ss; the 


° i 





The resoiution conid not be carried: there is ie 
authorily existing which could carry if, 

Mr. Foster said that he would carry it. He was 
a member on the pait of the senate of the joint 
committee, and he had once eariied a bill to the 
president alone, but he had ascertained that he 
had made a mistake, 

(Mr. Foster and Mr. Merrick, the committee en 
the part of the senate, then left the chauber with 
the joint resolution.) 

Mr. Benton said the inmpedimnents were not yet 
surmounted, there was a little difficulty to be en- 
countered. when the committee got back. He had 
the rules in his hand, abd would read them at the 
vrcper time. [tis now 4 o’elock on the morning of 
Mouday the 4th of March; the house of represen- 
tatives adjourned and gone, and no quorum here, 
There are obstacles ahead. 

Mr White sad he would state what he knew re- 
specting the passage of this resolution. He bad just 
come into the senate chamber, when he heard the 
senator occupying the chair [Mr. Wiliams] ask if 
a resolution shonld be taken up. Ti he gave it any 
particular designation it escaped my ear. The pre- 
siding officer put the question, a.d it was passed, 
several voices voting in the affirmative. Not know. 
ing what it was or what it contained, | asked for 
the reading of it, and it was handed to me. As 
there was no discussion on the subject, no division 
isked, and none taken, and consequintly deet.ing 
the question ao uniinportant one, he voted neither 
ive nor no. He himself was opposed to the prin- 
ciple of distributing books among the meu bers of 
congress: but none of those whose lead he wus ac- 
enstomed to follow on this subject, opposing this 
resolution, and on looking around and observing 
that the senator from Missouri [Mr. Beaton} was 
notin his seat. he thought it was an unimportant 

natter, and did not expect to hear any thing more 
about if. 

[The committee who waited on the president for 
hissignatnre to the joint resolution, having arrived 
in the senate chamber ] 

Mr Benton rose to a point of crder—to have 
things done in order. One of the most sol- inn acts 
of the two houses is that of sending bills to the pre- 
sident to be sizned: it has to be done in a preserib: d 
form, and reported and recorded ina yreseribed 
for.n, Upon this depends all the questions connect- 
ed with the ten davs’ constitunonal right of the 
ur sident to retain a biill—his enlpability if he does 
net return it—the prevention of the return by the 
idjournment of congress—the efficacy of the bill as 
alaw if not returned in time, unless prevented by 
an adjournment. All this makes the presentation 
ofthe bil to the president one of the u ost fern al 
and seriens acts of I-gislation; and therefore the 
rules had carefully previded to make the presenta- 
‘ion a matter of record in each house of consress— 
a record, the verity of whielrcould not be iapeach- 
ed, and which would require no extensive evidence 
to support it. A standing committee was to carry 
it: that committee was to be joint: it was te be 
composed of two members from each houses and 
these two members of each house were to make 
‘eport to their houses respectively that the bill has 
been presented, carefully stating the day on which 
it was presented; and then this report was to be 
entered on the journals of each honse. 

[Mr. B. here read the rules, to show that he stat- 
ed them'eorrectly.] 

He said these rules could not have been com: lied 
with in this case, The joint standing commitiee 
was dissolved by the dissolution of the house of 
representative. The half committee of the senate 
was a nonentity without the other half from the 
honse of representatives. Norecosd could be made 
in the house of representatives, which had been ad- 
journed for two hours, and no such record can be 
made here. as the rulesimperatively require. Teall 
the attention of the secretary of the serate to the 
rules in the entry which he is to make, The s: na- 
tors will report what they have done; and that is, 
they went without the coinmittee of the honse to 
the president, and went on the 4th of Mareli: and 
there ends the work for which we have been kept 
here so manv hours. It drops now, as I proposed 
it should dron three hours ago. 

Mr. Merrick reported that within the last hour 
the committee had placed in the hands of the presi- 
denta joint resolution for the distribution, in part, 
of the Madison papers. 

Mr Tullmadge moved that the senate adjourn 
sine die. 

Mr Bentonasked it a mnority of the senate could 
adjourn sine die. He thonght they could only ad- 


journ from say to day. until a qnorum was present, 


The president Jecided that the senate could ad- 
journ sine die, and 


The senste adjourned, sine die at 20 minutes past 


body to which they belonged had ceased to exist.|40’clock, A. M. 
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CiiKUNICLE, 

A new continent. Capt. Pendleton, of the whale ship 
Caiedunian, recently arrived at S:ouington, repor's 
having met at Talcahana with commodore D’Urville’s 
exploring expedition. The new continent the com:no- 
dore “poke of discovering in S. la:. 60, capt. Pendleton 
has no dvabtis Palmer’s Land discovered by the Aie- 
ricans 1820-21. Com. D’Urville told him— 

“Tne briny pyramidal shower froin the blows of those 
Leviathansiof the deep were continually in view during 
the day light, in every-direction, and were constantly 
so near, aud around the corvetis, that-ever and anon 
could be heard ihe sounding rvar of those giants of the 
ocean -breaking through the air in their spoutings to 
obtain their respiration.” 

iné crews of the French squadron, from the bad 
constriction of the vessels, suffered greatly froin scurvy. 


Lead ore. The York Republican of Thursday says; 
“We were shown a few days ag» by a gentleman, an 
apparently very rich’ specimen of lead ore, which he 
informed us was discovered in the quarry of Mr. Adam 
Bahn, in Hellam township, about midway on the turn- 
pike rvad between York and Wrighiville. ‘The same 
quarry has prodaced very numervus specimens of Ice- 
land spar of great beauty. We are not iiformed of the 
extent of the vein of lead ore, which had just been dis- 
covered, and was not traced far when the specimen was 
taken out which was exhibited to us.” 


Presidents of the United States. The Savannah 
Georgian of Friday, the 15:h instant, says: “Ex-presi- 
dent Jackson to-day comple'es his 72d year, having 
been born on the 15th of March, 1667. General Wash- 
ington died in his 63:h year; Mr. Adavs, the elder, in 
his 91st; Mr. Jefferson in his 84th; Mr. Madison in 
his 86:h, and Mr. Monroe in his 73d year. Ex-presi- 
dent J. Q. Adams is now in his 74th or 75th year; Mr. 
Van Buren is 57 or thereabouts. 


London gin shops. The rev. Dr. Weight, curate of 
St. Georye the Martyr, in hisaddress on the,opening of 
the national schools in tha: parish, stated that a calcu- 
lation had been made of the umber of persons that 
frequented fourteen gin shops.in that parish in a week, 
and the following is the result: 142,453 men, 108,593 
women, and 18,391 children, making a total of 269,437, 
or 2,749 per diem in each. 


Havre general hospital.. “An act of impartiality,” 
says the London Atlas, “*which deserves to be recorded, 
has lately been shown by the authorities of Havre, who, 
desirous of extending the usefulness of the general hos- 
pital of the town, and anxious to promote the comfort 
of the foreign inmates, chiefly composed of British and 
A‘nerican seamen, have appointed Mr. Tarra!l, an 
English practition, résident in the place, to be one of 
the -«sedical officers of the instituion and head of the 
foreign ward. ‘This is, probably, the only appointment 
of the kind on the continent.” 


Tobacco inspection. Inspected in the city and county 
of New York, in the year 1333, with the average price 
per pound, and the probable value thereof, as near as 
could be ascertained: 

7,920 hids., mostly Kentucky, weighing 


nett 7,504,000, at $10, $750,400 00 





Amount of the grose receipts of the office 
in 1333, 

Expenses, comprising clerks hire, ware- 
house rent, coopers, laborers, nails, and 
other materials, 


13,793 25 


16,719 59 





Nett receipts $2,078 75 


In the city of Philadelphia, from the 12th March. 
1833, to 3lst December, 1838, the quantity of tobacco 
inspected was 3,470 hhds. 

In Baltimore, during the year 1833, the quantity of 
tobacco inspected was 23,626 hhds. 


Another steamboat burned. Avslip from the New Or- 
leans Balletin brings us an account of the burning of 
the steamboat Galenian, captain Delahoussaye, on the 
7th inst., while navigating the bayou Teche, abour 12 
miles from Franklin, (Lou), The passengers were al! 
in bed when the alarm was given, and scarcely had 
time toescape with their lives. The origin of the fire is 
unknown. It broke out in the hold nearly under the 
Jadies’ cabin—and the principal part of the cargo being 
of a combustible nature, in afew moments the boat was 
completely enveloped in flames. The officers and 
crew used every exertion to save the lives and proper- 
ty of the passengers) From the Planters’? Banner we 
take the following account of the cargo ana passen- 
gers. 

A quantity of provis on was thrown overboard and 
will be recovered. She had 40,000 sugar hd. staves on 
board, 20,000 of which were inthe hold. ‘The boat was 


‘ast travelling. It is stated in the Wilmington (N. C.) 
Journal that the mail is now carriedfrom New York. to 
Charleston, (by way of the Wilmington’and Raleigh 
rail road) in eighty-four hours. 


Pennsylvania appointments. The Harrisburg Key- 
stone states, that the 2d of April has been fixed by the 
supreme court for the argument in Philadelobia of the 
quo warranto writ against judge Darlington, of Chester 
county. This question involves the principle of judicial 
rotation under the amended constitution, and is of great 
importance, both to judge Darlington and. all fuiure 
judges of the courts of common pleas. The counsel 
for the commonwealth are the attorney general and 
colonel J. M_ Porter, and for the respondent Mr. Ser- 
geant and Mr. Meredith. 


For Liberia. The executive committee of the colo- 
nization society at Washington, announces that the 
ship Saluda-is expected to arrive at Philadelphia, about 
the middle of June, and that she will return to Liberia, 
and will be ready to take emigrants or goo's, from 
Philadelphia about the 25:h of July, and from Norfolk, 
where the ship will touch for the purpose, about the 
Ist of August. The Saluda is fitted for a packet, is a 
fast sailer, and has the best accommodations for passen- 
gers. This affords a favorable opportunity for emi- 
grants. 


The temporary state loan of seventy-five thousand 
dollars has been taker by the Harrisburg bank. 


Consul. The president of the United States has ap- 


Fe, in Mexico. 


Maryland. Ata meeting of the whig members of the 
legislature of Maryland. held on Tuesday evening, the 
19th inst. at Annapolis, Reverdy Johnson, esq., of Bal- 
timore, and John N. Sieele, of Dorchester county, were 
appointed senatorial delegates from that state to the 
whig national convention. 


New Hampshire. Among the devices at the recent 
election was a hand bill, issued at the Newport office. 
It was a wood engraving of a coffin, about a fvot long, 
with a death’s head and bones at the top, and upon 
which was the following inscription, in startling char- 
acters: 

IN MEMORY OF 
JONATHAN CILLEY, 
The Independen. Democratic Representative 
in Congress, from the State of Maine, 
who was deliberately murdered in open day, 
By Hevry A. Wiss, 
(Whig leader in Congress, froin Virginia,) 
Fesruary 234, 1838. 
:O: X: O: —— 

Democrats of New Hampshire! The blood of the 
murdered Cilley cries to you from the ground for 
vengeance! Remember that the whig party are all 
implicated in this most atrocious MURDER; for they 
openly approve of it! Vote, then, the Democratic 
ticket, and prostrate the whigs as low 1s they have the 

LAMENTED CILLEY. 


Julge Wilkinson and Mr. Murdaugh have been ac- 
quitted at Harrodsburg, Ky. They were principals in 
the murderous affray that occurred at the Galt House, 
in Louisville, last winter. which resulted in the death of 
one Or more persons. ‘The jury were out but three or 
fur minutes; eleven of the jurors were for rendering a 
verdict of “not guilty” without leaving the box, but the 
twelfth objected to that course. Col. Robertson, Mr. 
Hardin, judge Rowan, and the hon. 8. 8. Prentiss, of 
Miss., were the counsel for the accused. 


The baths of Philadelphia. Owing tothe copious sup- 
ly of water from Fairmounr, the city and suburbs of 
Philadelphia enjoy the luxury of bathing, in a way su- 
yerior to most cities of Europe or America, as the fol- 
lowite table will show. It is taken from the last year’: 
report of the watering committee: 
The city proper has 1,673 private baths, 





paying - - - - $5,061 00 
Ditto, 10 public, one of which pays 300 00 
The other 9 pay. - - - 360 00 
Northern Liberties, 195 private baths, 877 50 
Spring Garden, ye * 976 50 
Southwark, — * 202 50 
Moyamensing, = .* 3 103 50 
Kensington, pes ” 6 00 

2,164 $7,837 00 


Two thousand one hundred and sixty-four baths, 
supplied with an unlimited quantity of water, for seven 
thousand eight hundred hh eigiity-seven dollars! 

Nat. Gazette. 

Appropriations by congress. As soon as we can find 
room for it, we will publish the list of appropriations 
made at the last session of congress, The following 





insured io the amount of $5,000. Capt Dclahoussaye | summary will suffice for the present. 


will lose about $7,000. J. F. Miller has lost $2,000 in 
merchandise; W. Davidson, of Cincinnati, $2000 in 
merchandise; Messrs. Hartman and Pecot, of this 


lace, have also lost merchandise to the amount of aboat | 


1,000. Mrs. Morse, of St: Martinsville, lost $25 and 
her bageage—not 3,000 as reported. 

The Galenia was delayed beyond her usual time, 
in consequence of having got aground in lake Chicot. 

Annexed are the names of as many passengers as we 
could prvcure. 

Mrs. Delahoussaye, Mrs. Peltier Delahoussaye, Mr. 
and Mrs. Davidson and children, Mra. Morse, F. D. 
Richardson, E. P. Dwight, W. Moore, Dr. Sullivan and 
N. L. McCarstle, 


| 


Army, fortifications, and military 


$9,010,081 57 


16 556,253 65 
5,130,781 64 
2,499,020 15 


Civil and diplomatic 


academy 
Navy 
Revolutionary and other pensioners 
Current expenses of the Indian de- 


7 - 7 ~ 


partment : : : 1,755,007 28 
Preventing and suppressing Indian 

hostilities - - : 1,856,774 00 
‘fo promote the progress of the use- 

fularts - - - - 9.259 22 
Private claims - : - 45,065 27 








$36,862,242 78 


pointed Manuel Alvarez consul for the city of Santa} 


Louisiana. Gavernor Roman has vetved seve, 
ternal improvement bills passed by the Louisia:.. 
lature. ‘They were acts, loaning the credit of the OOF 
in the form of bonds, to the amount of $1,500,009 ¢ : 
favor of incorporated companies, to expedite the 2.” 
struction of the Clintou and Port Hudson rai] toad: On 
Atchafalaya rail road; the Barataria and Latoure),’ oe 
nal; and the Baton Rouge and Clinton rail road 

Fis objection is to the system of loaning bonds 
ternal improvement companies, as not sufficien:| 
to the state, from their generally unproditctive ¢ 
ter. He has alse objections arising from the arn 
bonds of the same kind already issued, and th 
ence of the proposed loan with former loans 
credit of the state. | 

The bill granting the aid of the state to the Ney One 
leans and N saya rail road company has passed both 4 
branches of the legislature. This measure wil ; 
the compietion of tke rail road, from New 0,' 
the Mississippi state tine. 
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The English bark Ambassador lately arrived a the 
port of Houston, Texas, from Liverpvol, and is 4, 
followed by another with a cargo of goods suited to tha 
market. This is the commencement of a direct trajph_ 
between England and Texas. , 


The house of representatives of the state of Michigg,} 
has passed a bill incorporating a state bank, with nine 
branches. ‘The Detroit papers suppose that it wilj als . 
pass the senate. i 

Earthquake at Porto Rico. Porto Rico ‘papers rep 
ceived in New Orleans give the particulars of the dish 
asters which happened at St. Lucie, in consequence off 
the late earthquake which was telt in almost all thf 
French Antila islands.. The commotion is said yh 
have continued more than thirty seconds, and even af 
the houses built of free stone have suffered more of 
less damage. The parochial church of Castries, ay 
edifice remarkable for its beauty and strength, has beg} 
thrown down in many places. The iron casern known} 
by the name of the casern of Mome Fortune, bears theb 
marks of the schock, and most of the pavillions in 
which the officers dwelt are uninhabitable. The town 
of La Souffuere has also suffered considerably, The 
belfry of the church has fallen, and most of the houses 
have been overthrown. The total losses amount tog 
considerable sum. 


Illinois. During the la‘e session of the Illinois 
legislature, liberal provisioa was made for the prosecu.e 
tion of works of internal improvement. A rail road ist 
ordered to be built from Rushville to Erie, oa the Iii. 
nois river, and $100,000 appropriated tor its construc 
tion. Another rail road is ordered to be built at Car. 
linville, to intersect the Alton and Terre Haute road} 
Appropriations are made for the Embarrass, Spoon andf 
Big Muddy rivers, and additional ones ‘to the Littleh 
Wabash aid Rock river. T'wenty-five thousand dol 
lars were ordered to be distributed out of the internal 
improvement fund, to a number of new counties made 
two years since, which have no rail road or canal run. 
ning through them, Cass county gets $3 500. Scotts 
also to get $2,000, to be expended on the road leading 
from Winchester to Augusta, in Pike county. A bil 
was also passed appropriating $4,000,000 for the com 
tinuation of the Lilinois and Michigan canal. This 
sum, it is believed, will secure the certain and early 
completion of ihe work. [Baltimore American. 





Commerce of Philadelphia. We learn from the Con 
mercial List, that duriig the years 1837 and 1838, the 


imports and value of duties on goods imported fiom]y 
foreign countries direct into the port of Piiladelphia,p 





have been as follows, viz: 
Value of imports. 
1837, $10,130,%33 
1833, 10,417,815 


Amount of duties. 
$1,820,993 21 
2.109.955 30 


Showing a considerable increase during the past yea’. | 
The prospects for the present year are fla.tering, as the | 


number of arrivals have greatly increased, and man) 
of the cargoes have been large and valuable. 


Rhode Island. 'The democratic republican conver 
tion of this state have nominated Nathaniel Bullock fo 
governor. and Benjemin B. Thrustun for lieutenant ge 
vernor, of Rhode Island. 


Mississippi. ‘The Natchez Courier estimates the deb! 
of the state at sixty millions of dollars, which will be 
paid in about fifteen years. 


Temperance. The Lynn Freeman says, “ihe cause 


of temperance has had an unfavorable effect upon the} 


receipis of our alms house. A few. years ago we ba 
men enough there to make, in shoe making and repat’ 
of roads, over $2,000, besides carrying on the far 
Now there are not enough to carry on the farm.” 


The burning mine. 





exertions have impeded the progtess of the flames 
The mouth of the drift and every air-hole have bee! 
tighily closed with plaster, and in a few momens * 
would burst furth in another quarter with a volcanic &* 
plosion. At first it was only supposed that the prop” 
pings and louse coal were on fire; but from the leng" 
of ume and inereasing fury of the flames, itis now ® 
most beyond doubt that the solid body of coal is but 
ing. It is the jugular vein—the largest in Broad moat 
tain; and its great eminence precludes the possibility ° 


drowning out the flame by turning the course of svl® F 





stream.” 





































































































































































The Pottsville Emporiv™, =F 
speaking of Mr. Dougherty’s coal mine near that place: F7 
which took fire in January, two persons being sullo" F 
cated by it, adds tha: “it still continues to burn, and 2° & 
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